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Talking about the Third Article of The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean? 
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him, but the Holy Spirit has 
called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, and 
sanctified and preserved me in the true faith, just as He calls, 
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on 
earth, and preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true 
faith, in which Christian church He daily forgives abundantly all my 
sins, and the sins of all believers, and at the last day will raise up 
me and all the dead, and will grant everlasting life to me and to all 
who believe in Christ, This is most certainly true. 

245  How is this Church visible in  the world? 

The church is visible in this world when Christians unite around the Word and Sacraments and form 
congregations. These congregations may be organized into synods, denominations, or 
associations. 
Acts 2:47b   … And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.  

246		Why do Christians unite in this way?	
Christians unite in this way in order that the Gospel might be preached in purity and the 
sacraments administered according to the Gospel. 
Hebrews 10:25   … not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing near.  

Ephesians 4:11-13   And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain 
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ 
… 

 Colossians 3:16   Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

      Scriptures are noted in the English Standard Version  
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