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By Rev. Doug Mills
Dear friends,
This Sunday in worship we will hear Jesus’ enigmatic words 
of frustration about folks who didn’t behave the way he 
wanted them to. And, I will introduce you to the works of Kate 
Bowler, whose life story and writings are at the center of our 
Lenten series, Good Enough.
Professor Bowler begins her book of devotions titled Good 
Enough, explaining her intentions. “When life goes off the 
rails,” she writes, “we often believe we are the problem. But 
the reality is that so much is out of our control. You get sick. A 
friend dies. The baby’s heart stops beating. The financial 
pressures are too much to bear.” Or, in the case of Jesus, 
Herod is out to get you.
We have no control over some things. What we can control is 
our willingness to be “on the lookout for beauty and meaning 
and truth in the midst of lives that didn’t turn out like we 
thought they should. We can have lives where God breaks in 
and surprises us. We can learn to believe that we are 
blessed…” even if our lives don’t look perfect to others.
What kind of faith is Good Enough for our imperfect lives? “A 
Good Enough faith will establish a sort of rhythm of life to 
sustain momentum… to remind us that closeness with God is 
not just a question of belief. It is also in the small actions we 
can take. A good enough faith is not reaching for the 
impossible… A good enough faith looks for beauty and truth 
in what’s possible.”
I look forward to seeing you in worship, on-site or online.
In Christ,
Pastor Mills

By: Kate Bowler
Last Sunday, we were reminded that "ordinary lives can be holy.” 
Remember this excerpt from the scripture: Jesus, full of the Holy 
Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He 
ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he 
was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered 
him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’” - excerpt 
from Luke 4: 1-13 We find ourselves hungry for many things that 
we believe will bring us satisfaction. In today’s Gospel, the devil 
lays a bet that Jesus will jump at the chance for glory, fame, and 
the quick fix. Who wouldn’t? But Jesus keeps up the pithy one-
liners long enough that the Tempter just has to slink away. What 
are the temptations that catch your ear, singing out promises that 
your life should be more special than it is? What if ordinary life is 
already holy–as is?
This Sunday, we are reminded that "so much is out of our 
control.” Even Jesus got frustrated when folks didn’t behave as 
he would have liked. We probably aren’t receiving death threats 
from Herod as Jesus was, but our wellbeing could be threatened 
by the idea that if we just try hard enough, are nice enough, say 
just the right thing, life will always go our way. We run around in 
so many directions, trying to herd the chicks into some imagined 
semblance of perfect formation (have you ever tried to herd 
chicks?). What if we could let go of needing all things and all 
people to be “just so” and instead learn to dance with the 
unfolding of that which is not ours to control?
Prayer: Holy One, Our Light and Salvation, we call out to you, 
sometimes afraid of the adversaries in life. Shelter us in days of 
trouble, lead us on level paths. Open us this day to your grace 
and peace, transform our frustrations into simple and good 
enough moments that fill our days.

DEVOTION

https://www.umc.org/en/content/the-world-community
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ST. MARK’S READING 
CAMP FOR 

STRUGGLING 
READERS

SAVE THE DATE 
June 6 – June 30, 2022 

We are accepting reservations for testing students 6-12 for our FREE Summer reading camp. Qualifying students will be 
registered in the order that they are tested.

Call Ruth Lindstrom at 915-833-6555 or 605-695-4288 
to reserve a testing appointment. Testing will determine if your child qualifies for the camp.

Testing will take place in our Walker Annex, located at 5008 Love Road, directly across the street from St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church.

https://umcmission.org/news-statements/appeal-for-peace-in-russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://loveroad.org
https://give.idonate.com/st-marks-united-methodist-church/https-generositydemo-com-generosity
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 COUNTDOWN TO GOOD FRIDAY 
GO TO...

https://loveroad.org

HOW FAITH CAN INSPIRE 
RESILIENCE FOR 2022

By Madison Myers, UMC.ORG

When the ball dropped on December 31st of 2020 
and we welcomed 2021, everyone around the world 
hoped for a better year. We were banking on the 
hope that the new year would see a resolution to 
some of the world’s pressing issues - COVID, for 
one. 
Unfortunately, it didn’t work that way. 2021 was in a 
lot of ways just more of the same, a reprise of the 
trials of 2020. 
Fast forward to the present. 2022 is here, except this 
New Year’s Eve felt different. It felt a little more 
difficult to be hopeful about our future. Two years of 
trials, tragedies, and tribulations have gone by, and 
a lot of us are finding it hard to keep on keeping on. 
It’s challenging to have faith in a loving God when 
COVID is still taking innocent lives, hatred and 
division seem to permeate our culture, and solutions 
seem so elusive. It is hard to have faith when people 
in the church are divided on things like public health 
concerns and politics. It can be even harder when 
you are the person suffering from illness or have had 
the life of a loved one taken from you. Or if you are 
one of the first responders, health care workers, or 
teachers who are trying to hold it together day and 
night. 
Yet now is the time that we need faith most. Being 
resilient in faith does not come so naturally to us 
when we find ourselves getting knocked down. But 
that is when faith is most critical. So how do we 
practice resilient faith when faith can be so hard to 
find in the midst of adversity? 

Get your 
FREE SPRING PHOTO

PICK A DATE
FREE Spring photos will be taken on Sundays after 

each worship service between
February 27 - April 10th.

