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Lesson 2

Jonathan Shares

with David

1 Samuel 18:1-4
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Bible Words: “Be kind”

(Ephesians 4:32, NCV).

Children will

• know that God helps them grow big enough to share.

• feel big enough, and be willing to share.

• share in specific ways with friends. 

Children will accomplish the goals when they

• say the Bible words, “Be kind.”

• pray, “Thank You, God, that we are growing big enough to share.” 

• sing about growing and sharing. 

• name or point to someone who is growing big enough to share. 

• act out sharing with friends. 

Before Class

For the Bible story, you will need the classroom Bible, Zach the puppet, and a small gift box with cloth or a doll’s robe inside. Prepare four grocery bag coats by following these
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instructions. Cut up the center of each bag. Cut a neck hole in the bottom 

and armholes in the sides to make a coat. Decorate one like a coat. On 

another draw a sword, on another draw a belt, and on another draw a 

bow and arrow. If possible, locate a picture of David and Jonathan to 

show during the Bible story.

Prepare the Family Living Center, the Art Center, and the Book/Picture Center. If you are the only teacher, use just the Family Living Center now. The Game Center will be used after the Bible story.

Let’s Get Started

Use Zach to greet each child by name. Zach can say, “I see Katie! She is growing big enough to share with her friends!” 

Guide the children to give their offerings and get involved in one of the learning centers.
Learning Activity Centers

(30 minutes)

Family Living Center
Supplies

tablecloth or blanket, paper plates, paper cups, napkins, picnic basket or grocery bag, graham crackers, juice or water

Explain to the children that they will be going on a picnic. Have children was their hands before beginning this activity. Gather supplies into the basket or bag and hike to a certain area of the room. Arrange the blanket or tablecloth on the floor. Hand out items, giving one child the plates, one the cups, and so forth.

When we have a picnic we can share with our friends. Marci has just plates. She can’t have a picnic that way. Marci is going to share her plates with everyone. Continue in this way until each child has shared something. Explain that you will share something to drink with them.
Thank you, Marci, for sharing paper plates with your friends. Raven is big enough to share crackers with her friends. Before eating pray, Thank You, God, for helping these children grow big enough to share with their friends.
Art Center
Supplies
toilet paper tubes, stickers, crayons

Let the children decorate the toilet paper tubes with crayons and stickers. When they’ve finished decorating their tubes, show them how to look out of the tubes. Ask the children to walk around the room while looking through their tubes. Have them look for objects they can share. After a few minutes ask them to look for people who are big enough to share with their friends.

Joshua sees a puzzle he could share. Sarah sees a toy she could share. Deshon sees Ariana who is big enough to share with her friends. I see Alexia, who is growing big enough to share. I think she is going to share a napkin with her friend. She is doing what our Bible words tell us to do: “Be kind”!

Book/Picture Center
Supplies

classroom Bible, reproducible p. 7, construction paper, glue, scissors, envelopes, puzzles made in Lesson 1, pictures of objects children could share or pictures of children sharing (can be the same ones used in Lesson 1), books about children sharing (be sure to check out the great children’s books at www.standardpub.com)

Before class, make several copies of page 7. Color if desired and mount on construction paper. Cover with clear adhesive covering. Cut each page into three or four large puzzle pieces and put each puzzle in a separate envelope. Display on a low table or mount on poster board pictures of objects children could share or pictures of children sharing. Also lay out the puzzles from Lesson 1.

Work with a couple children to put one of the puzzles together. The boy and girl in the picture are playing with sand and being kind to each other. They are sharing their toys while they play. Can you point to someone in the picture who is big enough to share? Yes, the boy and girl are both sharing. As children look at other pictures, talk about what they can share. When you share, you are being kind. God is helping you grow big enough to share. Have the classroom Bible open to Ephesians 4:32, the Bible words. Read the words “Be kind” aloud. Ask the children to point to the words and read them with you.

Worship and Bible Story

(15 minutes)

Let’s Worship God

Have Zach tell the children, “It’s time to put our things away, so we can sing to God and pray.” Begin singing “We Are Growing” as soon as the first children arrive at the worship area. Then lead the children in singing “I Love You, God.”

