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Greetings!
As you receive this, we will will just have completed a mini liturgical season we
often call Allsaintstide, or perhaps Allhallowstide. I always look forward to this
series of Holy Days! Most folks, even folks outside of the Church's ministry, tend to
enjoy the Eve of All Saints as a night of spooky fun, costumes, and of course candy.
But the days that follow are heavy with the Church's doctrine and pastoral
ministry.
On November 1, All Saints' Day, and November 2, All Faithful Departed (also known
as All Souls' Day), Christians all over the world take a couple of days to reflect on
God's goodness in the witness of His Holy People. We often think of saints as the
Avengers of the faith, the heroes of the Church with amazing stories of God's
power working mighty things in and through them. And I believe that we can
certainly be encouraged by the lives and witnesses of the saints. But the thing I
really love about All Saints is the sense that Christian holiness, wrought by the
Cross of Jesus, is absolutely available to each one of us. Which means that the
great little hymn "I sing a song of the Saints of God" is really onto something. That
sense of invitation into Christ-like lives is one of the great reasons why baptisms
are so appropriate for the day. All Saints' Day reminds me that anyone who seeks
after Jesus can be a light to the world, a beacon of hope, and a lamp of love in a
world that really, really needs it. This year, we offered a Choral Eucharist on the
Eve of All Saints, October 31, and on November 1, All Saints' Day, the Holy Eucharist
was presented with hymns.
And while All Saints is a day of celebration and sharing the joy of Christ with all his
people, All Souls is a bit more subdued. On All Souls, we remembered those saints,
family, and friends who have entered into their reward. We often call those that
have passed before us the "Church Triumphant," as we
trust that the dearly departed are now enjoying the perpetual light of rest in God's nearer presence. I look forward
to this day as an opportunity for grief and remembrance
even as we consider the joy of the Communion of the
Saints. This year, we offered a quiet Requiem Eucharist
in the Garden of the Resurrection at noon as well as a
full Choral Eucharist in the church at 6:30 p.m. with the
stunning Requiem setting by Maurice Duruflé.
I pray you have had a blessed Allhallowstide!
Yours,
The Rev. David Bumsted, Rector
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A Message from
Our Senior Warden
Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday. The weather
is crisp, the colors glorious, the pace leisurely (in
comparison to the subsequent sprint to Christmas),
and the menu predictable. Mostly, however, I love
that it is a holiday devoted entirely to generosity,
gratitude, and time with our dearest friends and
family. Thanksgiving reminds us to stop our daily
routines, breathe, and deeply appreciate the
blessings in our lives. It fills my heart.

"Autumn is the second spring when every
leaf is a flower." - Albert Camus

It surely isn’t purely coincidental that the season of thanksgiving coincides with
the season of stewardship.
Our parish has undergone a massive season of transition over the last three
years. Yet, instead of viewing this as a time to pull back, or become discouraged,
our community embraced the opportunity to acknowledge all that Saint John’s
means to us and to generously support our ministries with gratitude for all God
has so abundantly provided. Since 2018, stewardship pledging has increased each
year by about 4 percent - both in terms of pledging units and dollars. Imagine
what our parish can become if this trajectory continues and grows!
We have so much to be thankful for right now. We prayed for a special young
rector to lead and grow our parish, and God called Father David and Beka to us.
Technology enabled us to bridge the pandemic virtually and we have now
returned to worship together. There are new faces in our midst. We are buzzing
with activity. I am truly excited for the days ahead and we will be increasing our
household's pledge by 10 percent to help our parish family capitalize on the
opportunities ahead of us.
As we each prayerfully consider our projected giving for the coming year, let us
be guided by this season of gratitude. Please join me in refreshing and
invigorating the life of this sacred place with our pledges, with joy and
thanksgiving.

