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Lesson 3

The Israelites Share

Their Possessions

Exodus 35:4-29; 39:42, 43
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Bible Words: “Be kind”

(Ephesians 4:32, NCV).

Children will

• know that God helps them grow big enough to share.

• feel big enough, and be willing to share.

• share in specific ways at church. 

Children will accomplish the goals when they

• say the Bible words, “Be kind.”

• pray, “Thank You, God, that we are growing big enough to share.” 

• sing about growing and sharing. 

• pretend to be Bible people who shared.

• name or point to someone who is growing big enough to share. 

• act out sharing at church. 

Before Class

For the Bible story, you will need the classroom Bible, a large blanket or sheet, costume jewelry, fabric pieces, and potpourri. You’ll need one of these objects for each child in your class.

Prepare the Art Center, the Family Living Center, and the Book/Picture Center. If you are the only teacher use just the Art Center now. Use the Music/Drama Center after the Bible story.

Let’s Get Started

Use Zach to greet each child by name. Let Zach give each child a sticker while saying, “Here’s a sticker for you. I want to share with my friends at church today.” 

Guide the children to give their offerings and get involved in one of the learning centers.
Learning Activity Centers

(30 minutes)

Art Center
Supplies

reproducible pp. 7 and 8, crayons, glue sticks, scissors

Before class, make copies of page 7, one per child. Make enough copies of page 8 so that each child has one set of pictures. 

Hand out copies of page 8. Let the children color the pictures. Then hand out copies of page 7. Tell children they can color anywhere on the page except inside the windows with the dotted lines. That’s where they’ll glue the pictures they colored. You or another adult can cut out the pictures while children color. Place a container of crayons between two children so they can share. 

Here is a picture of a church building. You are getting big enough to share at church. Jacob, you will be sharing these crayons with Emma. When you share at church you are doing what our Bible words say, “Be kind.” I see many children today who are big enough to share! Sharing makes us feel happy! Let’s add pictures of children who are big enough to share. Give each child his or her set of three pictures. Help children glue the pictures onto the church building. 

Family Living Center
Supplies
play food, play dishes, table

As the children have fun at this center, encourage some of the children to cook and share a meal with the other children. Help them plan what food they will share. Encourage them to set the table and serve the food. Then call the other children to the table to enjoy the pretend meal. Look what your friends did for you here at church! They cooked a meal and want to share it with you. After enjoying the meal, encourage the recipients to cook and share a meal with the other children.
Book/Picture Center
Supplies

classroom Bible, reproducible p. 9, construction paper, glue, scissors, envelopes, puzzles made in previous lessons, pictures of objects children could share or pictures of children sharing (can be the same ones used in Lesson 1), books about children sharing (be sure to check out the great children’s books at www.standardpub.com)

Before class, make several copies of page 9. Color if desired and mount on construction paper. Cover with clear adhesive covering. Cut each page into three or four large puzzle pieces and put each puzzle in a separate envelope. Display pictures of objects children could share or pictures of children sharing on a low table or mount them on poster board. Also lay out the puzzles from the previous lessons.

Work with a couple children to put one of the puzzles together. The boys in the picture are sharing their blocks and toys with each other. They are being kind to each other. Can you point to someone in the picture who is big enough to share? Yes, both boys are sharing. As children look at other pictures, talk about what they can share. When you share, you are being kind. God is helping you grow big enough to share. Have the classroom Bible open to Ephesians 4:32, the Bible words. Read the words “Be kind” aloud. Ask the children to point to the words and read them with you.

Worship and Bible Story

(15 minutes)

Let’s Worship God

Have Zach tell the children, “It’s time to put our things away, so we can sing to God and pray.” Begin singing “If You’re Big Enough” as soon as the first children arrive at the worship area. Then lead the children in singing “I Love You, God.”

If You’re Big Enough

(Tune: “If You’re Happy and You Know It”)
If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, then be kind and show you care.

If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
If you’re big enough to share, then be kind and show you care.

If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
I Love You, God

(Tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)

I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)

Yes, I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)
I can read my Bible. (open hands as if holding a book)
Yes, I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)

I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)

Yes, I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)
I can sing and pray to You. (fold hands in prayer)
Yes, I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)

Let’s pray and tell God that we love Him. Pray, We love You, God. Thank You for helping us grow big enough to be kind and share with others. 

