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FIXING OUR
EYES ON
JESUS!

PRESS ON TO MATURITY?
HEBREWS 5:13 — 6:3


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Warnings against Apostasy - Trained to Distinguish - Hebrews 5:11 - 6:3
Heb 5:11-14 NASB20] 11 Concerning him we have much to say, and [it is] difficult to explain, since you have become poor listeners. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the actual words of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes [only] of milk is unacquainted with the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to distinguish between good and evil.
Heb 6:1-3 NASB20] 1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and about the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. 3 And this we will do, if God permits.
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Poor Listeners?!

* 5:11 we have much to say, and it is
difficult to explain, since you have become
poor listeners.

+ Ja.1:19 everyone must be quick to
hear...in humility receive the word
implanted...doers!
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Presentation Notes
The Jewish people should’ve seen this coming; they were given the prophecies!
Their Messiah came and most rejected Him, many conspired to Kill Him!!
Concerning Jesus, do you have much to say?!!
Heb.5:11 seems to be responded to by Ja.1  much to say – quick to hear, difficult to explain – humility to receive the word, Poor listeners – Doers! (receive the word, Mt.,13 hard ground/hearts or broken?)

Much to say – Logos; A Greek philosopher named Heraclitus first used the term Logos around 600 B.C. to designate the divine reason or plan which coordinates a changing universe. what is declared, a thought, declaration, aphorism, a weighty saying, a dictum, a maxim, the sayings of God, doctrine, teaching, from logo/logic
Dysermēneutos; difficult to explain – hermēneuō, Hermes (Greek)/Mercury (Roman)  Messenger of the gods, hermeneutics
Nōthros; slow, sluggish, indolent, dull, languid
akoē,; hearing, Acoustics comes form this word
[Heb 5:11 NASB20] 11 Concerning him we have much to say, and [it is] difficult to explain, since you have become poor[G3576] listeners.
[Heb 6:12 NASB20] 12 so that you will not be sluggish[G3576], but imitators of those who through faith and endurance inherit the promises.

[Heb 5:11 NASB20] 11 Concerning him we have much to say, and [it is] difficult to explain, since you have become poor listeners. 

[Jhn 16:12 NASB20] 12 "I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear [them] at the present time.
[2Pe 3:16 NASB20] 16 as also in all [his] letters, speaking in them of these things, in which there are some things that are hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as [they do] also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.

[Jas 1:19, 21-25 NASB20] 19 You know [this,] my beloved brothers [and sisters.] Now everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak, [and] slow to anger; ... 21 Therefore, ridding [yourselves] of all filthiness and [all] that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not just hearers who deceive themselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for [once] he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 25 But one who has looked intently at the perfect law, the [law] of freedom, and has continued [in it,] not having become a forgetful hearer but an active doer, this person will be blessed in what he does.

[Isa 6:10 NASB20] 10 "Make the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes blind, So that they will not see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed."
[Mat 13:15 NASB20] 15 FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES, OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT SEE WITH THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART, AND RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.'
[Mar 8:17-18 NASB20] 17 And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why are you discussing [the fact] that you have no bread? Do you not yet comprehend or understand? Do you [still] have your heart hardened? 18 "HAVING EYES, DO YOU NOT SEE? AND HAVING EARS, DO YOU NOT HEAR? And do you not remember,
[Luk 24:25 NASB20] 25 And [then] He said to them, "You foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!
[Act 28:27 NASB20] 27 FOR THE HEARTS OF THIS PEOPLE HAVE BECOME INSENSITIVE, AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY HARDLY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES; OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.“’