- Susan Walker

Flower Workshop Fun!
Saint John's Altar Guild and the Flower Committee gathered on Saturday,
October 2 for an inspired flower workshop presented by master gardener
and Linnaeus gardener, Sadie Cole Gordon. Sadie, one of our own, is a
freelance garden and floral designer who trained at the Constance Spry
Flower School in Surrey, England. She also received instruction in London
with Jane Packer and Kenneth Turner, as well as at Cambridge University.
A gentle and generous teacher, Sadie brought arrangements for display

Fall 2021 Outreach:

and armloads of florals for us to arrange as she explained the elements of
design, touching on the importance of connecting with nature as we move
along our spiritual paths. She shared the rich history and tradition of

Helping EIS

flowers on the altar. We were encouraged to forage from our gardens at
home and from those of our friends - because this is how the practice of
beautifying the church began. Father Bumsted delighted us with a visit and

This November, parishioners have the opportunity to join a fall drive to collect supplies for
Emergency Infant Services. Commonly known as EIS, this nonprofit organization offers
assistance with basic needs items for children ages five years old and under whose families
are facing financial and personal challenges. EIS respects all who walk through its doors,
offering same-day services, regardless of income or residency status. The top priority of EIS is
to provide accessible, immediate help because a hungry child cannot wait. With a staff of only
fifteen people, EIS cannot function without the generous contributions of time, funding, and
donated goods from folks like us. Several members of our congregation are involved in the
wonderful work of this well-respected community agency.
On Sunday, November 7, you will find a poster on the north wall of the Common Room with a
list of the supplies EIS is most in need of. As part of the church office commitment to help
collect goods for EIS this month, we invite parishioners to participate as you may be able. This
may be as simple as going online to make a financial contribution to EIS. Or, perhaps you
would like to visit its website and click the "Amazon Wish List" tab and buy a specific item or
size that is hard to keep in EIS inventory at its Denver service center. Or, maybe you'd like to
peek at the list of most helpful supplies on the poster and make a trip to the store (or order
from your favorite merchant) and obtain the supplies to bring to the church Common Room
drop off point by November 22. The church staff will deliver the items collected in our fall
drive on Tuesday, November 23.
If you'd like to have an emailed list of the supplies we are collecting for EIS, feel free to
contact Mary Waller (mwaller@sjtulsa.org). High priority needs include, but are not limited to:
formula, baby food, toddler-sized clothes and diapers, and baby wipes.
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a blessing.
For the finale, each table of workshoppers was presented with materials to
create a centerpiece of their own design. Masterpieces were made.
Laughter filled the Common Room! Thank you, all, for your enthusiasm and
constant devotion to Saint John's. We are planning a spring workshop and
welcoming the whole parish. Look for details in a future newsletter!

- Lise Dean

Simple Giving by Smartphone
It's easier than ever to make a donation to
Saint John's, especially on those days when
you don't have cash in your wallet, forgot to
write a check, or simply want to give fast but
also get a receipt. To donate by scan, hover
your smart phone over the QR code to the
right and follow the steps.
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Music News - Joseph Arndt
November and December are full of wonderful musical
offerings here at the church. Be sure to mark your calendar to
join us for the events below in person as you are able. If you
missed one of the early November services or concerts (or any
of our Saint John's programs), be sure to watch and listen to
them online as many are livestreamed on Facebook and
available to enjoy at any time.

Requiem by Maurice Duruflé
On November 2 Saint John's Church observed All Souls'
Day. At 6:30 p.m. that evening, the Chamber Choir offered
the Requiem by Maurice Duruflé in the context of the Holy
Eucharist. Duruflé created
stirring music with quotations from
Gregorian Chant.
Adam Pajan, organ
Erin Roth Thomas, mezzo-soprano
David Howard, baritone
The names of loved ones
departed since All Souls' Day
2020 were read at this service.

Save the Date for a Windsong Performance
Windsong, a semi-professional chamber choir in Oklahoma
City, returns this fall for its thirtieth season with a concert
featuring music of Marcel Tyberg. A victim of the Holocaust,
Tyberg’s music is not yet published and is rarely performed.
We are honored to host Windsong at Saint John's on Saturday, November 13 for a concert at 5:30 p.m. Jeanise
Wynn will conduct and Joseph Arndt will accompany on the
organ. Windsong will perform masses for choir and organ by
Tyberg. Admission will be free. Learn more about this choir
at www.windsongchoir.org.

Dupré Anniversary Celebration
On November 5, Saint John's will host an event in memory of
composer Marcel Dupré, presented by the Tulsa Chapter of
the American Guild of Organists.

