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PREPARE

AS WE GATHER

Preparing for Christmas, we buy presents, attend social gatherings, decorate, make plans to gather with family, and
some will brace for the pain of grief that can be so difficult this time of year. In the middle of all our preparing, today
the voice of John the Baptist rings out, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” Undergirding all the preparing we are doing is
preparing for the Lord. John calls us to “bear fruits in keeping with repentance.” In worship, we do just that. We
repent. We turn again to God, seeking His mercy, receiving His forgiveness, partaking of His grace. This leads to
bearing the fruit of the Spirit. John highlights the fruit of generosity and contentment. What fruit is God calling you to
bear as you prepare for Christmas?

+ PREPARATION +

OPENING SENTENCES Malachi 3:1, 6; Luke 3:4; Philippians 1:6, adapt.
The LORD says, “Prepare the way of the Lord.”

We thank You, O Lord!

The LORD says, “The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, He is coming.”
We adore You, O Lord!

The LORD says, “I the LORD do not change; therefore you are not consumed.”

We praise You, O Lord!

The LorD who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

We worship You, O Lord!
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Tune: Public domain Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005419



INVOCATION
P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Two Advent candles are lit.

@) Let us pray.

O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You are the light that shines in all the
darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect Your light and let
it shine; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6-7
P) Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation in Christ, we confess our sins
to God and one another.

A time of silence is observed.
(P) We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and deed. We have not
borne fruit worthy of repentance. We have sinned against You and our neighbors.

Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.

(P) Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD!
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Tune: Public domain
Text: © 2015 Stephen M. Fearing. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110005419

=

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 81:8; 10-11, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b
(P} The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.”
Hear, O My people, while  admonish you! O Israel, if you would but listen to Me!

| am the LoRD your God, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. Open your mouth wide,
and | will fill it.
But My people did not listen to My voice; Israel would not submit to Me.

®

Oh, that My people would listen to Me, that Israel would walk in My ways!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.”

SALUTATION
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(P) Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord,
to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son,

(P} that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 3:1-7b
1“Behold, | send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,



behold, he is coming, says the LorD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who
can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they
will bring offerings in righteousness to the LorD. “Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.

>“Then | will draw near to you for judgment. | will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against
the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his
wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear
me, says the LORD of hosts.

%“For | the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. ‘From the
days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 66:1-12; antiphon: v. 12b
(P) You have brought us out to a place of abundance.
Shout for joy to God, all the earth;

P] sing the glory of His name;
give to Him glorious praise!
Say to God, “How awesome are Your deeds!
So great is Your power that Your enemies come cringing to You.

(P} All the earth worships You
and sings praises to You;
they sing praises to Your name.”
Come and see what God has done:
He is awesome in His deeds toward the children of man.

(P) He turned the sea into dry land;
they passed through the river on foot.
There did we rejoice in Him,
who rules by His might forever,
whose eyes keep watch on the nations—
let not the rebellious exalt themselves.

(P) Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of His praise be heard,

who has kept our soul among the living
and has not let our feet slip.

(P) For You, O God, have tested us;
You have tried us as silver is tried.
You brought us into the net;
You laid a crushing burden on our backs;

(P} You let men ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;
yet You have brought us out to a place of abundance.



Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

(P} You have brought us out to a place of abundance.

EPISTLE Philippians 1:2-11

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3| thank my God in all my remembrance of you, “always in every prayer of mine for you all making
my prayer with joy, °because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6And | am
sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because | hold you in my heart, for you are all
partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the
gospel. 8For God is my witness, how | yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. °And it is my
prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, °so that you
may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 1illed with the
fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
VERSE Luke 3:4b, 6

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluial Alleluial
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Prepare the way of the Lord,
make His paths straight;

® >

all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluial Alleluial

®

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 3:1-20
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

!In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 2And he went into all the region around the
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of
the words of Isaiah the prophet,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
SEvery valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall become straight,

and the rough places shall become level ways,
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”



"He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.” For | tell you, God is able from these stones
to raise up children for Abraham. °Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10ANnd the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” *And he answered them, “Whoever has
two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax
collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he said to
them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” *Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall
we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation,
and be content with your wages.”

