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Creative element

Email your group and ask them to make a little record or diary of what they read in the Word this week. Ask them to bring one insight they read in their daily quiet time this week. Some of the best groups I have ever been a part of spent a good deal of time sharing what we read and what God was speaking to us about. 
Psalm 19.7 - 14
ACCOUNTABILITY

What three fellowships do we have schedule for the next three months? Who will invite every member? Who will help invite every prospect? Who will help plan the party?
OPEN

Let’s each share your name and one good book you have read recently.
DIG
1. As we read this section, let’s make two lists on the board. List one: descriptions of the Word, like perfect and trustworthy. List two: what the Word does for us: revives us; makes us wise.
2. What does “the Law of the Lord” refer to?
This is the Hebrew word torah, which means “instruction, direction, teaching.” Jewish people call the scrolls of the Law “The Torah,” but the word refers to all of God’s revelation. It comes from a word that means “to shoot an arrow,” for a teacher aims to hit the target and achieve specific goals in the lives of the students. Unlike the textbooks that we write, God’s Word is perfect, flawless, and complete. Because human language changes, we require new translations of God’s Word; but the Word of God never needs revision or improvement. “Restore” is the same word used in Psalm 23:3 and means “to revive, to give new life.” The Word of the Lord not only has life (Acts 7:3; Heb. 4:12), but it imparts spiritual life to all who receive it (1 Peter 1:23), and it sustains life as well (119:25, 37, 40, 88, 107, 149, 156, 159). — Old Testament - The Bible Exposition Commentary – Wisdom and Poetry.

3. Verse 7. Can you describe a time when God revived your soul?
Every day with Jesus is not sweeter than the day before. We know it from experience and we know it from Scripture. For David says in Psalm 19:7, “The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul.” If every day with Jesus were sweeter than the day before, if life were a steady ascent with no dips in our affection for God, we wouldn’t need to be revived.

In another place, David extolls the Lord with similar words: “He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul” (Psalm 23:2-3). This means David must have had bad days.

There were days when his soul needed to be restored. It’s the same phrase used in Psalm 19:7: “The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul.” Normal Christian life is a repeated process of restoration and renewal. Our joy is not static. It fluctuates with real life. It is vulnerable to Satan’s attacks. — Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist.

4. Verse 7. If you could have wisdom in one area, what would it be?
“My boy,” said the store owner to his new employee, “wisdom and integrity are essential to the retail business. By ‘integrity’ I mean if you promise a customer something, you have got to keep that promise—even if it means we lose money.”
“And what,” asked the teenager, “is wisdom?”
“That,” answered the boss, “is not making any stupid promises.” — Bible Illustrations – A Treasury of Bible Illustrations.
5. How do we gain wisdom?

Wisdom is gained a little bit at a time by reading the Word, putting it into practice, the wise counsel of godly people, and the insight that can be gained from reading good books.

6. Verse 8. How has the Word of God brought joy to your heart?
A great testimony to the power of the Word to beget and sustain faith is found in the story of the conversion and execution of Tokichi Ichii—a man who was hanged for murder in Tokyo in 1918. He had been sent to prison more than twenty times and was known for being as cruel as a tiger. On one occasion, after attacking a prison official, he was gagged and bound, and his body was suspended in such a way that his toes barely reached the ground. But he stubbornly refused to say he was sorry for what he had done.

Just before being sentenced to death, Tokichi was sent a New Testament by two Christian missionaries, Miss West and Miss McDonald. After a visit from Miss West, he began to read the story of Jesus’ trial and execution. His attention was riveted by the sentence “Jesus said, ‘Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.’“ This sentence transformed his life.

I stopped: I was stabbed to the heart, as if by a five-inch nail. What did the verse reveal to me? Shall I call it the love of the heart of Christ? Shall I call it His compassion? I do not know what to call it. I only know that with an unspeakably grateful heart I believed.

Tokichi was sentenced to death and accepted it as “the fair, impartial judgment of God.” Now the Word that had brought him to faith also sustained his faith in an amazing way. Near the end, Miss West directed him to the words of 2 Corinthians 6:8-10 concerning the suffering of the righteous. The words moved him very deeply, and he wrote:

“As sorrowing, yet always rejoicing.” People will say that I must have a very sorrowful heart because I am daily awaiting the execution of the death sentence. This is not the case. I feel neither sorrow nor distress nor any pain. Locked up in a prison cell six feet by nine in size I am infinitely happier than I was in the days of my sinning when I did not know God. Day and night...I am talking with Jesus Christ.

“As poor, yet making many rich.” This certainly does not apply to the evil life I led before I repented. But perhaps in the future, someone in the world may hear that the most desperate villain that ever lived repented of his sins and was saved by the power of Christ, and so may come to repent also. Then it may be that though I am poor myself, I shall be able to make many rich.

The Word sustained him to the end, and on the scaffold, with great humility and earnestness, he uttered his last words, “My soul, purified, today returns to the City of God.” 

Faith is born and sustained by the Word of God, and out of faith grows the flower of joy. — Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist.