This 6:30 p.m. lecture features Dr.
Jesse Eschbach, Professor of Organ
at the University of North Texas. At
7:30 p.m. Adam Pajan and Joseph
Arndt will offer an organ recital featuring two Dupré works: Deuxième
Symphonie, Opus 26, and Trois
Préludes et Fugues, Opus 7.
The lecture and recital are free and
open to the public.
2021 marks the 50th anniversary of the death of Dupré
(1886-1971), the most influential French organist-composer
of the 20th century.

Howells Canticles Continue during Evensong on
Sundays at 5:30 p.m.
The Canticles of Herbert Howells will
continue to be featured through our
Evensong services with an offering
on Sunday, November 7 at 5:30 p.m.
This service will highlight the Dallas
Canticles, finished in 1975 for St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church in Dallas. To
learn more about Howells and the role
of a Canticle, read the September
Evangelist (available online).
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Mark your Calendars for Bach Choir Events
The Oklahoma Bach Choir, an ensemble
in residence at Saint John’s Church,
continues to prepare for a winter program. Be sure to save the date for
December 3. Admission is free.
That Friday evening at 7 p.m., the choir
will present Cantatas for the Advent Season. The choir and
orchestra will perform BWV 35, 62 and 140.
This choir is dedicated to performing the sacred vocal music
of Johann Sebastian Bach with period instruments.

Bach and Advent to be the Topics of a
Special Adult Formation Class November 28
On Sunday, November 28, Joseph Arndt will lead a forum
from 9 to 9:30 a.m. in the Common Room on the subject of
"Bach Advent Cantatas: Music, Theology, and Symbolism."
Join Joseph for a forum that will give a preview of the Bach
Cantatas concert to be offered on Friday, December 3 at 7
p.m. He will highlight the two Advent cantatas to be
presented: BWV 62 (Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland) and
BWV 140 (Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme). This forum will
put these cantatas in the context of Bach’s career in Leipzig
(1723-1750). Joseph will also discuss the origins of the texts,
Bach’s compositional choices, as well as the symbolism of
“Bridal theology” apparent in BWV 140.
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Family & Youth - Josh Corsaro
Children’s Chapel and Sunday School - Children’s Chapel and
Sunday School continue throughout November. If you want
your children to participate in these classes, simply come to the
10 a.m. service and, during the sequence hymn, allow your
child(ren) to go with Joshua Corsaro and his volunteers to
Powell Hall. They will be back during the Peace. Sunday School
starts right after the 10 a.m. service on the Labyrinth and will
last for around thirty minutes. If you have questions, please let
me, Joshua Corsaro, know at jcorsaro@sjtulsa.org.
We are excited to introduce a new
Sunday school curriculum,
Storymakers, just in time for
Advent. This curriculum is interactive
and designed to allow kids to play
with the biblical story, and ultimately
draw them into God’s story.
Acolytes - Our acolyte program
continues to grow, but we would like
to ask for other members to join. This
program is something for adults,
children, and teens. If you are interested, please contact me.
Christmas Tableau - Hey families! For those of you who do not
know, Saint John’s does a Tableau of the Gospel reading during
the Christmas Eve service. With us meeting regularly in the
church building, we can actually move forward on doing a 2021
Tableau! All kids, and even adults, are welcome to join in on this.
All we ask is you reach out to me so we can see who wants to
be involved. Participants can be shepherds, angels, and
potentially animals. We look forward to having this in person!

For the Adults!

Boy
Scouts
Troop
153

Scouting News

- Carolyn Davis

This past month Troop 153 participated in the Indian Nations
Council Camporee, a regional event at Zink Ranch, with a host of
activities available, including zipline, canoeing, and shooting sports.
The event was capped off with a fantastic fireworks display.
Fall is the time of year we invite Webelos, fourth and fifth graders
from area Cub Scout Packs, to join us on a few campouts. It is an
opportunity to experience Troop 153 as they are considering which
Boy Scout troop they will transition into when they complete Cub
Scouts. We are proud of all our Scouts in leadership positions and
how they help our troop distinguish itself as a troop of excellence.
Many new families who join our troop each spring comment on how
well our “boy-led” troop operates and how they want that
experience for their Scout. The vision of Lord Baden-Powell, when
he started the movement over a century ago that would become
Boy Scouts of America, was that “Scouting is a game for boys
under the leadership of boys under the direction of a man.” In
every responsibility, in every role, in every activity, in every Scout,
Troop 153 is building leadership skills to last a lifetime.
Speaking of a troop of excellence, Troop 153 is proud to announce
our newest Eagle Scout, Josh Philp. Congratulations, Josh!

