twelve asked him about the parables. 11 And he said to them, “To you has been
given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in
parables 12 so that “ they may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear
but not understand, lest they should turn and be forgiven.” ” 13 And he said to
them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the
parables? “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all
the parables? 14 The sower sows the word. 15 And these are the ones along the
path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and
takes away the word that is sown in them. 16 And these are the ones sown on
rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it
with joy. 17 And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then,
when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they
fall away. 18 And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who
hear the word, 19 but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and
the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.
20 But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and
accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.”
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Prayers:

Luther’s Evening Prayer

P: Hear our petitions, O Lord, as we entrust our lives into your care
this night.

C: We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your
dear Son, that you have this day so graciously protected us. We beg
you to forgive us all our sins and the wrong which we have done.
By your great mercy defend us from all the perils and dangers of
this night. Into your hands we commend our bodies and souls and all
that is ours. Let your holy angels have charge of us, that the wicked
one have no power over us. Amen

Benediction .....cocviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e e Page 97
CLOSING HYMN: “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” Hymn 487

GO IN PEACE & REMEMBER HIS SACRIFICE
WE SHALL REMEMBER HIS SACRIFICE

WELCOME to St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. We are glad to have you
join us to worship this evening. We invite you to join us each Sunday at 8:30 or
11:00 am and on Wednesday evenings during Lent at 7:00 pm. If you would like to
request a meeting or arrange a visit from Pastor Paul please call his office at 731-
4433 or his cell phone at 716-807-4017.
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Lent Devotion & Prayer
March 16, 2022

Prelude:

P:
C:
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OPENING HYMN:

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world.
The light that no darkness can overcome. (cf. John 8:12, 1:5)

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening.
And the day is almost over. (Luke 24:29)

Let your light scatter the darkness.
And illumine your Church. (cf. John 12:46)

For even the darkness is not dark to you.
The night is bright as the day. (Psalm 139:12)

“There is a Green Hill Far Away”
(sung to the tune in the Red Hymnal)

Hymn 114

Salutation & Prayer
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to
make our common prayers to you. You have promised through your
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his name, you
will be in the midst of them. Answer, O Lord, our desires and petitions

as you determine best for us —granting us, in this world, the knowledge
of your truth, and in the age to come, everlasting life in you. Amen.

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 42:18-28

18 On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God:
19 if you are honest men, let one of your brothers remain confined where you are in
custody, and let the rest go and carry grain for the famine of your households,
20 and bring your youngest brother to me. So your words will be verified, and you
shall not die.” And they did so. 21 Then they said to one another, “In truth we are
guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul, when he
begged us and we did not listen. That is why this distress has come upon us.”
22 And Reuben answered them, “Did I not tell you not to sin against the boy? But
you did not listen. So now there comes a reckoning for his blood.” 23 They did not
know that Joseph understood them, for there was an interpreter between them.
24 Then he turned away from them and wept. And he returned to them and spoke to
them. And he took Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes. 25 And
Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, and to replace every man’s money

in his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. This was done for them.
26 Then they loaded their donkeys with their grain and departed. 27 And as one of
them opened his sack to give his donkey fodder at the lodging place, he saw his
money in the mouth of his sack. 28 He said to his brothers, “My money has been
put back; here it is in the mouth of my sack!” At this their hearts failed them, and
they turned trembling to one another, saying, “What is this that God has done to
us?”
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Epistle Reading: 1Corinthians 5:9-6:11

9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people
10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and
swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world.

11 But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the
name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an
idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one.

12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the
church whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those outside. “Purge the
evil person from among you.” 6 When one of you has a grievance against
another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints?
2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world
is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? 3 Do you
not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to
this life! 4 So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have
no standing in the church? 5 I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one
among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers, 6 but brother goes
to law against brother, and that before unbelievers? 7 To have lawsuits at all with
one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not ra-
ther be defrauded? 8 But you yourselves wrong and defraud—even your own
brothers! 9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulter-
ers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such
were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Gospel Reading: Mark 4:1-20

4 Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about
him, so that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was
beside the sea on the land. 2 And he was teaching them many things in parables,
and in his teaching he said to them: 3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow.

4 And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and de-
voured it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and
immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it
was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 And other
seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and yield-
ing thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “He who has ears
to hear, let him hear.” 10 And when he was alone, those around him with the