We Are Growing

(Tune: “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”)
Grow, grow, growing tall, (crouch low and slowly stand up)

We are growing tall. (stand on tiptoes)

God helps us grow strong and tall. (flex muscles)

Thank You, thank You, God. (fold hands in prayer)

I Love You, God

(Tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)

I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)

Yes, I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)
I can read my Bible. (open hands as if holding a book)
Yes, I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)

I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)

Yes, I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)
I can sing and pray to You. (fold hands in prayer)
Yes, I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)

Open the classroom Bible and say, The Bible says, “Be kind.” God wants us to be kind. You are big enough to be kind! Let a child point to the Bible words while the rest of the children say the Bible words with you. Then lead them in saying the rhyme “I Want to Be Kind.”

I Want to Be Kind

I want to be kind in every way, (hold arms open wide)
With ears, and eyes, and mouth. (point to each)
With feet, (touch feet)
And hands, (clap hands)
And all I am. (hold arms open wide)
I want to be kind today. (nod head up and down) 
Let’s pray and ask God to help us be kind. Pray, Dear God, we want to be kind. Help us to be kind to our friends and share with them. Amen. 

Let’s Learn from the Bible

[Just for the teacher: Three-year-olds have an earned reputation of being self-centered. Sharing is not an easily acquired trait at this stage of development. The ability to share, however, is not automatically acquired with age! When Jonathan shared with David he gave up possessions that under certain circumstances had the power to save his life. Jonathan shared even when it was costly. Many adults find these lessons more difficult than will your classroom of children. Encourage and reward them with smiles and positive conversation as you see examples of sharing today.]

Introduction: Ask Zach to come to the worship circle. As you bring him in front of you with one hand, use your other hand to give him the gift-wrapped package containing the robe or cloth. Say, I have something I want to share with you, Zach. Shall I open it for you? Open the box and place the robe or cloth on Zach. Say, We are going to learn a Bible story about someone who shared a coat with his friend. Let’s listen! Lay Zach aside and place your Bible open to today’s Bible story on your lap.

The Bible Story: Place the grocery sack coats beside you. Display the picture of David and Jonathan if you have one. David and Jonathan were friends. One day Jonathan said, “David, you are my friend and I am your friend. We will always be good friends. I love you and I want to share with you some gifts.”

So Jonathan took off his robe and put it on David. Choose a child to stand and place the grocery bag robe on her.

Jonathan also wanted to give David his belt and his sword. Choose two more children to stand and wear the belt and sword bags.

David put on the belt. He put on the sword. He said, “Thank you, Jonathan, for sharing these gifts with me.”

Jonathan said to David, “I have one more gift I want to share with you. Please take my bow for shooting arrows.” Choose a child to stand and wear the bow and arrow bag.

David was happy. He told Jonathan, “Thank you for sharing with me.” Jonathan was happy too. He was glad to share with his friend David.

Keep the grocery sack robe to use in Lesson 4.

Let’s Apply the Lesson

Who is wearing something Jonathan shared? I see Olivia wearing a robe. Luis is wearing a bow and arrow. Continue with the other gifts. How did David feel when his friend Jonathan shared these gifts with him? Let children respond. Yes, David was happy! And how did Jonathan feel when he shared with his friend David? Yes, Jonathan was happy too!
Let’s practice being big enough to share. Assist each child who wore a sack coat to choose a friend to share it with. Help the children take off the sack coats and give them to other children to wear. You are big enough to share with your friends just as Jonathan did. How do you feel when a friend shares with you? Let children respond. How do you feel when you share with a friend? Yes, you feel happy too!

Learning Activity Centers

(20 minutes)

Note: Let all the children visit the Game Center. If your class is large and you have several teachers, you may want to have the children also visit the other learning centers suggested under the Learning Activity Centers on pages 2 and 3.

Game Center

Supplies

ball, toy

Ask children to stand in a circle and sing “This Is the Way I Share.” During the first stanza, let children pass a ball around the circle. During the second stanza, let children pass a favorite toy around the circle. Ask children to name things they like to share with friends and sing about those too. If children name items that are in your room, quickly find those items and let them pass the items around while singing about them.

This Is the Way I Share

(Tune: “This Is the Way”)
This is the way I share a ball, share a ball, share a ball.

This is the way I share a ball. I will be kind.

This is the way I share a toy, share a toy, share a toy.

This is the way I share a toy. I will be kind.

Let’s Go Home

Supplies

none
Zach says, “Time to clean up. Let’s see who is big enough to help clean up.” Then lead the children in singing “If You’re Big Enough.”

If You’re Big Enough

(Tune: “If You’re Happy and You Know It”)
If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, then be kind and show you care.

If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
If you’re big enough to share, then be kind and show you care.

If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
Make sure children take home their tubes from the Art Center. 





I am big enough to


share with my friends.


“Be kind” (Ephesians 4:32).
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