- Josh Corsaro

Adult Formation - Father David continues his class, Turning
Points, in early November. These Sunday lessons for adults
cover major events in church history. If you wish to join, just
come to the Common Room at 9 a.m. (between the services).
There will also be coffee and refreshments.
Young Adult’s Brunch Our Young Adult’s Brunch
will be held this month on
November 28 after the
10 a.m. worship service. If
you are interested in making a reservation this month,
please contact Joseph Arndt
at jarndt@sjtulsa.org.
Let's Serve at Iron Gate!
The Iron Gate service team continues to meet the first
Saturday of the month, but we are changing how we will meet.
Instead of meeting at the location, we will meet at the church
and either use the van or carpool over to the location. We will
meet at the church at 7:45 a.m. and then drive over to Iron
Gate and volunteer from 8-9:30 a.m. After that, we will find a
place to get coffee. If you want to be a part of this and are at
least 13 years or older, email me at jcorsaro@sjtulsa.org.
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Saints
at the
Zoo!
The second weekend in October, parishioners of all ages
visited the Tulsa Zoo & Living Museum for an afternoon of
fun and fellowship. After their walk on the wild side at this
wonderful Tulsa treasure, the group returned to the church
to share some delicious Andolini's Pizza. We wish to extend a
special thanks to Meghan Joiner for planning this exciting
outing and for the gift of her Zoo Friends entry passes!
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Getting to Know...the Vestry

Getting to Know...the Altar Guild

We give thanks to George Dotson, who is wrapping up his
third year on the Vestry. In addition, we wish him a blessed
Veteran’s Day. We are grateful for his service to America in
the armed forces. Next time you see George, be sure to ask
him about Saint Simeon’s or Phyllis’ amazing desserts!

Jane Cowdery's life is a rich combination
of living around the world, family, career,
and service to her churches. We know you
will enjoy getting to know just a bit more
about this parish volunteer. And, we recognize her father’s service to our country and
the sacrifices (and opportunities) Jane’s
family made (and had) as a military family.

Q: Where were you born? A: I was born in Okemah,
Oklahoma on Christmas Day of 1940. My father was working
in Colombia, South America, and my parents and older sister,
Joanne, had lived there for eight years. WWII was
underway, and my father did not want any confusion about
my passport. He sent my expectant mother and Joanne to
Okemah, followed by a prompt return to Colombia. My
mother carried me back to Colombia in a basket when I was
six weeks old on the PanAm Clipper flying boat! We returned
to Oklahoma and I attended all twelve years of public school
in Chickasha.
Q: Tell us about your passion for
Saint John’s music. A: I enjoy music,
particularly classical music. I took
piano lessons as a boy, and enjoyed
everything about it except practicing. I gave it up for football and a
professional football career. Now I
am 0-2 in piano and professional
football. My outlet is Joseph Arndt
and his command of the organ!