[Mat 22:29 NASB20] 29 But Jesus answered and said to them, "You are mistaken, since you do not understand the Scriptures nor the power of God.
[Luk 24:27, 32, 45 NASB20] 27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the Prophets, He explained to them the things [written] about Himself in all the Scriptures. ... 32 They said to one another, "Were our hearts not burning within us when He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?" ... 45 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
[Jhn 5:39 NASB20] 39 "You examine the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is those [very Scriptures] that testify about Me;
[Jhn 7:52 NASB20] 52 They answered and said to him, "You are not from Galilee as well, are you? Examine [the Scriptures,] and see that no prophet arises out of Galilee."
[Act 17:2, 11 NASB20] 2 And according to Paul's custom, he visited them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, ... 11 Now these people were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily [to see] whether these things were so.
[Act 18:24, 28 NASB20] 24 Now a Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus; and he was proficient in the Scriptures. ... 28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.
[Rom 1:2 NASB20] 2 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures,
[Rom 16:26 NASB20] 26 but now has been disclosed, and through the Scriptures of the prophets, in accordance with the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, [leading] to obedience of faith;
[1Co 15:3-4 NASB20] 3 For I handed down to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
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[Heb 1:1-2 NASB20] 1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in [His] Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom He also made the world.
[Heb 2:1 NASB20] 1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away [from it.]
[Heb 3:7-8, 12 NASB20] 7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, 8 DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME, AS ON THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS, ... 12 Take care, brothers [and sisters,] that there will not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.
[Heb 4:2 NASB20] 2 For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also [did;] but the word they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united with those who listened with faith.

[Neh 8:1-8 NASB20] 1 And all the people gathered as one person at the public square which was in front of the Water Gate, and they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses which the LORD had given to Israel. 2 Then Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly of men, women, and all who [could] listen with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it before the public square which was in front of the Water Gate, from early morning until midday, in the presence of men and women, those who could understand; and all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 4 Ezra the scribe stood at a wooden podium which they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right; and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, [and] Meshullam on his left. 5 Then Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was [standing] above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, "Amen, Amen!" with the raising of their hands; then they kneeled down and worshiped the LORD with [their] faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites explained the Law to the people while the people [remained] in their place. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, translating to give the sense so that they understood the reading.

[Luk 24:27, 32, 45 NASB20] 27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the Prophets, He explained to them the things [written] about Himself in all the Scriptures. ... 32 They said to one another, "Were our hearts not burning within us when He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?" ... 45 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
[Act 8:30-35 NASB20] 30 Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31 And he said, "Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was this: "HE WAS LED LIKE A SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER; AND LIKE A LAMB THAT IS SILENT BEFORE ITS SHEARER, SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH. 33 "IN HUMILIATION HIS JUSTICE WAS TAKEN AWAY; WHO WILL DESCRIBE HIS GENERATION? FOR HIS LIFE IS TAKEN AWAY FROM THE EARTH." 34 The eunuch answered Philip and said, "Please [tell me,] of whom does the prophet say this? Of himself, or of someone else?" 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him.
[Act 17:2-3 NASB20] 2 And according to Paul's custom, he visited them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead, and [saying,] "This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ."
[Act 28:23 NASB20] 23 When they had set a day for Paul, [people] came to him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until evening.
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Zerubbabel leads 1st wave, only 50k go, Rebuild Temple, Sacrifices!
Haggai and Zechariah preach to remember their priorities!
Esther and Jews are suffering for their sluggishness
Ezra leads 2nd group and Preaches revival, the Word of God
Nehemiah leads 3rd group, rebuilds walls in 52 days, shouldn’t walls and protection be 1st? At end of book, Sabbath is being disrespected and Levites and loan sharks
Malachi rebukes their shallow worship
6 books of scripture, over a little over 100 years, slow to return/repent/restore, 400 years of silence and Jesus arrives, still didn’t listen

Haggai 1:4-7, 9-10, 12 NASB20] 4 "Is it time for you yourselves to live in your paneled houses while this house [remains] desolate?" 5 Now then, the LORD of armies says this: "Consider your ways! 6 "You have sown much, [only to] harvest little; [you] eat, but there is not [enough] to be satisfied; [you] drink, but there is not [enough] to become drunk; [you] put on clothing, but there is not [enough] for anyone to get warm; and the one who earns, earns wages [to put] into a money bag full of holes." 7 The LORD of armies says this: "Consider your ways! ... 9 "[You] start an ambitious project, but behold, [it comes] to little; when you bring [it] home, I blow it [away.] Why?" declares the LORD of armies. "[It is] because of My house which [remains] desolate, while each of you runs to his own house. 10 "Therefore, because of you the sky has withheld its dew, and the earth has withheld its produce. ... 12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God and the words of Haggai the prophet, just as the LORD their God had sent him. And the people showed reverence for the LORD.
[Hag 2:3, 5, 7, 9 NASB20] 3 'Who is left among you who saw this temple in its former glory? And how do you see it now? Does it not seem to you like nothing in comparison? ... 5 'As for the promise which I made you when you came out of Egypt, My Spirit remains in your midst; do not fear!' ... 7 'I will shake all the nations; and they will come [with] the wealth of all nations, and I will fill this house with glory,' says the LORD of armies. ... 9 'The latter glory of this house will be greater than the former,' says the LORD of armies, 'and in this place I will give peace,' declares the LORD of armies.“