15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Christ, 8John answered them all, saying, “I| baptize you with water, but he
who is mightier than | is coming, the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 1’His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor
and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

18S0 with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 1°But Herod the tetrarch,
who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod
had done, 2°added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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SERMON

CREED

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -} of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

d

As we prepare our hearts and minds for Christ's coming, we turn to the Lord in prayer.

A brief time of silence may be observed.

d

O Wisdom from on high, guide Your Church throughout the world to repent—to turn each day to
You, confessing our sins and being restored by You to bear the fruit of the Spirit. Move the
leaders, pastors, teachers, and all the people of our Synod to bear fruits in keeping with
repentance. We pray,

hear us, coming Lord.

O Desire of nations, bless the leaders of nations, our president and Congress, our governors and
local leaders. Move all leaders to cease envy and boastfulness, injustice and corruption. Guide
our leaders to be honorable people who do not neglect the poor and who strive toward the
flourishing of all human beings. Bless those who serve in our armed forces and lift up refugees
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and all victims of war. Bring peace between us and our enemies and let Your peace reign over
this broken world. We pray,
hear us, coming Lord.

O Dayspring from on high, come to the aid of all who are in need. As You humbly entered this
world as a vulnerable baby, help all of us to enter humbly the lives of those who are sick, facing
surgery, or dying, to offer comfort and hope, [especially . . .]. Bring healing according to Your will
and peace to those whose suffering endures. Thank You for the work of doctors, nurses, and
other medical professionals who work toward healing and restoration of wholeness. Guide
scientists searching for cures for diseases that bring suffering to the world that their work might
lead to healing for many. We pray,

hear us, coming Lord.

O Key of David, let Your joy, forgiveness, and peace flow freely in and among the families of this
congregation. Empower parents and grandparents to love their children and children to love their
parents. Watch over all who travel and comfort families who are separated by many miles. Guide
families to be places where Your love is demonstrated to strangers as well as to friends. We
pray,

hear us, coming Lord.

O Lord of might, empower us to hear the words of John the Baptist afresh today. Lead us to
repent of those things that hinder our trust in You and fill us by the Holy Spirit to bear much fruit.
We pray,

hear us, coming Lord.

O Immanuel, You deliver Your people even from the grip of death. Comfort those who mourn and
use us to express the hope that comes from trusting in You. Bring us to be with them on that
great day to come, and until that day give us grace to endure life’s difficulties, while also abiding
in Your love. We pray,

hear us, coming Lord.

You, O Lord, know the thoughts of our hearts and hear those prayers that come to You in sighs
too deep for words. All our prayer we entrust to You in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.
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+ SACRAMENT +

PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

® =

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

® =

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

®

PROPER PREFACE

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose coming John
the Baptist proclaimed in the wilderness and by whose death and resurrection calls us to repent,
turning again and again to the font of His mercy, so that our lives bear fruit worthy of repentance.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P)

Thank You, Lord of all creation, for this gift of our Lord’s Supper, by which You prepare us to

journey through those wilderness times of our life assured of Your presence and promise.

We thank You. We praise You. We adore You. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I~ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My -k blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

(P)

d

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink,
You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your
rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI

(P)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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389 LET ALL TOGETHER PRAISE OUR GOD

347 COMFORT, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
(P) Let us pray.

Thank You, Lord, for this gift of Christ’'s body and blood. Prepare our hearts by this great gift to
love You and to serve our neighbor; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



BENEDICTION Philippians 1:6; Numbers 6:24-26
P} He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.

Amen.
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Prayers

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Prayers of thanks for Bob Guenthner who is celebrating his birthday this week.

Prayers of Comfort and Healing
For all who suffer from anxiety and depression.

For all who suffer from Covid 19.

Prayers for comfort and understanding for all those who are battling cancer.

For Shay Connell who is in Seattle undergoing tests before going on the transplant list.
For Jordan as he awaits results of his biopsy.

For Karen Hartley the wife of Pastor Bill Hartley at St Johns in Spokane.

Other Prayers
Safety for all who are traveling.

All who serve in our armed forces and their families.

Can we pray for you? Share your prayer requests by email at office@concordiapullman.org
or fill out one of the white cards in the pews and place it in the offering plate.



