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As We Gather 

The word Epiphany means “a showing forth” or “a revelation.” One of the images associated 

with our Lord in this season of Epiphany is that He is the bright Morning Star. In John’s Gospel, 

Jesus is quoted as calling out: “I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in 

Me may not remain in darkness” (John 12:46). In the season of Epiphany, we see the brightness 

of God in the face of our Lord, and we are called to follow Him just as the original disciples were 

called centuries ago. For all who follow the Lord in humble faith, the future is bright! 

 

PREPARATION 

 

Opening Hymn Holy, Holy, Holy LSB #507  

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences Psalm 30:10; 43:3; Proverbs 4:18; Isaiah 2:5b 

P Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me! 

C O LORD, be my helper. 

  

P Send out Your light and Your truth; let them lead me; 

C let them bring me to Your holy hill and to Your dwelling! 

  

P The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, 

C which shines brighter and brighter until full day. 

Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

 

Confession and Absolution 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 

P Let us now make our confession to our merciful Father in heaven. O God, our holy Father, 

we admit and confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned 

against You in thought and in word and in deed. 

C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 

  

P We confess that we have not lived lives that are holy and have not shaped all our actions 

so that they are in accord with Your commands. 

C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 

  

P We confess that Your love has not reached others through us in every situation. 
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C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 

  

P We confess that we have not always been defenders of the weak and helpless. 

C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 

  

P We confess that we have not used every opportunity given us to witness to the faith that is 

ours and have let the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh set the agendas for our lives and 

actions. 

C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 

  

P Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  

P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 

soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you 

is faithful; He will surely do it. 

C Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

Introit Psalm 71:15–18; antiphon: v. 12 

P O God, be not far from me; O my God, make haste to help me! 

  

C My mouth will tell of Your righteous acts, of Your deeds of salvation all the day, for 

their number is past my knowledge. 

  

P With the mighty deeds of the Lord God I will come; I will remind them of Your 

righteousness, Yours alone. 

  

C O God, from my youth You have taught me, and I still proclaim Your wondrous 

deeds. 

  

P So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim Your might to 

another generation, Your power to all those to come. 

  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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O God, be not far from me; O my God, make haste to help me! 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the hope 

of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 6:1–8 (ESV) p. 571 

Isaiah has an amazing vision of the seraphim 

 
1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the 

train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two 

he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to 

another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” 4 And 

the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled 

with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 

the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 6 Then 

one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs 

from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your 

guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom 

shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”  

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 14:12b–20 (ESV) p. 960 

Paul writes of the importance of building up the Church 

 
12 …Strive to excel in building up the church. 13 Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should 

pray that he may interpret. 14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful. 15 

What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; I will sing praise with 

my spirit, but I will sing with my mind also. 16 Otherwise, if you give thanks with your spirit, how 

can anyone in the position of an outsider say “Amen” to your thanksgiving when he does not 

know what you are saying? 17 For you may be giving thanks well enough, but the other person is 
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not being built up. 18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 19 Nevertheless, in 

church I would rather speak five words with my mind in order to instruct others, than ten 

thousand words in a tongue. 20 Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but 

in your thinking be mature.  

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 5:1–11 (ESV) p. 860 

Jesus facilitates a miraculous catch of fish 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  

 
1 On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he was 

standing by the lake of Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had 

gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 Getting into one of the boats, which was 

Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people 

from the boat. 4 And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and 

let down your nets for a catch.” 5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took 

nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” 6 And when they had done this, they enclosed 

a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to their partners in the other 

boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 
8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a 

sinful man, O Lord.” 9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that 

they had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with 

Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” 11 And 

when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him.  

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

     and of all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 
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     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn Hail to the Lord’s Anointed LSB #398 

 

Sermon Makes All the Difference Luke 5:1-11 

 

Offering 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our 

Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 

  

Brief silence 
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(Each petition will close with; Lord in Your mercy... and the congregation replies: Hear our 

prayer. Prayer requests are listed in the Tidings) 

 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen.  

 

SACRAMENT 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Distribution Hymn Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me LSB #715 

 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and ever-living God, we thank You for having fed us with the body and blood of 

our Savior Jesus Christ, assuring us thereby that we are truly members of His Body, the 

Church. And we ask You to help us by Your Holy Spirit that we may continue in this 
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fellowship and do the good works that You desire us to do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, to whom with You and the same Spirit be all honor and glory, forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 

Closing Hymn Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling LSB #827 
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