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Talking about the Third Article of The Apostles’ Creed 


I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


What does this mean?

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him, but the Holy Spirit has 
called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, and 
sanctified and preserved me in the true faith, just as He calls, 
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on 
earth, and preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true 
faith, in which Christian church He daily forgives abundantly all my 
sins, and the sins of all believers, and at the last day will raise up 
me and all the dead, and will grant everlasting life to me and to all 
who believe in Christ, This is most certainly true.


238  What is the Holy Christian Church?


The Holy Christian Church is the communion of saints, that is, all believers in Christ, since all 
believers, and only believers, are members of this Church.

Ephesians 2:19-22   So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

Romans 12:4-5   For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.

Romans 8:9b   … Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.


239  What does the Bible teach about the way 
the Church began?

The Bible teaches that the Church began when the 
Holy Spirit was given to all believers on the Day of 
Pentecost, ten days after Christ’s ascension to heaven.

Acts 2:41-42   So those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were added that day about three 
thousand souls. And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.
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