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Lesson 4

We Are Big

Enough to Share

Review of Lesson 1–3
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Bible Words: “Be kind”

(Ephesians 4:32, NCV).

Children will

• know that God helps them grow big enough to share.

• feel big enough, and be willing to share.

• share in specific ways. 

Children will accomplish the goals when they

• say the Bible words, “Be kind.”

• pray, “Thank You, God, that we are growing big enough to share.” 

• sing about growing and sharing. 

• tell what each Bible person shared.

• name or point to someone who is growing big enough to share. 

• act out sharing. 

Before Class

For the Bible story, you will need the classroom Bible, props used in Lessons 1–3 (Elisha puppet, grocery sack coat, piece of jewelry), Zach the puppet, a ball, and a favorite toy.

Prepare the Art Center, the Family Living Center, and the Book/Picture Center. If you are the only teacher use just the Art Center. Use the Music/Drama Center after the Bible story.

Let’s Get Started

Use Zach to greet each child by name. “I see Heather! She is growing big enough to share! Here’s Brian. He is big enough to share with his friends. Sharing makes us happy!” Say, When you bring your offerings to church you are growing big enough to share at church! 

Guide the children to give their offerings and get involved in one of the learning centers.
Learning Activity Centers

(30 minutes)

Art Center
Supplies

reproducible pp. 8 and 9, crayons, glue sticks
Before class, make copies of page 8, one per child. Make enough copies of page 9 so that each child has one set of pictures. 

Hand out copies of page 9. Let the children color the pictures. Then hand out copies of page 8. Tell children they can color anywhere on the page except inside the boxes. That’s where they’ll glue the pictures they colored. You or another adult can cut out the pictures while children color.

Point to the words as you talk. This says, I am getting big enough to share at home. Here is a picture of some blocks. Are you big enough to share blocks with someone at home? Let children respond. Yes, you are! Help the children glue on the pictures of blocks. Continue in the same way with the other two pictures. Then help the children say the Bible words together. When you share with someone you are being kind. That makes everyone happy!
Game Center
Supplies
ball, toy

Ask children to stand in a circle and sing “This Is the Way I Share.” During the first stanza, let children pass a ball around the circle. During the second stanza, let children pass a favorite toy around the circle. Ask children to name things they like to share with friends and sing about those too. If children name items that are in your room, quickly find those items and let them pass the items around while singing about them.

This Is the Way I Share

(Tune: “This Is the Way”)
This is the way I share a ball, share a ball, share a ball.

This is the way I share a ball. I will be kind.

This is the way I share a toy, share a toy, share a toy.

This is the way I share a toy. I will be kind.

Book/Picture Center
Supplies

classroom Bible, puzzles from previous lessons, pictures of objects children could share or pictures of children sharing (ones from previous lessons), books about children sharing (be sure to check out the great children’s books at www.standardpub.com)

Work with a couple children to put one of the puzzles together. Ask the children questions about the puzzle as they work. Who is sharing? What are they sharing? Who is being kind? Can you point to someone in the picture who is big enough to share?
When you share, you are being kind. God is helping you grow big enough to share. Have the classroom Bible open to Ephesians 4:32, the Bible words. Read the words “Be kind” aloud. Ask the children to point to the words and read them with you.
Worship and Bible Story

(15 minutes)

Let’s Worship God

Have Zach tell the children, “It’s time to put our things away, so we can sing to God and pray.” Begin singing “If You’re Big Enough” as soon as the first children arrive at the worship area. Then lead the children in singing “We Are Growing” and “I Love You, God.”

If You’re Big Enough

(Tune: “If You’re Happy and You Know It”)
If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, then be kind and show you care.

If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
If you’re big enough to share, then be kind and show you care.

If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
We Are Growing

(Tune: “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”)
Grow, grow, growing tall, (crouch low and slowly stand up)

We are growing tall. (stand on tiptoes)

God helps us grow strong and tall. (flex muscles)

Thank You, thank You, God. (fold hands in prayer)
I Love You, God

(Tune: “The Farmer in the Dell”)

I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)

Yes, I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)
I can read my Bible. (open hands as if holding a book)
Yes, I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)

I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)

Yes, I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)
I can sing and pray to You. (fold hands in prayer)
Yes, I love You, God. (cross arms over chest, then point upward)

Let’s pray and tell God that we love Him. Ask volunteers to pray aloud. You may want to pray with them. At the end of the prayer time, ask all the children to join you in praying these words to God—we love You, God.
Open the classroom Bible and say, The Bible says, “Be kind.” God wants us to be kind. You are big enough to be kind! If you’re big enough to be kind, raise your hand. Ask the children to say the Bible words with you. Then lead them in saying the rhyme “I Want to Be Kind.”