Sign-up at the entrance of the
Fellowship Hall & Sanctuary lobby

or https://loveroad.org/.

https://loveroad.org


Where love leads community 

___________________________________________________________________

Mar 13 - Mar 13
__________________________________

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

March 13 - March 19, 2022
Dolores Anderson, Mar 13th Jean 

Henderson, Mar 13th 
Michael Ryan Tune Mar 13th 

Cynthia Hill, Mar 14th
Bill White, Mar 14th

Lance Van Deman, Mar 15th 
Angelika Fay, Mar 15th 
Debbie Fitzer, Mar 15th 

Debbie Trexler, Mar 15th 
Bobbierae Hernandez, Mar 16th 

Juan Rocha, Mar 16th
Pat Hill (1), Mar 17th

Tyler Rutter, Mar 17th
Michael Downey (3), Mar 19th

Libby Frisbey, Mar 19th 
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__Sunday< March 13 
8a Nursery (Ages 6 Weeks - 2 Yr
9a Kids Church
9a Praise Worship Service
10a NUDGE Youth Sunday School
10a Agape Class
10a Sunday School (Ages K - 6)

Monday, March 14
School Spring Break
10a Reader's Book Chat
3p Summer reading camp- testing
6p Traditional Service Choir Rehearsal
6:30p Boy Scout Troop 59

Tuesday, March 15
12p Needlework Group
3p Summer reading camp- testing
6:30p Grief Share

Wednesday, March 16
3p Summer reading camp- testing
6p Praise Band Rehearsal
6p MOPS “Mothers of Preschoolers”

Thursday, March 17
8:30a Elementary School Program Practice
9a Women's Bible Study
3p Summer reading camp- testing
6p Weight Watchers

Friday, March 18
3p Summer reading camp- testing
6:30p NA - Narcotics Anonymous

Saturday, March 19
8:30a Weight Watchers
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https:www.loveroad.org

S  H  A  R  E        P  R  A  Y  E  R

Prayer gives us room.  Our Lord invites us into a place and 
time where we can reach deep inside ourselves to talk 
about how life seems to us, our struggles, our guilt, and the 
guilt that we think belongs to others.  
Judgement belongs to our Lord.  We can trade in our 
thoughts of blame and ask for it to be replaced with 
understanding.
As that understanding comes, it may show us parts of 
ourselves that need to change.  Ask for forgiveness from 
our Lord who is completely faithful to forgive.  
Then continue to listen and follow.  

How to Share Prayers:
Visit our Prayer Wall at 

https://loveroad.org
or

Send your prayer requests to prayer group 
leader Ruth Lindstrom at 

ruthlindstrom@yahoo.com
You can ask that your prayer requests be 

published to groups or kept private. 
Call the church office at :915-581-4444 Office 

hours 9 AM -1 PM Monday - Thursday 

Church Family Prayer Requests... 
MORE PRAYERS

Elizabeth
By Bill and Dianne Wilkson -Please pray for 
Elizabeth family concerns
Charles
By the McElroy’s -Please pray for Charles he is have 
a heart procedure
Wendy Snider
By the Ethridge’s -Please pray for Wendy Snider she 
has surgery 3/8
Dean Cline
By The Etheridge’s -Please pray for Dean Cline in 
hospice
Bill Wilkson’s Niece
You may remember we prayed for some time for 
McKenna, my niece that was in a car accident that 
claimed the life of her husband. Please lift her up 
again in prayer. Her doctors have decided to 
amputate her injured leg.
Prayer for David, John, Sam, & Allison
By: David and Alison Storrs - Please pray for David’s 
continued health -Please pray for John and good 
behavior -Pleas pray for Sam’s good heart -Please 
pray for Allison’s ability to do well and get patients in 
dental hygiene school

Ruth Lindstrom
By Al & Ruth
Tuesday, March 8th 2022
Ruth visited Dr. Vernon Burke, an oral surgeon, today to 
determine treatment of her facial injuries. For those of you who 
didn't know, she fell on a sidewalk in Cozumel while we were on a 
cruise last week, injuring her face. She has multiple fractures.to 
her nose, upper part of her face, and injury to some teeth. 
However, there was no injury to her jaw which would have 
required surgery. The doctor indicated that she should be able to 
heal without surgery.in about six weeks. The dental injuries can 
be addressed starting in two weeks. He indicated she could 
attend a family reunion planned for March 19th in Denver. Ruth 
hasn't seen her twin sister for nearly 2 and one-half years. She 
will be on soft foods for at least six weeks. Dr. Burke will check on 
her progress periodically. Dr. Burke went out of his way to assist 
Ruth. He set aside a very busy schedule to analyze her condition. 
He telephoned her dentist to ensure that she will have a timely 
appointment. He also indicated that he should be called if there is 
any difficulty while she is in Denver and he will contact, if needed, 
a surgeon that he knows in Denver God is certainly taking care of 
Ruth, and she is particularly thankful for our church friends who 
have shown such concern, care and support. 
Blessings and Love, Ruth and Al

https://fundraising.idonate.com/st-marks-united-methodist-church/givingtuesday
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Children’s Ministry Director - Bianca Milan Analla 

Communications Director - Bill Wilkson Praise 

Team Director - Lawrence Brown III  Facilities 

Superindent - Bunnie Betancourt Head Kitchen 

Chef - Miguel Guillen

St. Mark’s School Principal - Linda Smith 

St. Mark’s  Church Staff 
Senior Pastor – Rev. Douglas Mills 
to schedule an appointment with Dr. Mills 
http://meetme.so/WDouglasMillsmaster

Associate Senior Pastor - Layloni Drake 

Business Office Manager - Laura Ronald  

Office Assistant - Cheri Bridges

Traditional Music Director - Stephen Jackson 

St. Mark's 2021
All Rights Reserved.  

To receive our weekly email version, 
go to loveroad.org

Click MessengerOur mailing address is:
5005 Love Rd. El Paso, TX, 79922 

Phone: (915) 581-4444

http://meetme.so/WDouglasMillsmaster
http://meetme.so/WDouglasMillsmaster
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