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PEACE

AS WE GATHER

Our world is filled with turmoil, strife, contention. Every time it seems that our nation or even our own
lives are at peace, again something disrupts it. Peace is as elusive as a slippery eel. Today’s
Readings point us to the truth that the peace we seek cannot come from the powers of the world, nor
can it come from anything in our own hearts or our spiritual potential. Real peace comes from what
seems like the least promising place: a little town, through the young Virgin. Peace comes from
Bethlehem, from where God comes to us. From God’s Word. From the Bread of Life in Holy
Communion. Real peace comes to us, often beyond our understanding, through the babe of
Bethlehem, Jesus Christ, through whom God made peace with us by a cross.

+ PREPARATION +

OPENING SENTENCES Luke 1:49-51, 54, adapt.
The mighty Lord has done great things and holy is His name.
We thank You, O Lord!

®

The Lord’s mercy is for those who fear Him from generation to generation.
We adore You, O Lord!

®

The Lord has shown the strength of His arm.
We praise You, O Lord!

® >

The Lord has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy.
We worship You, O Lord!

@

361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
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10 Iit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - vy, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv’'n!
4 O ho - ly Child of Beth-1le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter 1in, Be born 1n us to - day.




2z o.
Y
Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last -ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas  an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And  prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters 1n.

O come to us, a- bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!
Text and tune: Public domain
INVOCATION
P} In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
All four Advent candles are lit.

@) Let us pray.

O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You are the light that shines in all the
darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect Your light and let
it shine; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6—7
(P) Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation in Christ, we confess our sins
to God and one another.

A time of silence is observed.

(P) We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and deed. We have not
always been instruments of Your peace. Our homes have at times been places of strife and
turmoil by our own fault. Even in the church sometimes we have chosen to fight rather than to
make peace.

Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.

Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD!

®



KYRIE FOR THE FOUR SUNDAYS IN ADVENT st. 4
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sins And help us love so new-ness can be - gin.
Tune: Public domain Text: © 2015 Stephen M. Fearing. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110005419

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ WORD +

INTROIT 1 Samuel 2:1b, 2, 5b-7; antiphon: Luke 1:46b—47

P} My soul magnifies the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

P} My mouth derides my enemies,

because | rejoice in Your salvation.

(P} There is none holy like the LORD;

there is none besides You; there is no rock like our God.

(P} The barren has borne seven,

but she who has many children is forlorn.



The LorbD kills and brings to life;
He brings down to Sheol and raises up.

® =

The LoORD makes poor and makes rich;
He brings low and He exalts.

®

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P} My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

SALUTATION
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
@) Let us pray.

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might,
that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy;
(P) for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 5:2-5a

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
STherefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return
to the people of Israel.
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LoRoD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.
SAnd he shall be their peace.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

®
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SALM Psalm 80:1-7; antiphon: v. 7
Restore us, O God of hosts;
let Your face shine, that we may be saved!

@

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
You who lead Joseph like a flock!
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You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. Before Ephraim and Benjamin and
Manasseh, stir up Your might and come to save us!
Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be saved!

®

O LorD God of hosts, how long will You be angry with Your people’s prayers?
You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them tears to drink in full measure.

®

You make us an object of contention for our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh among themselves.
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Restore us, O God of hosts;
let Your face shine, that we may be saved!

®

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

(P Restore us, O God of hosts;

let Your face shine, that we may be saved!

GRADUAL Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.
(P) Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.

Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.

® >

Blesséd is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.

® >

EPISTLE Hebrews 10:5-10
SWhen Christ came into the world, he said,

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body have you prepared for me;

%in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.

Then | said, ‘Behold, | have come to do your will, O God,
as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.”

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and
burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), °then he added, “Behold, |
have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. °And by that will
we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

VERSE Matthew 1:23a
P) Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!



(P) Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call His name Immanuel. Alleluia! Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:39-56
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, %°and she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 4*And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of
Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, °and she exclaimed
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! “3And why is
this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? “*For behold, when the sound of
your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. “°And blessed is she who
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”

46And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
4and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
“8for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed,;
4for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
S0And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
53he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent empty away.
%4He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
5as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



(Sing alternating starting w/ v 3 (pulpit, lectern, Men, Women, all sing Chorus))

357 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL
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Shall come to thee, Is - ra - el
5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
And open wide our heav’'nly home; In one the hearts of all mankind;
Make safe the way that leads on high, Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And close the path to misery. Refrain And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Refrain

Tune and text: Public domain

SERMON



CREED

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -} of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

d

As we prepare our hearts and minds for Christ’'s coming, we turn to the Lord in prayer.

