12. In what ways do you need to bring your actions more in line with your beliefs?
Growth Group – Week starting 1 November 2021
Study 4:
Faith and Deeds


James 2:14 - 26
1. How do you know that you have faith? How can you know others have faith?
Read James 2:14 – 26.

2. What error does James want to challenge by his provocative words in v14? (Note he says ‘a man claims to have faith, not that he has faith)







3. Look at the use of faith in James 1:3, 2:1, 5. Where do you think James places faith in salvation? Why is the faith spoken of in James 2:14 deficient?



4. In v15 how does this illustration show the need that faith is expressed in action?






5. What is deficient in faith just being the acknowledgement of truth?








6. How does Abraham add to our understanding of faith? How do we know that Abraham has faith? (Genesis 22)









7. What does the story of Rahab bring to the debate? (Joshua 2)




8. Some have considered that James’ teaching here contradicts Paul’s teaching in Romans 4. What error was Paul correcting? How does this compare to the answer to question 2? 






9. Do Paul and James have the same definition of faith?

10. Does Paul claim that having been saved through faith that deeds do not matter? (Ephesians 2:8 – 10; Romans 6:1 – 4) (Note also James never says that works without faith saves)





11. How do you respond when the beliefs and actions of others are far apart?