Q: Please share a bit about your
family. A: I am married to Phyllis,
who was and still is my only REAL
girlfriend! I had a few platonic
chums in high school and freshman year of college. Phyllis
and I met as sophomores, dated four years, and have been
married fifty-eight more! Our only daughter, Sarah, lives in
Kansas City. She has three children: Parker, who is in his
second year of med school at Duke University; Duncan, who
is a college sophomore in K.C.; and George, who is a high
school senior. Our son, Benjamin, passed away in 1978 at age
eight years. And our son, Grant, lives in New Castle,
Colorado. His daughter, Grace, is a high school junior.
Q: Tell us a little about your career. A: I am most fortunate to
have worked for three best-in-class organizations: the United
States Army (five years), Helmerich & Payne, Inc. (thirty-six
years), and Atwood Oceanics, Inc. (thirty years).
Q: Do you have a favorite holiday? A: Thanksgiving has
always been a special day for me because it is a family day,
with a few exceptions. Growing up, it was always a day of
delicious meals, good weather, football out of doors, and
family. During my college years, it was a day in Maine with
Phyllis’s parents and grandparents, followed by a Boston
Bruins game at the Boston Garden. And in Tulsa, it was
always with family for Phyllis’s superb dinners. The
exceptions have been Army Thanksgivings spent with the
troops in Germany and Vietnam, and on international rig
camp sites with the H&P employees. Phyllis attended several
Thanksgiving dinners with me at various rig sites such as
southern Bolivia, Venezuela, and in the Rocky Mountains.
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Q: Where did you grow up? A: My parents met in Washington
where my dad was doing an internship and my mom was a
nurse before World War II. My dad was an army surgeon in
WWII and Korea. My two sisters and I were born in
Washington and we grew up in many more places: Governor’s
Island, New York; Gainesville, Florida; Hyattsville, Maryland;
West Point, New York; Orleans, France; and Fort Knox,
Kentucky. We ended up at the University of Oklahoma when
my folks were transferred to Fort Sill.
Q: What location did you find the most unusual of the places
you have lived? A: France, where I attended eighth through
tenth grades at Orleans American High School. The schools
the Department of Defense operated had good teachers. We
had a Teen Club and were always awaiting the new dances
and records from the States. We did not have a television or a
telephone there but did have an American Forces Network
radio. We got to see many countries in Europe. Orleans was in
the chateau country so we'd take a picnic and go see Loire
Valley chateaus on the weekend.
Q: Were you raised Episcopalian? A: We always attended the
churches on post, which were largely interdenominational
Protestant, except all the church clergy and staff and services
that I really remember from like fourth grade on were
Episcopalian. I have fond memories of children’s choir and
youth choir at West Point at the post’s Episcopal Church there.
I went to the Catholic church and St. John’s Episcopal Church
while in Norman. I was confirmed in maybe 1969 at St.
Stephens in Wichita and then went on to St. Dunstan’s in
Houston, St. Mary’s in Edmond, and St. Dunstan’s in Tulsa
before landing at Saint John’s in about 1998. Saint John’s Altar
Guild is my fifth altar guild!
Q: Tell us more about your family. A: My husband, Allen, and I
were married at All Souls Church in Oklahoma City, and we
lived in Wichita, Houston, and Edmond before moving to Tulsa
in 1983. We lost Allen in August 2014. Forty-five years of
marriage was not long enough. Our son Owen went to OU and
now lives in Tulsa and attends Saint John’s. Our daughter
Elizabeth attended Southern Methodist University, is married
to John Daniel, and lives in Houston with my two
grandchildren: Katie, a high school sophomore, and Will, who
is in fifth grade.
Q: Tell us about
your career. A: I
am on my fourth
career, as I like
to say. I’ve been
an attorney since
1990 - started late
in life - and am
still at it.
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The Blessing of the Pets Recap
The afternoon of Sunday, Oct. 10, Father David led a Blessing of the
Pets service on the labyrinth in observance of the fall tradition to
recognize Saint Francis and the important role pets play in our lives.
During the short prayer service, attendees petitioned for the health,
recovery of health, or general well-being and happiness of all the
pets. Pet owners received a pet blessing “certificate” for each animal
they brought and the fur buddies received treats. Thanks to everyone
who came out and to all who played a role in planning the special
event.
Special note of office closure: the church office and building will be
closed on Thursday, November 11 in observance of Veteran's Day.
There will be no Daily Office offered that evening to give all staff and
readers the opportunity to participate in this national holiday.

Inclement Weather Policy Update

The Daughters of the King to Host New
Scripture Study: Women of the Bible
Beginning January 2022, Father David will lead a study of Women of
the Bible. Please join the Daughters of the King on the first Thursday
of each month from 11 a.m. to noon, as this ministry hosts a study of
biblical women.
The schedule is as follows: Sarah
(January); Rahab (February);
Abigail (March); Esther (April);
Mary, Mother of Jesus (May), Mary
of Bethany (May); Mary Magdalene
(June); The Samaritan Woman
(July); the Canaanite Woman
(August); and Sapphira
(September). Everyone is invited to
join us as Father David relates the
significance and recalls the stories
of these women of the Bible.