Zechariah
[Zec 1:2-5, 12 NASB20] 2 "The LORD was very angry with your fathers. 3 "Therefore say to them, 'This is what the LORD of armies says: "Return to Me," declares the LORD of armies, "that I may return to you," says the LORD of armies. 4 "Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets proclaimed, saying, 'This is what the LORD of armies says: "Return now from your evil ways and from your evil deeds."' But they did not listen or pay attention to Me," declares the LORD. 5 "Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they live forever? ... 12 Then the angel of the LORD said, "LORD of armies, how long will You take no pity on Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, with which You have been indignant for these seventy years?"
Zec 3:1-7 NASB20] 1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right to accuse him. 2 And the LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! Indeed, the LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a log snatched from the fire?" 3 Now Joshua was clothed in filthy garments and was standing before the angel. 4 And he responded and said to those who were standing before him, saying, "Remove the filthy garments from him." Again he said to him, "See, I have taken your guilt away from you and will clothe you with festive robes." 5 Then I said, "Have them put a clean headband on his head." So they put the clean headband on his head and clothed him with garments, while the angel of the LORD was standing by. 6 And the angel of the LORD admonished Joshua, saying, 7 "The LORD of armies says this: 'If you walk in My ways and perform My service, then you will both govern My house and be in charge of My courtyards, and I will grant you free access among these who are standing [here.] [Zec 3:8 NASB20] 8 'Now listen, Joshua, [you] high priest, you and your friends who are sitting in front of you--indeed they are men who are a sign: for behold, I am going to bring in My servant the Branch.

[Mal 2:2 NASB20] 2 "If you do not listen, and if you do not take it to heart to give honor to My name," says the LORD of armies, "then I will send the curse upon you and I will curse your blessings; and indeed, I have cursed them [already,] because you are not taking [it] to heart.

[Amo 8:11 KJV] 11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:
“Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord GOD,
“When I will send a famine on the land,
Not a famine of bread or a thirst for water,
But rather for hearing the words of the LORD.

[Jdg 2:1-2, 10-14 KJV] 1 And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you. 2 And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this? ... 10 And also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel. 11 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim: 12 And they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the people that [were] round about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and provoked the LORD to anger. 13 And they forsook the LORD, and served Baal and Ashtaroth. 14 And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of their enemies round about, so that they could not any longer stand before their enemies.


 Hard of hearing... Matthew 13:13-15

— Dull hearts close their eyes and ears to the
truth. Ending in prevention from
understanding and salvation!

e Dull of hearing... Hebrews 5:11

— The fault is not with the subject material, nor
the presenter, but the hearer.
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Hard of hearing
[Mat 13:13-15 NASB20] 13 "Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 "And in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 'YOU SHALL KEEP ON LISTENING, BUT SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND YOU SHALL KEEP ON LOOKING, BUT SHALL NOT PERCEIVE; 15 FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES, OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT SEE WITH THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART, AND RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.’

Dull hearing, dull accoustics
[Heb 5:11-12 NASB20] 11 Concerning him we have much to say, and [it is] difficult to explain, since you have become poor listeners. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the actual words of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.


Different. Types Ol

* Those with itching ears... 2 Timothy 4:3-4

— They dislike sound doctrine which includes
“negative” preaching. 2 Timothy 4:2

— Many today are afflicted with this hearing
problem.

- Those with good and noble hearts. Lk. 8:75

— The Bereans were this type of hearer.
— Acts 17:11 We all should be like this!

