Additional notes:

Growth Group – Week starting 8 November 2021
Study 5:
The tongue – a most deadly weapon


James 3:1 – 12 
1. In what ways can the words we speak cause problems?
Read James 3:1 – 12.

2. In this passage James seems to be focusing on those who teach, although the teaching on the use of words is applicable to all of us. In what ways can those who teach can be judged more strictly? By whom? Why are they judged this way?






3. The next verse, v2 makes it clear that teachers are not perfect. What mistakes can they make?



4. Why do you think James turns his attention to the tongue?



5. How do the illustrations of the horse and the ship help us to understand the power of the tongue? Do you agree with James’ assessment?








6. In v5 and 6 what sort of harm can the tongue do? Can you think of times when you have caused harm? What can you learn in these situations?







7. Why is the tongue so hard to control?




8. In what ways can the tongue poison people and relationships?
9. In what ways can our speech be inconsistent?

10. What do our words show us about ourselves?






11. What reason is highlighted in v11 for controlling our tongue? How should we use our words?






12. Looking back, what have you learnt from our passage? What practical action do you need to take now?
