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Pastor's Message:

A State of the Congregation and more

After just three months, I wanted to give
you an update of what has been accomplished
and a peek into the potential future for
Central Lutheran. I cannot see into the future
but through prayer, signs and the Holy Spirit,
there is a future that is great here.

Yes, it really has only been just over three
months, and the busiest three months for the
congregation, council, and me. What most
would not see, is all the behind-the-scenes

work done to allow for visioning in mid-late 2022 and beyond. Visioning
is in its beginning stages but will be expanded upon and a full vision
statement will be fleshed out by the end of May of 2023. What do you
mean, next year? Yes, to rush, would not be the best for the long run.
Visioning takes time to place together, so mission can get this
congregation moving towards the vision. The preview is that WE WILL
become more involved in the community and beyond. This means all the

 

http://www.centrallutheranaz.org/


disciples that are in any way part of Central Lutheran, will become
engaged. From the local community we will remain connected to the
synod and increase our connection and expand beyond our state and
synod. It will be an exciting time….really!!!

Okay, here is the preview in a nutshell. ** What has happened and is
happening right this moment? We had two very successful concerts that
were opened to the public. The total cost to bring the artist to perform
was $100. The remaining $500 was to cover their expenses and was
covered by Thrivent Action team cards. Advertising was also done through
Action Team cards, along with advertising of our Monday Night worships.
But there is no more Monday Night worship, you say. You are correct, but
that does not mean it will not be resurrected. What that looks like and
when, is yet to be seen.

As you know we received grants from the Synod and we are very
grateful for this. The funds were to HELP fund the Adult Community
Education program, which should get up and running in person soon.
Alyson has been working in the background to get this to happen. The
Executive Council team has been working closely with her and soon this
will take shape again.

Monies for technology were granted to us. We plan on using this to fund a
new way of streaming our worship. One that will provide high quality
sound, multiple views and easily see what is going on with the slides that
everyone sees in person. Unfortunately, most of the technology we need
has been on a long backorder and continues that way. But it will happen,
and we will be able to provide a great experience to those who worship
from any state.

The Casa Grande site has a new configuration. A task force made up of
Casa Grande people, through prayer and contact with others at the site,
came up with a slightly different configuration. They hope that this
provides a better worship experience that is warm, welcoming and roomy.

Wednesday Lent, Prayers around the Cross, and Ash Wednesday is
coming. 400 wrist bands have been secured through a Thrivent Action
Team card. With prayers around the cross, new music was obtained for the
congregation and the pianist. Each Wednesday of lent, the congregation
will be given music books to sing along with the music of the evening. All
of the Wednesdays are in Arizona City. All of which was paid for through
Thrivent Action Teams. Cost to the congregation is nothing but the
benefits are limitless. With all those wrist bands, invite others and ask for
extra’s to hand out! They say, “Remember from dust you came and to dust
you shall return.” Our website and Facebook address are on the inside of
the bands as well. After Lent, flip them inside out and wear all year.



(Maundy Thursday to be in Casa Grande, Good Friday in Arizona City,
Easter at both locations.)

Pet Blessing. Lois Irvin is in the process of organizing for a Pet Blessing,
that will take place at the Casa Grande site on March 26th from 9 am to
noon. She is working with the Main Street coalition, contacting a vet to be
onsite, working with Casa Grande Animal control to come and a local pet
store to be onsite. During the event, all pets will be blessed by Pastor
Doug. If your pet cannot make it, a picture will be used. Hot dogs, chips
and water will be served. Lois could use your help. Reach out to her and
see how you can be part of the fellowship team. We need you for a
Thrivent Action team card to help pay for this. Please contact Pastor Doug
ASAP to help fund this. He will help you apply for the card.

On March 26th at 4 pm, we will have another FREE CONCERT at the
Casa Grande site. We have been blessed to find a musician that will play
for free, to entertain the community. He is retired from playing but really
misses playing. His former music partner will be in Casa Grande and join
him. Start spreading the word, Gospel Music is coming again to Casa
Grande, Central Lutheran. We will hand out flyers during the Pet Blessing
and advertise through Facebook. We need another person to help fund this
with a Thrivent Action Team card. Please contact Pastor Doug ASAP to help
fund this. He will help you apply for the card.