I Want to Be Kind

I want to be kind in every way, (hold arms open wide)
With ears, and eyes, and mouth. (point to each)
With feet, (touch feet)
And hands, (clap hands)
And all I am. (hold arms open wide)
I want to be kind today. (nod head up and down) 
Let’s Learn from the Bible

[Just for the teacher: Because the concept of sharing is a new and sometimes puzzling one for young children, reviewing and reinforcing the lessons about sharing is especially important! The best learning process is often a combination of what is heard, spoken, and practiced. But the learning experience of sharing is at its best when it can be seen in the teacher. Make use of every opportunity to practice sharing in front of the children. The visual impact of a teacher living out the lesson is your most valuable tool.]

Introduction: Use Zach to carry the Elisha puppet to the center of the worship circle. Then have him carry the grocery sack coat and a piece of jewelry to the center of the worship circle. Why do you suppose Zach has brought these things? Let children respond. Yes, they are from our Bible stories. These things will help us remember the Bible people who shared. Thank you, Zach, for helping us remember! Lay Zach aside.

The Bible Story: Put on the Elisha puppet. Who is this? You may need to help the children remember Elisha’s name. A kind woman and her husband shared their food with God’s helper, Elisha. Then the woman and her husband built Elisha his very own room. Elisha was happy that they shared with him. Can you show me what Elisha did in his new room? Children may lie down to show Elisha sleeping. How did Elisha feel because the kind woman and her husband shared with him? Let children respond. Lay the puppet aside.

Pick up the grocery sack coat and put it on one of the children. David and Jonathan were friends who loved each other very much. Jonathan gave David his robe, his belt, his sword, and his bow. David was very happy that his friend Jonathan shared with him. Who can point to someone who is big enough to share with a friend? Encourage all children to respond to this and the following two questions. Who can show how you feel when a friend shares with you? Who can show how Jonathan felt when he shared with David?

Pick up the piece of jewelry. God wanted His people to build a special tent-church called a tabernacle. The people would pray and sing to God at this special tent-church. The people brought beautiful gifts such as jewelry, gold, and silver to help build God’s special tent-church. The people were happy they could share. What did the people share? Let children respond. Who can point to someone who is big enough to share at church? Who can show me how you feel when you share at church?

Let’s Apply the Lesson

Let’s practice being big enough to share. Ask the child who wore the paper sack coat to choose a friend to share it with. Help the child take off the coat and give it to another child to wear. If time permits, let each child have a turn wearing the coat. You are big enough to share with your friends just as Jonathan did. How do you feel when a friend shares with you? Let children respond. How do you feel when you share with a friend? Yes, you feel happy too!

At home, what can you share with others? Accept children’s responses. Then have children stand in a circle to sing “This Is the Way I Share.” Words are on page 3. During the first stanza, let children pass a ball around the circle. During the second stanza, let children pass a favorite toy around the circle. If time permits, you could also sing about some of the things mentioned that the children can share at home. 

Learning Activity Centers

(20 minutes)

Note: Let all the children visit the Music/Drama Center. If your class is large and you have several teachers, you may want to have the children also visit the other learning centers suggested under the Learning Activity Centers on pages 2 and 3.

Music/Drama Center

Supplies

rhythm instruments (optional: CD of praise music, CD player)

Provide a variety of simple rhythm instruments. Distribute several instruments to the children, but make sure that not every child has an instrument. Sing songs from the unit and other favorites. After singing each song, ask children to share their instruments with other children. Make sure that each child gets to use an instrument at least once. You may want to give each child an instrument for the last song. 

Let’s Go Home

Supplies

none
Zach says, “Time to clean up. Let’s see who is big enough to help clean up.” Then lead the children in singing “If You’re Big Enough.” If time permits, lead the children in the rhyme “I Want to Be Kind.”

If You’re Big Enough

(Tune: “If You’re Happy and You Know It”)
If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, then be kind and show you care.

If you’re big enough to share, clap your hands. (clap, clap)
If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
If you’re big enough to share, then be kind and show you care.

If you’re big enough to share, stomp your feet. (stomp, stomp)
I Want to Be Kind

I want to be kind in every way, (hold arms open wide)
With ears, and eyes, and mouth. (point to each)
With feet, (touch feet)
And hands, (clap hands)
And all I am. (hold arms open wide)
I want to be kind today. (nod head up and down) 
Make sure children take home their pictures from the Art Center. 
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I am big enough to share at home.
I am big enough to share with my friends.
I am big enough to share at church.

“Be kind” (Ephesians 4:32).
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