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Talking about the Third Article of The Apostles’ Creed 


I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


What does this mean?

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him, but the Holy Spirit has called me 
through the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, and sanctified and 
preserved me in the true faith, just as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and preserves it in union 
with Jesus Christ in the one true faith, in which Christian church He daily 
forgives abundantly all my sins, and the sins of all believers, and at the 
least day will raise up me and all the dead, and will grant everlasting life 
to me and to all who believe in Christ, This is most certainly true.


232  What is sanctification?   

Sanctification is the gracious work of the Holy Spirit by which He daily renews me more and more 
in the image of God through the Word and Sacraments.

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24    Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 
he will surely do it. 

Philippians 2:12-13     Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence 
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in 
you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 


233  How does sanctification show itself in your daily life?

It is shown in a growing love for God and other people, a desire to do His will in all things, and also 
by self-denial in striving against the devil, the world and may own sinful nature.

Ephesians 3:16-17    … that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be 

filled with all the fullness of God. 

Colossians 2:6-7   Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were 
taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

Matthew 16:24   Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.
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