Open the classroom Bible and say, The Bible says, “Be kind.” God wants us to be kind. You are big enough to be kind! Can you say the Bible words with me? Have the children say the Bible words with you. Then lead them in saying the rhyme “I Want to Be Kind.”

I Want to Be Kind

I want to be kind in every way, (hold arms open wide)
With ears, and eyes, and mouth. (point to each)
With feet, (touch feet)
And hands, (clap hands)
And all I am. (hold arms open wide)
I want to be kind today. (nod head up and down) 
Let’s Learn from the Bible

[Just for the teacher: The greatest lesson that will ever be presented to young children about sharing at church will come through the living example of dedicated teachers. Teachers who are kind and compassionate, prepared and involved, enthusiastic and consistent bring riches to their church of a far greater value than the material things brought to the tabernacle by the Israelites. Live out the lesson of today’s Bible story by bringing the best of yourself to the children in your class.]

Introduction: Use Zach to whisper a message in your ear. Zach says he wants to share something with me. Help Zach place a necklace (or something similarly appropriate) around your neck. Thank you, Zach, for sharing! I’m happy that you shared with me. Have Zach say, “I’m happy too!” Goodbye, Zach! Lay Zach aside. Let’s listen to a story from the Bible about a time when people brought pretty things to share at God’s house.
The Bible Story: God told a man named Moses, “Tell my people to build a big tent-church. It will be called a tabernacle.” Help the children pronounce this word. God said, “After the people build the tent-church, they can go there to sing and pray to me.” Drape a blanket or sheet over a table or several chairs to make a tabernacle.
Moses told the people that God wanted them to build a beautiful tent-church where people would come to pray and sing to God. Moses said, “Everyone who wants to help build this beautiful tabernacle should bring a gift.”

So the people brought gold, silver, and sparkling jewels. Show some of the jewelry. They brought earrings and bracelets. Show more jewelry. Some people brought beautiful cloth. Show the cloth. Some people brought oil and spices that smelled good. Show the potpourri. Hand each child a piece of jewelry, some cloth, or potpourri. Keep one for yourself. Let’s share our gifts just like the Israelite people did. Take your gift and lead the children with their gifts to the tabernacle. Have the children place their gifts inside or decorate the tabernacle with them.

The people built the beautiful tent-church with their gifts just as God had told them. The people were happy. They were glad to share.

You’ll need a piece of jewelry for Lesson 4.

Let’s Apply the Lesson

Use Zach to pick up a gift that was placed in or on the tabernacle. What does Zach have? (necklace, cloth, etc.) We took our gifts and pretended to help build a tent-church for God. Who can tell or point to what the people shared? Who can point to the place where the people shared their gifts? How did the people feel about sharing to build the tent-church? 

What can you share at church? Help the children think of books, crayons, blocks, etc. How do you feel when someone shares a book with you? Yes, you’re happy. And how do you feel when you share something with someone else? I hope that sharing makes you happy too! 

Learning Activity Centers

(20 minutes)

Note: Let all the children visit the Music/Drama Center. If your class is large and you have several teachers, you may want to have the children also visit the other learning centers suggested under the Learning Activity Centers on pages 2 and 3.

Music/Drama Center

Supplies

rhythm instruments (optional: CD of praise music, CD player)

Provide a variety of simple rhythm instruments. Distribute several instruments to the children, but make sure that not every child has an instrument. Sing songs from the unit and other favorites. After singing each song, ask children to share their instruments with other children. Make sure that each child gets to use an instrument at least once. You may want to give each child an instrument for the last song. 

Let’s Go Home

Supplies

none
Have Zach say, “It’s time to clean up! It’s time to clean up! Let’s put away our toys so we will be ready.” Have the children sit in a circle and play a variation of Duck, Duck, Goose, using the words “Share, share, be kind.” If time permits, lead the children in singing “If You’re Big Enough.”

If You’re Big Enough

(Tune: “If You’re Happy and You Know It”)
If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, then be kind and show you care.

If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
If you’re big enough to share, then be kind and show you care.

If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
Make sure children take home their pictures from the Art Center. 
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I am big enough to share at church.


“Be kind” (Ephesians 4:32).





I am big enough to share at church.


“Be kind” (Ephesians 4:32).
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