I was Blind
but Now I
see:
Reasons
to Believe

Answering fools
with facts and Faith




Reasons to
Believe God is
good when

there’s suffering
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Jesus said to him, "Why do you ca]l Me i
good? No one is good except God alone.

Luke 18:19




Natural Evil:

+ | Disease, illness...
| Weather, storms...
= { quakes, volcanos...

Moral Evil:
Murder, war, theft..
Slavery, tyranny...
Rape, lying, cruelty...
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S t "Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able?
-3 { Then He is not omnipotent.
Is He able, but not willing?
Then He is malevolent.
Is He both able and willing?
Then whence cometh evil?

Is He neither able nor willing?

Then why call Him God?"

-Epicurus
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Can you Explain Suffering?

Acts 17:18 Paul encountered them

1 Corinthians 15:32 “LET'S EAT AND

DRINK, FOR TOMORROW WE DIE.”
Isaiah 22:13

 Epicurus died from digestive issue?
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MY ARGUMENT AGAINST GOD WAS THAT
THE UNIVERSE SEEMED SO CRUEL AND
UNJUST. BUT HOW HAD 1 GOT THIS IDEA OF JUST
AND UNJUST? A MAN DOES NOTCALLALINE
CROOKED UNLESS HE HAS SOME IDEAOF A -
STRAIGHT LINE. WHAT WAS | COMPARING THIS
UNIVERSE WITH WHEN ICALLED IT UNJUST?
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The Blasphemy’s

*God isn’t good, he’s able but unwilling,
therefore malevolent

He is Evil! If He is Sovereign and Powerful
*Therefore, | wont worship Him
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Wrong presuppositions

*God doesn’t OWE us anything good

*Assumes Epicurus is THE Moral authority!
Epicurus judged God!

 Epicurus’ question doesn’t resolve the
problem of Evil!! It only criticizes God!
Excuses hedonism
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've discovered most

Christians don't know what
to do with difficult situations
because they have bought

into the
(for ou

The reality of life is that if

ie that God owes us

- good behaviour).

you live long enough you are

going to

bleed, cry and hurt.

AND God is still God IN that.

Matt Chandler

1 Peter 4:12
Beloved, do not be
surprised at the fiery
ordeal among you,
which comes upon you
for your testing, as
though something
strange were
happening to you



"We do not desire hell, but we do desire evil.
The problem is that hell is
the appointed conse-
quence of evil. We desire
evil without hell and

Epicurus’ other,
sneaky
Presupposition is
that He wants the
fruit of the Spirit

heaven without God. This .
; : : without the
Is the quintessential fool's . .
, : indwelling of God
errand. The pursuit of evil

and the pleasures of
sin without the
interference of God!

is the road to hell. The
pursuit of God is the road
to heaven."

R.C. SPROUL



“Why do bad things happen to

— G CYE Whenever you
AT That only doubt the justice,
S | — goodness, or

Sovereignty of God,

Once, look again to the
and cross and thank
Him!

R.C. SPROUL
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God must vanquish Evil!?!

*Psalm 5:4 For You are not a God who takes
pleasure in wickedness; No evil can dwell
with You.

*Matthew 7:11 "So if you, despite being evil,
know how to give good gifts to your
children...”

Man is Evil. The curse of sin - death
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Don’t insult the one who can help!

*3rd His goodness leads to repentance

*4th God uses our emptiness and suffering
to awaken us to Him!

*5th He sent Jesus to save us from us



SOMETIMES IT TAKES
A PAINFUL EXPERIENCE
FOR US TO CHANGE OUR WAYS.
AND IN THAT OPPORTUNITY,
GOD IS GIVING US AN |
AWAKENING.




pay's

My troubles turned out!all for the best -
they forced me to learn from your textbook.
Psalm 119:71




How many
have come to
Christ out of
Heespa e suffering and

counted it a
blessing?

= C.S. Lewis
: 2 - ".1...__ -
. U ":-_—.:
: = 1 g =

g— 'I A}. :

-
- : e



We are puzzled and
bewildered whenever we see

suffering in this world
because we have become
accustomed to the mercy and
the long-suffering of God.
AMmazing grace is no longer

amazing to us.
R. C. Sproul
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THE QUESTION WE MUST ALWAYS ASK OF SUFFERING IS THIS:

JESUS'S FLABBERGASTING CLAIM IS THAT HE IS.

REBECCA MCLAUGHLIN
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*Only the believer can expect God to use it
for our good and one day deliver us from it!



God cares for the suffering

*There is something far worse than pain or
discomfort!