G )
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Itching ears
2Ti 4:2-4 preach the word; be ready in season [and] out of season; correct, rebuke, [and] exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3 For [the] time will come when they will not tolerate sound doctrine; but [wanting] to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance with their own desires, 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth and will turn aside to myths.

Noble hearts
Luk 8:15 NASB20] 15 "But the [seed] in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word with a good and virtuous heart, and hold it firmly, and produce fruit with perseverance.
[Luk 11:28 NASB20] 28 But He said, "On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God and follow it."
[Job 23:12 NASB20] 12 "I have not failed the command of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.
[Jer 15:16 NASB20] 16 Your words were found and I ate them, And Your words became a joy to me and the delight of my heart; For I have been called by Your name, LORD God of armies.
[Jhn 14:21, 24 NASB20] 21 "The one who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and the one who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will reveal Myself to him." ... 24 "The one who does not love Me does not follow My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father's who sent Me.
[Act 17:11 NASB20] 11 Now these people were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily [to see] whether these things were so.
[Act 17:11 NIV] 11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.
[1Th 2:13 NASB20] 13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted [it] not [as] the word of [mere] men, but as what it really is, the word of God, which also is at work in you who believe.


tter Hearing

« Hear with faith!

— Listen with the willingness to accept and believe
what the Word of God shows you.

— Many died in the wilderness because they did not
hear with faith. Hebrews 4:1-2

» Hear with a mind to act!
— Are we like those in Ezekiel's day? Ezek.33:30-32

— Hearing must be accompanied by doing to be of
— any value! James 1:22-25
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[Eze 33:30-33 NASB20] 30 "But as for you, son of man, your fellow citizens who talk with one another about you by the walls and in the doorways of the houses, speak one with another, each with his brother, saying, 'Come now and hear what the message is that comes from the LORD.' 31 "And they come to you as people come, and sit before you [as] My people and hear your words, but they do not do them; for they do the lustful desires [expressed] by their mouth, [and] their heart follows their unlawful gain. 32 "And behold, you are to them like a love song [by one who has] a beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument; for they hear your words but they do not practice them. 33 "So when it comes--as it certainly will--then they will know that a prophet has been among them.“


Don’t be a baby!

e “Cries” for truth, that’s sweet!
« Childish, instead of childlike
* Needs to be pampered!

- Can’t feed themselves
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Heb 5:12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the actual words of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.

Date of Writing: The early church father Clement quoted from the Book of Hebrews in A.D. 95. However, internal evidence such as the fact that Timothy was alive at the time the epistle was written and the absence of any evidence showing the end of the Old Testament sacrificial system that occurred with Jerusalem’s destruction in A.D. 70 indicates the book was written around A.D. 65. “got questions”

Mere redneck, unlearned fishermen went from laborers to Apostolic preachers in less than 4 years!
HUNGRY for the Milk, Before Gerbers, people chewed the food up and shoved it in the babies mouth!
Babies Give you a lot of CRAP

[1Co 3:1-5 NASB20] 1 And I, brothers [and sisters,] could not speak to you as spiritual people, but [only] as fleshly, as to infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able [to consume it.] But even now you are not yet able, 3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like [ordinary] people? 4 For when one person says, "I am with Paul," and another, "I [am] with Apollos," are you not [ordinary] people? 5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave [opportunity] to each one.
[1Co 13:11-13 NASB20] 11 When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully, just as I also have been fully known. 13 But now faith, hope, [and] love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
[1Co 14:19 NASB20] 19 nevertheless, in church I prefer to speak five words with my mind so that I may instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue.
[Isa 28:9-10 NASB20] 9 "To whom would He teach knowledge, And to whom would He interpret the message? Those [just] weaned from milk? Those [just] taken from the breast? 10 "For [He says,] 'Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there.'"
[Isa 55:1 NASB20] 1 "You there! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.
[1Pe 2:1 NASB20] 1 Therefore, rid [yourselves] of all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander,
[1Pe 2:2 NASB20] 2 and like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,

These people had drifted from the Word (2:1–3), doubted the Word (chaps. 3–4), and became dull toward the Word. They had not mixed the Word with faith (4:2) and practiced it in their daily lives (5:14). They had not “exercised their spiritual faculties” (5:14) and therefore were growing dull and ineffective in their spiritual lives. Instead of going forward (6:1), they were going backward.
Growing in grace depends on growing in knowledge (2 Peter 3:18). The more we know about ourselves and Christ, the better we are able to move forward spiritually. Where are you in your spiritual growth? Are you a babe, still living on milk, wandering in the wilderness of unbelief? Or are you maturing, feeding on the meat of the Word and making it a habit to practice the Word of God?