A youth group is being formed. Kara Cooper and I have attempted to re-
engage the youth and parents that were involved in the past, with no
success. Hopefully they will want to join in at some point. Right now
Pastor Doug has reached out to his neighborhood kids to startup
something new. They will be having a meeting on March 1 to determine
what events they want to do and fundraising that may be needed. We will
be looking at taking as many High School through College youth to
Leadership Lab in Rock Island IL, in July. For more information about Lab,
see https://www.leadershiplab.net

Youth Fundraising opportunities. __

Pastor Doug is looking to startup a SCRIP program, where the profits will
benefit the youth program. SCRIP is based upon gift cards. Simply, there
is a list of possible cards to order. For example, if you like to go to Olive
Garden, order a $25 gift card. We will get you the card, give to you and it
can be used to eat out. You get a $25 gift card, the youth will receive a
percent for selling the cards, which will go into their fund. Percentages
range from 2% - 25% depending on the vendor and the time of year.
There are cards that are refillable, which will save on shipping costs. We
need to have about $200 in orders to compensate for shipping. Cards will
only be handed out at one of the campus sites. Cost of shipping is
prohibitive. However, electronic, and refillable cards change that.



Equal Exchange is another fundraising tool for the youth as well. We will
look to have products from Equal Exchange that can be purchased. These
products help give a fair price to the vendors, (Fair Trade), and give us the
chance to support small vendors from around the world, while raising
money for the youth. Products such as coffee, chocolate, nuts, oils and
more can be purchased.

The state of the congregation is strong and will continue to get stronger.
We always need YOUR support in doing mission. The budget that we set
forth and was approved at the annual meeting is more than a “BUDGET”.
It is a “Mission Support Plan”. All that we should and are doing and will be
doing, is related to mission for God’s people in the world. As I have been
constructing the new website, I can see all the mission we are involved in
and have been involved in. We did and do and will keep on doing mission,
but it needs your hands and your support.

New Website, a church app, new accounting, and people tracking
software is being installed and updated. Look for more on that very soon.
We need your help to get the data as accurate as possible. New ways to
give will also be introduced but the old check and cash way will stay! Many
new things are taking place to help us along the journey of coming out of
the pandemic state of the congregation, to being mission minded for the
community and congregation.

Thrivent Investors: Remember the March deadline for directing "Choice
Dollars." Please consider directing those dollars to Central Lutheran
Church. If you do not direct your Choice Dollars, you lose them.

There is more to come. Want to be involved? Jesus says Come!

Peace and blessings on the journey that God is leading us together, in
Jesus the Christ.

Your servant in Christ, 
 Pastor Doug

Click here for a one-page printable Lent Reading

http://centrallutheranaz.org/church/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Read-NIV-One-page.pdf%29


This link also lets you click on a reading and it gives you the option to
purchase a digital version of the NIV, links directly to each bible readings.
Or print and check off as you read from your own bible.





Greetings from your Church Council,

Our annual meeting was held on January 30 in Casa Grande immediately
following the 10AM service. Approximately 70 members attended the
meeting with a picnic lunch served afterwards by our newly formed
Fellowship Team. Thanks to Team Leader Lois Irvin, her helpers/volunteers
and a generous donor for making this a successful fellowship event.



There was an election during the annual meeting to fill two open seats on
the Council and one open seat on the Endowment Committee. I am
pleased to announce Karen DeBold and Doreen Darling were elected to the
Council and John Donovan was elected to the Endowment Committee.

The 2022 Expense Budget presented for approval at the Annual Meeting
was unanimously approved after a motion to increase the budget by
$5,200 to a total of $269,726. This will be a challenging year for Central
Lutheran. I am asking each of you to pray about how you can increase
your offering contributions to Central Lutheran for the remainder of 2022.
We need your help in order to meet our expense budget and subsequently
expand our ministry to our communities.