*Only the believer can expect God to use it
for our good and one day deliver us from it!

«God cares more about our holiness than
our happiness!
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“THE LORD 1S NEAR
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GOD DOES NOT'_.

= T e ——r

MAN EXISTS
FOR THE
HOILINESS AND
GI.ORY OF OoOD.



Jesus Christ did not suffer so that
you would not suffer.
He suffered so that when you suffer,
you’ll become more like him.
The gospel does not promise you

better life circumstances;

1t promises you

a better life.

-T'im Keller
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to make us think, to wean us
from the world, to send us to the
Bible, to drive us to our knees.

J.C. Ryle



GOD BRINGS MEN

~INTO %= L. WATER S

~ NOT TO DRIIWN THEM,
Bll'l' T0 CLEANSE THEM
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"NO MATTER HOW MUCH
INJUSTICE
| HAVE SUFFERED FROM
THE HANDS OF OTHER PEOPLE,
| HAVE NEVER SUFFERED
THE SLIGHTEST INJUSTICE
FROM THE HAND OF GOD.”

R.C. SPROUL






“"No healthy Christian
ever chooses suffering:
he chooses God's will, as
Jesus did, whether it
means suffering or not.”
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— Oswald Cham
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"God does not waste suffering; if he
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WHEN GOD
WOUNDS HE
WOUNDS LIKE
A
NOT LIKE A

CRIMINAL
MATT CHANDLER




IN THE MIDST OF YOUR TRIAL .
. REMEMBER YOU ARE NOT BEING
PUNISHED BY AN ANGRY GOD. B!

‘ PRUNED AND PURSUED BY A
, LOVING GOD.

JEN STULTS
“3 BIBLICAL REASONS
E—— FOR SUFFERING”




AFFLICTION DOTH NOT RISE OUT

OF THE DUST OR COME TO MEN BY CHANCE;
BUT IT IS THE LORD THAT SEMNDS IT,
AMD WE SHOULD OWHKN A MDD

REVERENCE HIS HAND INM IT.

Thomas Boston
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ur good.
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~John Piper
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This is God's universal purpose for

all Christion suffering: more

contentment in God and less
satisfaction in the world.

John Piper



"To the wicked man death is the
end of all joys; to a godly man it
is the end of all griefs”™

Puritan Matthew Henry




| know for certain that
God does not make mistakes,
but he does make miracles.
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Suffering and Evil?

*Only the follower of Christ has His comfort
and heaven in his future!

*Repent and turn to Christ!
*The elect trust He has a purpose!
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SUFFERING JINEWN O
AN OBSTACLE TO GoOD' s
PURPOSE BUT A MEANS
TO ACHIEVING IT.







-~ WE ARE 'i'ﬂl] PRONE TO ENGRAVE OUR

TRIALS IN MARBLE

AND WRITE OUR

BLESSINGS IN SAND.

— CHARLES H. SPURGEON
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. “THE ONLY WAY TO LEARN

STRON G FAITH

IS TO ENDURE GREAT TRIALS.
I HAVE LEARNEID MY FAILITH BY

- STANDING FIRM

AMID SEVERE TESTINGS.”
‘:_’—._'i 2= —IGEORGE MULLER
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® KEVIN CARDEN 2017
CHRISTIANPHOTOSHOPS .COM
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Because He's not finished yet.
glzeg will be. Rest assured.
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JOY iS WNOT
NECESSARILY
THE ABSENCE OF
SUFFERING. iT IS THE
PRESENCE OF GO




THE

IS A POOR
AND SUFFERING
CHURCH, BUT

IT HAS FEW
LUKEWARM

MEMBERS.
RICHARD
WURMBRAND




If 1l were to say, "God,
why me?"” about the baad
things, then | should

have said, "God, why

me?" about the good
things that happened in
my life.




COME. AND SEE THE VICTORIES OF THE CROSS

Christ's wounds adare thy HERALINGS

His agonies thy REPDSE
His conflicts thy CONQUESTS
His groans thy SONGS
His pains thine ERASE
His shame thwv GLORY
His death thy LIFE

His sufferimgs thy

SALVATION

HMACTTheww
HENRY




T H E PROBILEM
OF EVIL

A CHAILILENGE
TO GOD'S
EXITISTENCRE?
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Theodicy

(noun) the branch of theology that defends God's goodness and justice in
the face of the existence of evil



Good & Evil don't exist.

““The universe that we observe has precisely the properties
we should expect if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose,
no evil, no good, nothing but pitiless indifference.”™

[River out of Eden])

Richard Dawkins nanti-theist, Atheist.