Wiersbe, W. W. (1992). Wiersbe’s expository outlines on the New Testament (p. 690). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

10 Traits Of An Immature Believer
It is of vital importance that as Christians, we grow in the knowledge of Christ, and seek to develop in our relationship with him. Immature habits can stunt our growth, and can prevent us from realizing our potential in God. Here, Mike Leake points out 10 traits of an immature believer, in order to help us identify some of these unhealthy habits and attitudes. 
1. You rest too much on your observance of Christian duties �"(ex: Bible reading, prayer, etc.). “As it is a sign of an apostate professor to call off duty, so it is also a note of a young and weak professor to rest too much upon his duties.”
2. You aren’t able to see the faults in your successes. �“A weak Christian does not have clear insight into the close and spiritual failing which cleave to his performances.”
3. You focus your attention on matters of indifference. �“Not to know our liberty, and to abuse our liberty, is an argument we have but little grace. Young converts call more things sins than ever God did”
4. You neglect your worldly callings. �This would be like the Thessalonians who stopped being a working part of society as the waited upon the Second Coming. Neglecting your family, your job, etc. at the expense of “spiritual things” is actually a mark of immaturity.
5. You are a respecter of persons. �"Putting yourself into factions and following men. “To idolize some, and to despise others, argues that you are in weak faith.”
6. You are easily led away into error and various fads. �“Weakness of head argues that grace is not very strong in your heart.”
7. You are content with the elementary aspects of the faith. �"Having an unwillingness to “further search into the depths and mysteries of religion” is a mark of immaturity."
8. You are strong in emotion but not grounded in truth. �"The Puritans called this having heat without light. “There are many Christians who have much zeal and affection, but are not solid in their judgment”.
9. You cannot stand to be argued with or rebuked. �“A sharp reproof will discover whether you are of a weak spiritual temper and constitution.” If you cannot handle criticism it is a sign of immaturity."
10. You trust God for your soul but not your everyday life. �“There are those who dare trust God for heaven, and yet do not trust Him for earth, but these are of little faith.”
https://hellochristian.com/1853-10-traits-of-an-immature-believer 
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Do you cry too much
Whine?
Pout???
Need a pacifier? Always talking about how life SUCKS! Instead of being thankful for His daily grace!!!
Require way too much of other people's attention?
Don’t know how to relate to your heavenly Father well?
Can’t find basic bible verses or explain a clear gospel presentation?


MI LK

MEAT

Milk is given 1o the child by
the mother (the church)

Meal is hunted and prepared
by onesailf

Milk is a comfor food (meet
MY needs!)

Meat is an energy or strength
food (whatcan | do to HELP?)

Milk is a predigested food
(Moses was the “voice of
God™ to Aaron)

Meat must be digested, so it
takes more "work” by the
1 ndividual

Mik builds up the bones (the
framework of spiritual life)

Meat builds up the muscies
(the actlivity of spiritual life)

Milk is the truth of what Jesus
dd (salvation)

Gospels and Acts

VwWe don't throw out the miidk
once we star eating meat!

Meatl is the truth of what
Jesus is doing (sanctification)
Episties, especiailly Hebrews
Milk can enhance the meat,
giving us More Nowunshment

Nothing has 1o die to produce
i B!

Mik, eggs and bacon for
breakfast — the cow and the
chicken were nvolived, but the
g was committed!

Something has to die 1o
produce meat!

The real mark of a camal
(Meshly, woridly) Christian is
that the vy will not permit their
old man to die!




Are you Mature?

- Self feeding
e Self determined, has direction

- Knows the basic truths, has good
judgment!