7. Can we trust the Bible? How reliable are the manuscripts? Anyone know anything about that?

World-class scholar Bruce Metzger said that compared with other ancient documents, there is an unprecedented number of New Testament manuscripts and that they can be dated extremely close to the original writings. The modern New Testament is 99.5 percent free of textual discrepancies, with no major Christian doctrines in doubt. The criteria used by the early church to determine which books should be considered authoritative have ensured that we possess the best records about Jesus.  – The Case for Christ: A Journalist’s Personal Investigation of the Evidence for Jesus (Lee Strobel)

8. Is there evidence for Jesus’ life outside of the Bible?

“We have better historical documentation for Jesus than for the founder of any other ancient religion,” said Edwin Yamauchi. Sources from outside the Bible corroborate that many people believed Jesus performed healings and was the Messiah, that he was crucified, and that despite this shameful death, his followers, who believed he was still alive, worshiped him as God. One expert documented thirty-nine ancient sources that corroborate more than one hundred facts concerning Jesus’ life, teachings, crucifixion, and resurrection. Seven secular sources and several early creeds concern the deity of Jesus, a doctrine “definitely present in the earliest church,” according to scholar Gary Habermas. – The Case for Christ: A Journalist’s Personal Investigation of the Evidence for Jesus (Lee Strobel)
9. What  about archeology? Has archeology contradicted the Bible?

Archaeologist John McRay said there’s no question that archaeological findings have enhanced the New Testament’s credibility. No discovery has ever disproved a biblical reference. Further, archaeology has established that Luke, who wrote about one-quarter of the New Testament, was an especially careful historian. Concluded one expert, “If Luke was so painstakingly accurate in his historical reporting [of minor details], on what logical basis may we assume he was credulous or inaccurate in his reporting of matters that were far more important, not only to him but to others as well?” Like, for instance, the resurrection of Jesus. – The Case for Christ: A Journalist’s Personal Investigation of the Evidence for Jesus (Lee Strobel)
10. Verse 8. What does it mean, “Giving light to the eyes”?
Showing men what they should do. and what they should avoid. It is by God’s commandments that we see the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the necessity of redemption, so that we may love the Lord with all our heart, and our neighbor as ourselves. For this is the end of the commandment, and thus to enlighten the eyes is ITS use. — A Commentary and Critical Notes.
11. Verse 10. If David were writing today, what do you think he would compare the Bible to?
I did a sermon recently where I talked about honey being the sweetest thing David could think of. Perhaps if He were writing today he would say, “Sweeter than a Krispy Kreme donut” or “Sweeter than a Cinnabon.”
12. What do you love about reading the Word?
13. Do you really believe the Bible makes people happier than money?
You might conclude from this survey that the more money people make, the happier they are, and by increasing your income and net worth, you’ll be increasingly happier. Not so fast. Research shows that money does matter, but only up to a point. Economists and psychologists are quick to point out that while there have been large increases of real income in the developed world over the past fifty years, there hasn’t been any real change in reported levels of happiness. Income definitely has a positive relationship to happiness, but it’s not the straight line one might expect. When income increases, happiness does not necessarily increase equally. — Happy: Simple Steps to Get the Most Out of Life (Ian K. Smith)
My own research indicates that people who read their Bibles every day were 3 times more likely to be really happy than those who didn’t. — Josh Hunt

14. What is the implication of “Honey from the comb.”
I take that to mean fresh hone. The question this raises is, “Have you read anything that meant anything to you lately?” Sometimes you talk to people about their relationship with Christ and they get all historical: “Back in the 80s. . .” The Bible says his mercies are new every morning. A relationship with God is only as good as it is fresh. 

15. What is the great reward of spending time in the Word? Verse 11?
We spent too much time telling people what they ought to do and should do and so forth. We do well to spend lots of time telling them about the reward. There is great reward in spending time with God. Great reward. In the long run, people will do what they believe to be in their best interest to do. Talk to them often about the reward. 

16. Verse 12. Why do you think he says, “hidden faults”?
Sometimes we don’t understand our faults and sins and the way we hurt others. David asks for cleansing from secret faults. These are sins that are unknowingly committed or that are ignorant of God’s law or Word. Secret faults may be known to us, but not to others. They may be known to the world, but not to us because we refuse to see them. They also may not be known to us or the world, but they are known to God. The folly of secret faults is the fact that God sees them. Whatever the case, we are still responsible for our ignorance. Those who harbor secret sins become a practical atheist, acting as if God does not exist. They also live the miserable life of a hypocrite. David cries out, “Cleanse me, pronounce me clean or keep me clean” of these sins. — Mattoon’s Treasures – Treasures from Treasured Psalms, Volume 1.
17. Verse 14 is a classic. Can anyone quote it?
If you want your people to memorize, model it. 
18. How are the words of our mouth and the mediation of our hearts related?
There is a circular relationship. We say what we think about. I think most of us know that. Sometimes, something slips out because we had been thinking about it and whatever is in a man tends to come out.

The opposite is also true. We think about what we talk about. We are changed more from what we say than what we hear. This is why small groups are important. We want to create a place where people can say, “I love following Christ and here is why.”
19. I draw your attention to the words, “pleasing in your sight.” Do you see God as hard to please or difficult to please?
He is like a good father, doting over his children. He deserves and demands respect, but He is easy to please. 

20. How are you doing these days in terms of your time alone in God’s Word? What are you reading? How has God spoken to you recently?

21. What keeps us from consistency in a daily quiet time?

22. What are the benefits of consistency in our daily quiet time?
23. What do you want to remember from today’s lesson?

24. How can we support one another in prayer this week?
