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Talking about the Third Article of The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean? 
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him, but the Holy Spirit has 
called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, and 
sanctified and preserved me in the true faith, just as He calls, 
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on 
earth, and preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true 
faith, in which Christian church He daily forgives abundantly all my 
sins, and the sins of all believers, and at the last day will raise up 
me and all the dead, and will grant everlasting life to me and to all 
who believe in Christ, This is most certainly true. 

255  What does Jesus say about how you should deal with other Christians who do wrong 
things to you? 

Jesus says, “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he 
listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 
every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, 
tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax 
collector” (Matthew 18:15-17).  

256  What mission has Christ given His Church to do? 
Christ has commanded His Church to “…Go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you…” (Matthew 28:19, 20a). 
Acts 1:8  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.” 

257  How is this mission to be carried out? 

Christ’s mission is to be carried out by Christians who use the gifts which the Holy   
Spirit has given to members of the body of Christ. 

1 Peter 4:10, 11 “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever 
speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order 
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”  
                       Scriptures are noted in the English Standard Version  
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