« Reflects Christlikeness


Presenter
Presentation Notes
[Luk 8:14 NASB20] 14 "And the [seed] which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their way they are choked by worries, riches, and pleasures of [this] life, and they bring no fruit to maturity.
[Heb 6:1 NASB20] 1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,

Choses friends well
Makes good decisions
Does not compare self with others, but with their own potential and with Christ!
Lives purposefully, for Christ above ALL others! Can make it without Mom and Dad
Doesn’t live by their feelings, flesh, lusts, but whats right
Willing to have hard discussions
Wants to discipline self or less juvenile disciplines

When are you a Man?!!
Bar mitzvah 13, Jesus in the Temple
Can drive a car, 16? Except in Farm country, Underage dating? Age of consent? In PA. its 16!
Can set their own curfew
Can buy a gun 18, concealed carry 21
Can join the Military/move out on their own 18
Can be judged as an Adult and go to prison, 18
Can drink responsibly 21

People ages 16 and older can legally consent to sexual activity with anyone they choose, as long as the other person does not have authority over them as defined in Pennsylvania’s institutional sexual assault statute.

[1Co 14:20 NASB20] 20 Brothers [and sisters,] do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature.
[2Co 13:9 NASB20] 9 For we rejoice when we ourselves are weak, but you are strong; this we also pray for, that you become mature.
[Eph 4:13 NASB20] 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.
[Phl 3:15 NASB20] 15 Therefore, all who are mature, let's have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that to you as well;
[Col 4:12 NASB20] 12 Epaphras, who is one of your [own,] a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, sends you his greetings, always striving earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God.
[Heb 5:14 NASB20] 14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to distinguish between good and evil.


*"But solid food is for the mature,
who because of have their

senses to good and
evil. " (Hebrews 5:14)

Practice: Hexis: constant exercise leading to maturity
Train: Gumnazo: gymnastic exercise; undergo discipline

Discern: Diakrisis: evaluate and distinguish
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Hexis; habit whether of body or mind, a power acquired by custom, practice, use
Gymnazō; to exercise naked, vigorously, in any way, either the body or the mind, in the games
[1Ti 4:7 NASB20] 7 But stay away from worthless stories that are typical of old women. Rather, discipline[G1128] yourself for the purpose of godliness;
[Heb 12:11 NASB20] 11 For the moment, all discipline seems not to be pleasant, but painful; yet to those who have been trained[G1128] by it, afterward it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
[2Pe 2:14 NASB20] 14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having hearts trained[G1128] in greed, accursed children;

Diakrisis; a distinguishing, discerning, judging, judicial estimation. How do you handle the midlife crisis?
[Rom 14:1 NASB20] 1 Now accept the one who is weak in faith, [but] not to have quarrels[G1253] over opinions.
[1Co 12:10 NASB20] 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing[G1253] of spirits, to another [various] kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.

[Jhn 16:12 NASB20] 12 "I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear [them] at the present time.
[2Pe 3:16 NASB20] 16 as also in all [his] letters, speaking in them of these things, in which there are some things that are hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as [they do] also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.


Tests of Maturity!

1. Its all about Him, not you!
2. Believes God knows best!
3. Can explain/show it! Studied it!

4. A true foodie! Solid food! Krysis! Good
judgment!
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Presentation Notes
Concerning him we have much to say, the book of Hebrews is seeing Jesus as the promised one, again and again in scripture!!!!
it is difficult to explain, since you have become [fn]poor listeners. (Broken hearts that receive the implanted word!) Follows scripture over feelings!!
For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the actual words of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.
(competency to proficiency/mastery) Have you read the whole scripture? Study it daily? Don’t NEED a devotional. Failure to Thrive!!! Slow Children, 
Desires the deeper things of God! Steak!, Brussel sprouts! Diakrisis; a distinguishing, discerning, judging

Marijuana, Socialism, 


SURFACE LEVEL BIBLE READING WILL CREATE
A SURFACE LEVEL CHRISTIAN.

" Read It
_lLive It.

Daily Devotion§ from @ChaseSnyder12




o N O O

Tests of Maturity!

. The Christ! Exclusivity of Christ
. Repentance from dead works
. press on to maturity, grows!

