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Talking about the Third Article of The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean? 
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him, but the Holy Spirit has 
called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, and 
sanctified and preserved me in the true faith, just as He calls, 
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on 
earth, and preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true 
faith, in which Christian church He daily forgives abundantly all my 
sins, and the sins of all believers, and at the last day will raise up 
me and all the dead, and will grant everlasting life to me and to all 
who believe in Christ, This is most certainly true. 

236  What is preservation? 

Preservation is that gracious work of the Holy Spirit by which He, through the Word of God and the 
Lord’s Supper, feeds and strengthens my spiritual life, and gives me instruction, guidance, 
correction and comfort, keeping me in God’s grace. 
Philippians 1:4   …always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, …  And I am sure of 
this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17   All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness,  that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.  
1 Peter 2:24-25   He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  

237  What does it mean to gather the whole Christian Church? 

The Holy Spirit gathers the whole Christian Church when He 
calls people one by one into fellowship with Christ and makes 
of them one family before God. 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13   For just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink 
of one Spirit. 

           Scriptures are noted in the English Standard Version  
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