Rock Class #1

In The Beginning

In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth. Gen 1:1 (NLT)
In the beginning of what? In the beginning of creation as we know it!

The first question we need to ask ourselves, “Do I believe that God exists?”
Proverbs 9:10 (NASB)
Hebrews 11:6 (NLT)
I think if everyone is honest with themselves, they would say they believe in something ___________ than themselves.  Throughout history, you will find that all civilizations _____________ something.

Romans 1:19-23, NLT & MSG
When you look at a painting, you have to know there is a painter.

When you look at jewelry, you have to know there is a jeweler.

When you see a building, you have to know there is a builder.

And when you see creation, you have to know there is a Creator.

The second question to ask yourself is - What do I believe about God?

There are many religions that call upon different gods but they are not ‘THE’ God, the Creator of the heavens and the earth.

1. God is the _______ God.  (Isaiah 45:5 (NLT)) 

2. God is the God of _____________, ___________ and ____________. (Exodus 3:6 (NLT))

3. God is __________, existing as ___________, ___________ and _________________.

· This can be a difficult concept to understand and yet, Genesis 1:26 (NLT) records, 

· “Then God said, “Let Us make human beings in Our image, to be like Us.” 

· Notice the ‘Us’ is _________.

· Matthew 28:19 (NLT)
· Mankind was made in the image of God and is triune in nature as well having a ________, ________ and ________. 

Jesus is ________.
· Colossians 1:15 (NLT) states that, “Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.”

· Colossians‬ ‭2:9‬ (‭NLT) states, “For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body.”

‭‭ ‬‬

The Holy Spirit is ________.
· Here we see an exchange between the Apostle Peter and Ananias when Ananias lied to the Holy Spirit which the Apostle Peter clarifies was the same as lying to _______.

· Acts of the Apostles‬ ‭5:3-4‬ ‭(NLT)‬‬  

“Then Peter said, “Ananias, why have you let Satan fill your heart? You lied to the Holy Spirit, and you kept some of the money for yourself. The property was yours to sell or not sell, as you wished. And after selling it, the money was also yours to give away. How could you do a thing like this? You weren’t lying to us but to God!””

‭‭The Question of Who, What, Where, When and Why - Gen 1:1 (NLT)
Who:  God
What:  What did He create? The Heavens and the Earth
Where:  Here!
When:


1st day - Light


2nd day - Sky and water


3rd day - Land, seas, and vegetation


4th day - Sun, Moon, stars (to govern the days, nights, etc…)

5th day - fish and birds to fill the seas and sky


6th day - animals to fill the earth and man and woman to care for the earth 

Why:  

Gen 1:26-30 (NLT) - Based on this portion of Scripture, we see that man was…
1. Created in the ________ of God, to be like Him (‘Us’ – plural – Father, Son and Spirit)

2. Created male and female - both made in the image of God

3. Blessed and told them to be _________and _____________.
4. Instructed to reign and ______________over all the earth.

Psalm 115:16 (NLT) – Who is responsible for what goes on? ___________
God created mankind to be like Himself, to multiply and to govern the earth.

What’s the catch? There was one slight stipulation found in Gen. 2:15-17 (NLT)
Don’t eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of ______ and _______. What happened?

Enter ___________, Gen 3:1-7 (NLT)
Satan deceived Eve and she ate the fruit that God had said to not eat. She then gave some to Adam who was with her and he ate the fruit too. 
What were the consequences of their rebellion?    Gen 3:8-24 (NLT)
Based on this portion of scripture, we see that…

1. After eating the ________fruit, Adam and Eve became aware of their _____________. Being _________, they ________ from God.

2. The serpent (representative of __________) was cursed more than any other animal and would crawl on his belly all his days.

3. There would be open hostility between the serpent and the woman, between his offspring and her offspring.  And though the serpent would strike his _______, He (figuratively speaking of Jesus) would strike his _________.

4. The woman would experience pain in childbirth and would desire to control her husband but, in fact, she would be __________ by him. 

5. The man as a result of listening to his wife over God’s command to him, would now struggle making a ________from the __________as it was now cursed because of him. 

6. Adam and Eve were banished from the Garden of Eden lest they partake of the Tree of life that would allow them to live forever in their ________    _________.

Some important things to note about the Fall

Adam and Eve abdicated their rightful rule over the earth and handed their dominion over to satan, who through his trickery, deceived them in the Garden. Adam and Eve basically sold theirs (and our) birthright and inheritance for a piece of fruit!

They did not die physically right away but they did die _____________ because they were now separated from God. Death actually means ____________and mankind was now dead or  separated from God because of their original sin. The Holy Spirit, His abiding presence, departed from them. 

However, that separation was for mankind’s ultimate protection. God protected us from ___________     _______________ and already had a plan in place to redeem mankind through the sacrifice of His Son Jesus. We will talk about in the next lesson…
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