Tuesday Trekkers Fall Update
The Trekkers have been enjoying the
fabulous fall weather and welcoming
walkers to the fellowship time outdoors.
On Oct. 26, Father David hosted a postwalk happy hour on the church patio and
Oct. 30 the Trekkers organized a festive
football-themed tailgate party and trunkor-treat opportunity for the parish
children. With the evenings getting
darker earlier and seasonal activities
kicking into a higher gear, the Trekkers
will take a break starting November 2.
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Please be aware that the church office has updated the weekday
inclement weather policy for the church office. Beginning in
November 2021, the office open/closure policy will follow the Tulsa
Public Schools' plan for inclement weather (ice, snow, forecasted
extreme storms, dangerous cold, etc.). Related to this, on days the
office closes early, or all day, there will be no Daily Office offered in
the evening. Additionally, all groups routinely scheduled for a
meeting in the building will not be hosted in the church if there is an
office closure due to weather on that meeting day/at that time. We
regret any inconvenience this may cause, however the office
leadership desires to practice an abundance of caution and follow
best practices for the safety of our staff and visitors.

Mark Your Calendar for Nov. 21 Commitment Sunday!
The parish's annual stewardship pledge campaign kicked into
high gear the last week of October. You should already have
received your letter from Father David and pledge card in the
mail at your residence.
If you did not, let Debbie
in the church office know.
We hope your schedule will
permit you to attend church
on Sunday, November 21 to
show your support of this
important yearly initiative.
Please see the special insert page in this newsletter for more
information about the Saint John's "Refresh" pledge campaign
with messages from our Rector, our treasurer, and more.

Save the Date:
We merrily announce the all-parish
Christmas party, hosted by the
Vestry, will return on December 9.
More details coming in mid-November.

Dec.
9
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Milestones

Birthdays
Phyllis Anderson
Charlene Ballard
Steven Balman
Leta Bell
Marlowe Brown
Lexey Cavert
James Cavert
Hudson Cox
Evan Dean
Taylor Emery
Rick Ferguson
Todd Frazee
Colin Frazee
Earlene Gathright
Sophia Gillett
Vaughn Graham
Harper Graves
Charlie Hocker
Sarah Johnson
Annabel Jones
Paula Kempe
Lynn Kimmel

Beverly Lewis
Mary Marchetti
Jeffrey Marlow
Ashley Martin
Shelton Mason
Julia Morley
Dianne O'Hara
Herbert Oven
Kenneth Pohl
Phyllis Powell
John Quesnal
Elizabeth Rainey
Grace Randolph
Susan Scott
James Sicking
Allen Smith
Sandra Smith
Noelle Souter
Margaret Stewart
Steve Taylor
Heather Turner
Nadia Wheeler

Michaelmas
On Sunday, Oct. 3, the parish and public were invited to a
special evening worship service called Michaelmas, to pray for
the protectors in our community. We gave thanks for the men
and women of Tulsa and Tulsa County who serve as protectors
of people and property. Additionally, we invited the Tulsa
police, fire and emergency responders to a reception prior to
the Evensong service. Above are a couple of snapshots of our
parishioners chatting with visiting TPD officers. Pictured with
Father David immediately above are (l to r) officers Baxter,
Reyes and Lt. Dodd during the pre-service social time.

Holey Stitchers
Last month we caught up with Donna, Peggy, Diane and Barbara during a
Holey Stitchers Tuesday morning meeting time. The Stitchers are a group of
Saint John's parishioners and friends who meet each week at 10 a.m. to stitch,
share the projects they are working on individually, and to enjoy one another’s
company. Their projects vary - knitting, cross stitch, sewing, embroidery, and
needlepoint - and the meeting time usually lasts a couple hours (although
that’s not set in stone). If you would like to know more about attending, email
Dianne at dianne.schooley@cox.net.

Pledge Envelopes
Do you need weekly
pledge/giving envelopes for
your contributions to the church?
If so, please contact Debbie
Ainley in the church office at
dainley@sjtulsa.org.
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Happy Thanksgiving!

Thanksgiving Worship
Thursday
November 25
at 10 a.m.

The Evangelist

Thanksgiving
Day Meal
Plans are developing for a
parishioner-led Thanksgiving day
lunch to follow the 10 a.m. worship.
Contact Nick Bradford by phone
call, text, or email if you would like
to help, RSVP, or bring a dish to
share - (918) 812-4860 or
tulsamasterstylist@gmail.com.
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