Traditionally the Council elects its officers for the coming year at the first
council meeting following the Annual Meeting. This was done during the
February 22nd meeting. The 2022 Council officers are: President: Gary
Erickson; Vice President: Steve Gal; Treasurer: Rick Hagen and Secretary:
Karen DeBold. These officers will serve the congregation until February
2023.

As we begin the season of Lent, I hope you will be able to attend the
many worship opportunities available at Central Lutheran. Pastor Doug
promises this season of Lent can be life changing for us.

Blessings and God’s peace to each of you,

Gary Erickson, Council President



Lent Services
Ash Wednesday, March 2nd, service: 

 5pm in Arizona City 
 7pm in Casa Grande

Wednesday Lent Service: 
 6pm in Arizona City 

In lieu of sermons, there will be biblical portrayals done.

The last Wednesday will include a healing service. Tell your friends and
bring them to the service.

Prayer Makes a Difference
First of all, the, I urge that entreaties and
prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be
made on behalf of all men, for kings and all
who are in authority, so that we may lead a
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and
dignity. This is good and acceptable in the
sight of God our Savior, 1Timothy 2:2-3



The Shield a Badge with Prayer is a
program where citizens simply agree to pray
daily for a Casa Grande police officer known
only by their badge number. Last year over
one thousand people made that commitment
to pray for our officers!

Central Lutheran Church, along with other
churches and organizations in the area
currently participate in the Shield a Badge
Support Ministry. Volunteers sign up to pray
daily for a member of the Casa Grande Police
Department. The coordinator for Central
Lutheran Church is Sandy Carpenter and she can be reached via phone at
(703) 509-5651 or email at carpesm56@gmail.com. If you would like to
volunteer to pray for an officer, contact Sandy and she will assign you an
officer’s badge number (No names or personal information are provided).
The commitment is to pray daily for the safety and well-being of the
officer. If you so desire, personal contact with your officer may be made
by a card or note addressed to their badge number at the Casa Grande
Police Department, 373 E. Val Vista Blvd., Casa Grande, AZ 85122.

Fellowship Committee
A note from Fellowship chair, Lois
Irvin:

We had a chicken dinner with fixings on
the last Sunday in January after our
annual meeting. Forty-eight people
stayed, enjoyed the food and
fellowship. All of us in the kitchen had fun serving everyone. A big thank
you to: BJ Edwardson, Myrna Horner, Diane Bergquist, Joan Benscotter,
Doreen Darling, Donna Erickson, Linda Gal, Kathy Richards.

Our next event was Fritz’s funeral on February 09, 2022. Again a big thank
you to the women who served and brought baked goods: Donna Johnston,
Donna Erickson, Linda Gal, Kathy Richards, Karen and Gina!

What is coming? A Community Animal Blessing event tentatively
scheduled for Saturday, March 26th from 9 am to noon at the Neon Park
and in front of the CG site. More to come on this but would love some
volunteers to help out! Please text or call Lois at 6122365304.  The plan
is to serve hot dogs, bags of chips and bottled water!

http://voice.google.com/calls?a=nc,%2B17035095651
http://voice.google.com/calls?a=nc,%2B16122365304


And more...in the near future a Ladies Luncheon is planned. Invite your
friends to attend at the AZ City site! Looking for folks interesting in
planning and serving at this event, too!

And a note from Pastor Doug:

On the same date, March 26th, in Casa Grande, we will have a free
concert at 4 pm. Ginny introduced me to a gentleman who sings Southern
Gospel and his former partner in singing is coming into town. More
information to come. Flyers to come, Facebook advertising to come.

I need assistance from two people with their Thrivent Action Teams. One
for the Pet Blessing - for Hot Dogs, Chips, Water and advertising.

The other is for snacks to sell and advertising for the concert.

Membership/Discipleship
I really do not like that word, membership. I
like discipleship. This speaks to what Jesus
asks of us. He does not seek out members
of the church, but Disciples. Being a disciple
is being a follow of Jesus. You do not need
to be a member of a congregation to follow
Jesus.

