
December 26, 2021

Talking about the Third Article of The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


What does this mean?

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him, but the Holy Spirit has 
called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, and 
sanctified and preserved me in the true faith, just as He calls, 
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on 
earth, and preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true 
faith, in which Christian church He daily forgives abundantly all my 
sins, and the sins of all believers, and at the last day will raise up 
me and all the dead, and will grant everlasting life to me and to all 
who believe in Christ, This is most certainly true.


250  Do congregations always consist of those who have a living faith in Jesus Christ?

No, there may be those who confess faith in Christ as Savior but who do not truly believe in Him. The Bible 
calls such people hypocrites.

Titus 1:16  They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any 
good work.	 

Luke 6:46  “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you?

Isaiah 29:13  And the Lord said: “Because this people draw near with their mouth and honor me with their lips, while their 
hearts are far from me, and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men,.


251  What does the Bible say about how the church should deal 
with members who will not turn away from their sin?

The Bible says, “I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually 
immoral people—not at all meaning the people of this world who are 
immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would 
have to leave this world. But now I am writing you that you must not 
associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral 
or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such 
a man do not even eat.

“What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you 
not to judge those inside? God will judge those outside. ‘Expel the 
wicked man from among you’” (I Corinthians 5:9-13).


	 	 	 	 	 Scriptures are noted in the English Standard Version	  
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