Good & Evil do exist.

“’1 think a case can be made that faith is one of the
world’'s great evils, comparable to the smallpox
virus but harder to eradicate.™

[’Is Science a Religion?’)

Richard [Iawkms Anti-theist, Atheist.

Translation: "'Evil does doesn’t exist.”™




“CET'S FEAST AND DRINK FOR
TOMORROW WE DILE.”

"Domn’t BE FOOLED BY THOSE WHO
SAY SUCH THINGS, FOR "BAD
COMPANY CORRUVPTS GOOD CHARACTER.”
THINK CAREFVLLY ABOVT WHAT IS
RIGHT, AND STOP SINNING. FORrR
TO YOUR SHAME I SAY THAT SOME
OF YOV DON'T kunow &b AT AaLL.”

) CoriNTHIANS )S:B2-3\¢
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Suffering Is better than sinning.
There is more evil in a drop of sin
than in an ocean of affliction. Better,
burn for Christ; tt urn from Christ.

Charles H. Spurgeon
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|I 1S 4 sweet mercy to }‘3;1‘.'&" (O g0 E]'H'Ult;h ?']“IL" f'im'u{h

IF SOME FILTHINESS MAY
THEREBY BE REMOVED.

C.H. Spurgeon -~
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As soon as a baby enters the
world, the baby is
immediately introduced to
pain. It is somewhat
symbolic that life begins

with a cry.
R. C. Sproul



NEW PHILOSOPHY

STOICISM

EPICUREANISM

« Founded by Zeno

« Stoic philosophers believe
that humans should not
pressure desires like power
and wealth, because these
are dangerous.

« The ultimate good
is seeking knowledge :
and showing no R,
emotion towards
pleasure or pain.

« The ultimate

« Founded by Epicurus
« Epicurean philosophers

believe that the
only real things

are those we can
experience with
our 5 senses.

good is seeking
pleasure and
achieving
harmony of
body and mind.



[SATAH 45:7

ﬁ/h#r
.J!
“I form the Tight, and create darkness. | f/
I make peace,and create evil.

[ the Lord do all these things.”
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IEARS
are often the * \%
telescope by \ ‘

which men
see far info

HEAVEN.
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IF GOP EXISTS HE \S:
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AND CAN STeP
ALL EVIL

AND DESIRES
o CND EVIL

BuT CVIL EX)STS, SO EITMER Gop DeCsN'T EasT,

DR HE S NeT ALL THREE of THeSE. -



“The Christian is not a Stoic. Neither does
he flee into a fantasy world that denies
the reality of suffering.”

2.0 Syl




IS
WILLINGTo HEABLE

stngr st EVEL TG

THEN HE THENHEF 15
IS NoT MAL EVOLENT
OMNIPOTENT IS HE BOTH

ABLE AND
WILLING

WHENCE
EVIEE™
1S HE
NEITHER
]_El\i?R
WILL TNG

THENWHY
CALLHIM

GOD

-EPICURUS



St. Augustine’'s Theodicy

His Theory is a development of the freewill defence.

i.e. Do not quote the free will defence as independent of the Augustine ThEDdlﬂ.—'}f. as
they are based on the same belief in the true autonomy (independence) of
human beings.

He based his theory on key Biblical passages:
Genesis 1-3: the story of Adam and Eve and their 'Fall’ in the Garden of Eden.

Romans 5: 12-20: St Paul describes the Christian belief that Jesus' sacrifice
on the Cross wipes out the sin committed by Adam and Eve. Jesus' self
sacrifice has made available a boundless gift, the gift of righteousness.

He also based it on two assumptions:
1. Evil is not from God - God's creation was faultless and perfect
2. Evil came from within the world.






Despite the obvious emphasis of Scripture (in regard fo
suffering, we are bombarded by suggestions that the
successful Christian living Takes ploce in the realm of
constant victory, health, wholeness, and financial prosperily
Inresponse to this we are not fopretend that suffering

doesn’t exist or that it might be instantiycured. Such notions
are the product of empty heads and closed Bibles

- Alistair Begg
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“THER lS NO MORE DEVASTATING

~t OW AGAINST EVIL THEN WHEN A
HUMAN BEING CHOOSES GOD IN THE
FACE OF SUFFERING,

DISAPPOINTMENT, UNBELIEF, CHRONIC
PAIN, FRUSTRATION, ABANDONMENT ...
BEFORE THE CIRCUMSTANCES

CHANGE, TO GET UP AND PROCLAIM
THAT GOD IS GOOD IS A > -
DEVASTATING BLOW 10O EVIL™ 2
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