However, all that being said, in the ELCA,
we need to track attendance, giving, and even members. There is an
advantage to becoming a member of Central Lutheran, but you DO NOT
HAVE TO. If you choose to transfer your membership from another
congregation to Central Lutheran, that will make you a full-time member.
With that you have the privilege to serve on council if you choose,
represent the congregation at the Synod Assembly and even at the
Church-Wide assembly. You also have voting rights for anything that
requires a congregation vote, such as Budgets, AKA, Mission Support
Plans, council members and more.

You also have an option of Seasonal/Associate membership. This gives you
voting rights at Central Lutheran, while maintaining a full membership in
another congregation, such as your Summer Congregation. There are
some restrictions on when you can vote but based upon our seasonal
influx here, this generally would not be an issue.

We would love for you to consider becoming either a Full-Time or
Associate/Seasonal member. Please consider this and see pastor Doug or



one of the council members if this is something you want to explore for
you.

Pastor Doug



ELCA Newsletter
Stay in touch with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) by subscribing to their newsletter.

Check out the ELCA website.

Financial Report

Hello Central Lutherans from your treasurer:

It’s hard to believe that we have two months
of 2022 behind us, and Lent is just around the
corner. At our last council meeting I was
elected and will continue as your treasurer for
one more year. I have attempted to get
envelopes and giving statements to all that
have requested them. If I missed someone,
please let me know.

We are in the process of establishing a new online giving platform called
Faithlife which will take the place of PayPal. We hope to be up and running
by Easter. Details to follow.

As mentioned before, a fund has been established to pay off the balloon
payment on our mortgage which will be due August 2023. A thermometer
similar to the one used for the funds raised to call Pastor Doug will be set
up soon at both sites to track our progress. If you wish to donate to this
fund, please designate on your check or envelopes. The total Amount
needed is $37,000 and we already have over $1000 towards our goal.

https://community.elca.org/elca-email-subscriptions?_ga=2.247391756.982059445.1643484644-981713541.1643484644
https://www.elca.org/


As was discussed at our annual meeting our budget for 2022 is higher
than 2021 now that we have a full time Pastor, so our regular monthly
needs are also a consideration in our financial needs.

Thank you all for your financial support of Central Lutheran. Samantha
and I will continue to mind the funds of the church.

Blessings to all. 
 Rick Hagen 

 Treasurer CLC

I am inviting Central Lutheran
members and friends to come
to Standing Stones Retreat
Center at noon on March 26 for a
lunch and a great program. The
retreat center address is 44020
West US Hwy 60, Wickenburg
85390. We are between mile
markers 93 and 94 on US Hwy 60.
Please call 928-685-5211 to let
us know you are coming.

We need a chef at Standing Stones. If anyone who is a really good cook
wants to cook at our retreat center….either short-term or long-term,
please give a call to Dave Anderson at 480-550-4414.  We can provide
travel trailer accommodations.

Thank you for praying for the Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat ministry.

Dave

Dave Anderson, President 
 www.ShepherdsCanyonRetreat.org 

 P.O. Box 51510, Phoenix, AZ 85076 
 T: 480-588-8837 C: 602-538-4066 F: 480-838-9187

Join Pastor Doug:

http://voice.google.com/calls?a=nc,%2B19286855211
http://voice.google.com/calls?a=nc,%2B14805504414
http://voice.google.com/calls?a=nc,%2B14805888837
http://voice.google.com/calls?a=nc,%2B16025384066
http://voice.google.com/calls?a=nc,%2B14808389187


When: 3rd Monday of each
month 
Where: Casa Grande 
Time: 8:30 am.

Rotating topics to be picked
by group. Bring your Bible,

coffee cup, and an appetite for the Holy Spirit.

CLC Quilting Groups
Our Central Lutheran Church Quilting
Groups are on a roll and quilting up a
storm! Everyone is welcome to come work
on quilts. We donate to various
charity/non-profit groups.

Wednesday quilting group meets twice a month, on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays from 9:30 to noon at the Arizona City church location (12921
S. Sunland Gin Road, Arizona City). Contact Kathy Richards.

Thursday quilting group meets in Arizona City meet each week at 9am,
Contact person is Mary Gilbertson.