. Instruction about washings
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5. The Christ! Exclusivity of Christ. Latest Poll, Millennials like Jesus but not His word. Most millennials like Jesus and the Bible, but 30% identify as LGBT: and 75% of them admit to “searching for a sense of purpose in life,” SO many keep trying to reinterpret Jesus, Davinci code Jesus, Socialist Jesus….
6. Repentance from dead works – Roman.C. Christianity and rote duties, images, rehearsed prayers…leaving the elementARY
7. Press on (bear) φέρω fero to living works James, Christlikeness! Phil.3!! Abides in Christ, bears FRUIT!!!!! 6:11-12
8. Baptisms (Johns, Pentecost, H.S. fire, infant, pouring, sprinkling, not baptized at all…), Washing one another's feet instead of arguing over who's taking over, daily forgiveness

[Heb 6:11-12 NASB20] 11 And we desire that each one of you demonstrate the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and endurance inherit the promises.
[Heb 9:14 NASB20] 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

https://www.christianpost.com/news/30-of-millennials-identify-as-lgbt.html 

The return to ordinances, whether in normative or sectarian Judaism, would only be a return to “dead works.” One who took that backward step would need to be taught all over again that acceptance was obtained by “faith in God,” not by rituals.

Hodges, Z. C. (1985). Hebrews. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 793). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
[Jhn 12:24 NASB20] 24 "Truly, truly I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears[G5342] much fruit.
[Jhn 15:2, 4-5, 8, 16 NASB20] 2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear[G5342] fruit, He takes away; and every [branch] that bears[G5342] fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear[G5342] more fruit. ... 4 "Remain in Me, and I in you. Just as the branch cannot bear[G5342] fruit of itself but must remain in the vine, so neither [can] you unless you remain in Me. 5 "I am the vine, you are the branches; the one who remains in Me, and I in him bears[G5342] much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. ... 8 "My Father is glorified by this, that you bear[G5342] much fruit, and [so] prove to be My disciples. ... 16 "You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear[G5342] fruit, and [that] your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.
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Presentation Notes
Anorexics don’t see properly, not because of their physical eyesight, but their philosophical perspective. Skinny is beautiful

They refuse to believe the Mirror!
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Hoda did a segment on skinny mirrors in some clothing stores, people buy more there! Itching ears, lustful eyes


-THEY
You

MIRRORS LI,

DON-T SHOW

'S INSIDE

WHAT
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Interesting takes on how you may be pretty in a mirror, but know your soul is empty and far less
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Presentation Notes
If you try to define yourself by bits and pieces of truth you stumble across in this world, you will see Mans brokenness more than anything else


OSCAR WILDE’S

sensational story of & sinful man

the PICTURE of
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Interesting literature worls on mirrors or Images

Portrait/picture of Dorian gray by Oscar Wilde
Narcissus, the Greek gods folklore
Both emphasize external beauty, self love and hedonism, Neither end well
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Little look, little mirror or Magnified, Lightened mirror!

That little green thing in your teeth
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Tests of Maturity!

9. the resurrection of the dead

10.and eternal judgment

*What do you keep going back to?
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Presentation Notes
Soul Sleep, ghosts lost in between worlds, worm food, 
Annihilationism, Universalism, eternal separation. 
Not easily deceived! Duped, Online hackers!! False prophets! End times and Health wealth and prosperity preachers,
Doesn’t believe you can lose salvation?!

[Act 24:14-15 NASB20] 14 "But I confess this to you, that in accordance with the Way, which they call a sect, I do serve the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the Law and is written in the Prophets; 15 having a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.

Instead of going ahead, however, these believing Jews were tempted to lay again “a foundation” that is described in vv. 2–3. The six items in this foundation do not refer to the Christian faith as such, but rather to the basic doctrines of Judaism. Facing the fires of persecution, these Hebrew Christians were tempted to “fall by the wayside” by forsaking their confession of Christ (4:14 and 10:23). They had already slipped back into “babyhood” (5:11–14); now they were prone to go back to Judaism, thus laying again the foundation that had prepared the way for Christ and the full light of Christianity. They had repented from dead works, referring to works under the law (9:14). They had shown faith toward God. They believed the doctrine of washings (not baptism, but the Levitical washings; see Mark 7:4–5 and Heb. 9:10). Laying on of hands refers to the Day of Atonement, Lev. 16:21; and every true Jew held to a future resurrection and judgment (see Acts 24:14–15). If they did not move forward, they would be moving backward, which meant forsaking the substance of Christianity for shadows of Judaism.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1992). Wiersbe’s expository outlines on the New Testament (p. 691). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.