A brief time of silence may be observed.

(P)

O Wisdom from on high, grant us peace. Move the leaders, pastors, teachers, and all the people
of our Synod to be peacemakers. We pray,
hear us, coming Lord.

O Desire of nations, bless the leaders of nations, our president and Congress, our governors and
local leaders. Move all leaders to cease envy and boastfulness, injustice and corruption. Guide
our leaders to be honorable people who do not neglect the poor and who strive toward the
flourishing of all human beings. Bless those who serve in our armed forces and lift up refugees
and all victims of war. Bring peace between us and our enemies and let Your peace reign over
this broken world. We pray,

hear us, coming Lord.
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O Dayspring from on high, come to the aid of all who are in need. As You humbly entered this
world as a vulnerable baby, help all of us humbly to enter the lives of those who are sick, facing
surgery, or dying, to offer comfort and hope, [especially . . .]. Bring healing according to Your will
and peace to those whose suffering endures. Thank You for the work of doctors, nurses, and
other medical professionals who work toward healing and restoration of wholeness. Guide
scientists searching for cures for diseases that bring suffering to the world that their work might
lead to healing for many. We pray,

hear us, coming Lord.

O Key of David, let Your peace flow freely in and among the families of this congregation.
Empower parents and grandparents to love their children and children to love their parents.
Watch over all who travel and comfort families who are separated by many miles. Guide families
to be places where Your love is demonstrated to strangers as well as to friends. We pray,

hear us, coming Lord.

O Lord of might, let the peace that surpasses human understanding, the peace that comes from
being in Christ, so fill our hearts that we become signs of Your peace in this chaotic world. We

pray,
hear us, coming Lord.

O Immanuel, You deliver Your people even from the grip of death. Comfort those who mourn and
use us to express the hope that comes from trusting in You. Bring us to be with them on that
great day to come, and until that day give us grace to endure life’s difficulties, while also abiding
in Your love. We pray,

hear us, coming Lord.

You, O Lord, know the thoughts of our hearts and hear those prayers that come to You in sighs
too deep for words. All our prayer we entrust to You in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY
+ SACRAMENT +
PREFACE
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

(P)

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who made peace
between God and humanity by dying on the cross and being raised by the Father. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P} Thank You, Lord of all creation, for Your constant, abiding, seeking love, given to us now in the
Supper of our Lord. You created the heavens, the earth, all creatures, and human beings. You
promised a Savior when Adam and Eve rebelled against You. You made Your covenant with
Abraham and Sarah to bless the world through their offspring. You saved the Israelites from
slavery in Egypt and guided them through the wilderness. You sent prophets to people who had
again rebelled against You. In the fullness of time, You sent to us Jesus, Your Son, who
proclaimed, taught, and demonstrated the coming Kingdom and who suffered, died, rose, and
ascended. You provide for us the body and blood of Christ to forgive our sins, and You empower
us to love the world as You have first loved us. In You we find the peace that surpasses human
understanding.

We thank You. We praise You. We adore You. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My -} blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
(P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



(P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink,
You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your
rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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BN




+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS +
384 OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN
332 SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME
347 COMFORT, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE
359 LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
(P} Letus pray.

Thank You, Lord, for the peace that comes to us through Christ’s body and blood. Help us leave
this Table so filled with Your peace that it overflows to our homes, our church, and our
community; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION Luke 1:54-55; Numbers 6:24-26
(P) The Lord has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy, as He spoke to our
fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.

Amen.
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Text and tune: Public domain
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Prayers

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
Prayers of thanks for Becky Hill, Julie Denison, and Robert Geiden who are celebrating their

birthdays this week.

Thanksgiving for Zach & Jessica Heiden, and Robert & Shirley Giden as they celebrate their
wedding anniversaries.

Prayers of Comfort and Healing
For all who suffer from anxiety and depression.

For all who suffer from Covid 19.

Prayers for comfort and understanding for all those who are battling cancer.

For Shay Connell as she is now on the heart transplant list.

Comfort for Ana Gogosha and her family as they mourn the death of her grandma betsy.
Healing for Mike Walker and for Samantha Schertenleib as they recover from surgery.

For Pamela who has suffered many strokes and is a member of our Chinese Congregation.

Other Prayers
Safety for all who are traveling.

All who serve in our armed forces and their families.

Can we pray for you? Share your prayer requests by email at office@concordiapullman.org
or fill out one of the white cards in the pews and place it in the offering plate.