On-site and Live
Online Worship

You 
are 

 invited!

Join us weekly for worship
in Arizona City or Casa
Grande! OR join us online - YouTubeLive.

▪ Sunday Worship Times 8:30am in AZ City.
▪ Sunday Worship Times 10am in Casa Grande.

Remember: 
 Ash Wednesday, March 2nd: 5pm in AZ City and 7pm in Casa Grande

Lent Wednesday Services - 6pm in AZ City



▪ Masks optional.

Worship online - CLC [YouTube Channel]

Live Worship Service ONLINE thru YouTube Live at on the Central Lutheran
Church YouTube Channel.

Print the Sunday Bulletin ahead of time and enjoy "live" online worship
each Sunday.

Our Worship

Our focus is on the good news shared by God through Jesus Christ, and is
celebrated through the sacraments of baptism and Holy Communion.

Adult Community Education
(ACE) 

 Resuming In-person Tutoring in
March

March brings happy news for Adult
Community Education (ACE) tutors
and participants — in-person
tutoring will resume! Now that the
Casa Grande Valley’s COVID-19
levels (i.e., hospitalizations and

new COVID 19 cases) are low, the ministry team will reopen the learning
lab. For over a year, a few participants were able to continue reasonable
progress toward their general education or English language learning goals
using virtual tutoring through video conferencing. However, the COVID-19
pandemic slowed or halted the participation of several students and
volunteers. Some struggled with using video conferencing technology to
make progress. Others had new childcare at home due to school closures
and quarantine polices that infringed on parents’ availabilities to
participate in the program. Job losses due to business closures and shift
changes attributed to worker shortages also disrupted consistent
participation. Nonetheless, with the months of COVID-19 surges behind
them, previous participants are beginning to return and pick up where
they left off.

While video conferencing technology will always be available for those who
like it, the reopening of the learning lab also will mean new participants

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOANICMqyAPOtOjYtIxCs0w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOANICMqyAPOtOjYtIxCs0w
http://centrallutheranaz.org/church/worship-2/sunday-bulletin/


who prefer in-person support will join the program soon. “We will need
more volunteers to meet that demand,” Eva Torres, ACE Tutoring
Coordinator forecasted. “I have the names and contact information for
several people who have said they are looking forward to getting started
as soon as we are ready.” Flyers calling for volunteers will be posted in
several locations such as the library, grocery stores, post offices,
newspapers, social service agencies, community bulletin boards, church
newsletters, and volunteer opportunity websites. The goal will be to build
up the current ACE volunteer team so it can continue to make a significant
and greater impact in the lives of adults who are pursuing their personal
development and career goals.

General education tutoring helps to
improve participants’ knowledge and skills
in math, reading, writing, science and
social studies, the subjects of high school
equivalency tests that must be mastered
to obtain a GED certificate. Tutors work
one-on-one through an individual study
plan that prepares participants to take the
GED exams. Appointments with an
assigned tutor are available once or twice
a week at convenient times. Tutoring is
available in Spanish and English. Language sessions develop conversation
skills for speaking and understanding English in daily living. Teachers work
one-on-one or with small groups. Tutors instruct, mentor and encourage
adult learners as they prepare for GED tests and/or improve their
language fluency. Bilingual and English-only tutors are needed to support
the team’s work. If you like to help adults succeed toward their personal
development goals, complete the volunteer interest form to get involved. 

 Scan the code to access the online Volunteer Interest Form.

or go to: 
 http://centrallutheranaz.org/church/wp-

content/uploads/2020/08/Volunteer-Interest-Form-Fillable-Rev.pdf

Send the completed form to: Central Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 677,
Arizona City AZ 85123 or CommunityEd@CentralLutheranAZ.org.

To make a donation to the program, call the Central Lutheran Church
office (520-466-5024)  or direct donations and special grants to: 

 Central Lutheran Church Community Education Ministry 
 P.O. Box 677 

 Arizona City AZ 85123

http://voice.google.com/calls?a=nc,%2B15204665024


Please include a stamped envelope with a return address to receive a
receipt for your tax-deductible gift.