Jas 1:23-24 For if anyone is a
hearer of the word and not a
doer, he is like a man who looks
at his natural face in a mirror; 24
for [once] he has looked at
himself and gone away, he has :
immediately forgotten what kind ;i :
of person he was. :

1Co 13:12 For now we see in a
mirror dimly, but then face to
face; now | know in part, but then
| will know fully, just as | also have
been fully known.
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[Jas 1:21-25 NASB20] 21 Therefore, ridding [yourselves] of all filthiness and [all] that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not just hearers who deceive themselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for [once] he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 25 But one who has looked intently at the perfect law, the [law] of freedom, and has continued [in it,] not having become a forgetful hearer but an active doer, this person will be blessed in what he does.

[1Co 13:10-13 NASB20] 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away with. 11 When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully, just as I also have been fully known. 13 But now faith, hope, [and] love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is love.


Failure to Thrive?

 Where is Christ in this?

- Am | maturing? More like Jesus?
- What needs to change? Listening
- What am | hungry for?


Presenter
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In every message the questions ought to be…see above…show me jesus and myself!!!

Not…did the Pastor entertain me, “Feed me”, keep my attention, make me laugh, speak 20 minutes or less, condemn the world….

[Heb 5:8 NASB20] 8 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered.



\ £, and not of strong meat. FO
that useth milkis unskilful in the word of rightee

for h? is a babe But strong meat belongeth to them that

full age; even those who by reason of use have

theu:' senses exe

Hebrews 5:12-14 K]V
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[2Ti 2:15 NASB20] 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a worker who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.


“ AUTOPSY ON A DEAD CHURCH MEMBER

3

Chest Bones - signs oft.b. /
Finger bones - Extreme VWear. | '

Hip Bone - Out of Joint.

Skull Bone - Too Big.

Nose Bone - Extreme VWear.

Jaw Bone - Extreme VWear.

Neck Bone - Stiff,

Amm Bone - Broken.

Back Bone - Missing.

Tall Bone - Extreme VWear.

Knee Joints - Stiff.
Rotten Bones.

Feet Bones - Very Ugly.
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Skull bone – thick headed!
Nose bone – Always out of joint, from poking it where it doesn’t belong
Chest bones - 


Slide Title Goes Here

« First Bullet Point Goes Here

c Second Bullet Point Goes Here
e Third Bullet Point Goes Here



FOR THOUGH BY THIS
TIME YOU OUGHT TO BE
TEACHERS, YOU HAVE
NEED AGAIN FOR
SOMEONE TO TEACH YOU
THE ELEMENTARY
PRINGCGIPLES ©OF T'HE
ORACLES OF GOD, AND
YOU HAVE COME TO
NEED MILK AND NOT
SOLID FOOD.

HEBREWS 5:12




You can't change
Ehe Erubh, bukb
the btruth can |

change Yo,

Joh.8:32 Heb.5:12-14 Joh.4:24
— —
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The Background...

* The Recipients.

- It is generally understood to be
written to Jewish Christians.

- It Is uncertain as to where they
were at the time of the writing.

- Believed they to be in Palestine
and the author in Rome or
somewhere in ltaly. 13:24

The author knew the recipients
pgisonally. 10:34; 13:19




WHEN WE ARE CALLED TO
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In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you
need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s
word all over again. You need mllk‘“' solid food! Ane

who lives on milk, being still an infant, is no

the teaching about righte

mature, who by const i = .
distil




Tlme =or A Checkup'
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— We note Jesus often saying, “He who has

ears to hear, let him hear” Mt. 11 15; 13:9, 43
Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13

((C ‘))




Steps To Better Hearing

« Make hearing an act of worship.

— How you listen to God is as important a devotion
to God as how you pray or sing! Jas. 1:217, 19

— Hearing God’s word deserves our rapt attention.
» Listen from first to last. Nehemiah 8:5-9

— Pay attention all the way through.

— Hearers must listen to all the parts to truly
s understand.

( (¢ T
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