“What You Have First Given Us"
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have
first given us – ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of
your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

On the second weekend of each month we continue to prayerfully consider
the challenge to double our offering. The reason for this proposal is the
need to increase offerings and the belief many people have the ability to
fulfill such a request. As we consider this challenge, we can ask ourselves,
“how come I don’t give more?” Thank you for your contributions to our
growing ministry.

Please continue to support CLC. Please note if you wish to designate
funds.

MAIL your offerings (Casa Grande or AZ City) to: 
 Central Lutheran Church, PO Box 677 Arizona City, AZ 85123 

 Also consider setting up REGULAR, AUTOMATIC GIVING through
your financial institution or PayPal.

▪ The outreach committee has enlisted 25
visitors to make calls on people who are
not afflicted with any church.

▪ The Ladies Bible Study will be held
Thursday morning at 10. All ladies are



invited to lunch in the Fellowship Hall after
the B.S. is done.

▪ Evening massage – 6 p.m.
▪ The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies

of the congregation would lend him their
electric girdles for the pancake breakfast
next Sunday morning.

▪ The audience is asked to remain seated
until the end of the recession.

▪ Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 to 8:30 pm.
Please use the back door.

Remember to bring in
non-perishable food. A

Food Bank Box is set up
at both church sites for

your donations.

Remember in Prayer

Please keep the
following people in
your prayers: Aleata,
Anna, Asher, Becky, 

 Brooke, Bunny, Carol,
Carole, Carolyn, Chris,
Darcy, Eric, Erika, Evan,
Faye, Fred and Kathy,
Gail, Gina, Glenda, Hal,
Israel, Jill, Josh, Judy,
Karen, Larry, Leda, Lisa, Markie, Mary Kay, Megan’s Family morning her
death, Michelle, Mike, Mike T., Neil, Nikki, Nancy, Oakley, Patty Jo, Robyn,
Ryan, Rayne, Samuel, Sandy, and Sylvia. If a name is missing, please let
us know and we will add to the list. Make sure you have their permission.

Let us know if any names could be removed.

Military Service: 
 Send us names for Prayer List and Military Servicemen.



Council Meetings: Third Tuesday of each
month

Council Members:
President - Gary Erickson 

 Vice President - Steve Gal 
 Treasurer - Rick Hagen 

 Secretary - Karen DeBold

Dick Jones, Gary Linafelter, Skip Simes, Karen Debold

Council Minutes are posted at each church site on the bulletin board.

Central Lutheran Church Mission

“We are a Spirit-filled community of loving and caring, light-hearted
people who joyfully invite all to share, through the Gospel, the love of

Christ.”

Multi-Site Ministry
▪ Draw upon resources to meet the needs of each campus
▪ Use of congregational resources based on needs
▪ Programs at one or both sites
▪ One governing body, one budget
▪ Staff active on both campuses
▪ Capital projects at both campuses

Pastor Doug's Blog

Contact Us

Pastor Doug Dill: PastorDoug@CentralLutheranaz.org 
 Website: www.centrallutheranaz.org 

 Sunday Bulletin/Announcements/Prayer requests available on the website

Office Hours: 
 Wednesday - Casa Grande, 9 am – 2 pm 

 

http://www.messy-spirituality.com/
mailto:PastorDoug@Centrallutheranaz.org
http://www.centrallutheranaz.org/


Thursday - Arizona City, 9 am – noon

Pastor Doug Ph: 402-235-6969 
 Pastor Doug is always a phone call, email or text away.

Arizona City Campus 
 12921 S. Sunland Gin Road (PO Box 677), Arizona City, AZ 85123 

 PH: (520) 466-5024

Casa Grande Campus 
 324 N Sacaton Street , Casa Grande, AZ 85122 

 PH: (520) 316-9659

For mail service use PO Box 677 Arizona City, AZ 85123

Unsubscribe: You have received this e-mail because you provided your e-
mail address to receive information from Central Lutheran Church. If you
wish to be removed from this mailing, send your request to Church Office:
churchoffice@centrallutheranaz.org.
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