Rock Class #3

The Importance of The Holy Spirit
In our first lesson, we established some scriptural precedent showing that the Holy Spirit is indeed a _________ and yet __________member of the Godhead along with the Father and the Son. 

Scripture also reveals more of His divine attributes in that:
· He is everywhere present in the universe. Psalm 139:7-10 (NLT – New Living Translation)
· He has all _____________.
Luke 1:35 NLT

· He has all knowledge.

1 Corinthians 2:10-12 NLT


· He is ________________. 
Hebrews 9:14 NLT
Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit

Why did the Holy Spirit have to be sent if He is everywhere? Good question!

When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden, the personal Presence of the Lord in their lives - the Holy Spirit - departed. The Holy Spirit is just that - holy - and mankind at this point in time was no longer holy, and therefore the Holy Spirit could not commune with them as He did in the Garden.  Adam and Eve’s sin had placed mankind in a fallen state that was not acceptable for God’s holy Presence in the form of the Holy Spirit.
However, there were times in the Old Testament, when He would come upon men to empower them for ___________ but when they were disobedient, He departed from them.

Examples:

Samson


Judges 14:6 - NLT 


· The Spirit of the Lord came upon Samson.


Judges 16:20 - NLT 


· The Spirit of the Lord had left Samson.

Saul and David


1 Samuel 10:6 – NLT 
- 
The Spirit of the Lord came upon Saul.

1 Samuel 16:13-14 - NLT


- 
The Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David.
- 
The Spirit of the Lord had left Saul.

This knowledge may have been what prompted David to pray in Psalm 51:11 (NLT), “Do not banish me from Your presence, and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me.” 
However, God promised in however that there would be a time when He would ____________   _______ His Spirit upon _______ people.

 Joel 2:28-29 (NLT)
- 
The Holy Spirit would be poured out on all people.
- 
Sons and daughters will prophesy
- 
Old men will dream ____________
- 
Young men will see _____________
- 
Even on the servants, men and women alike

In the New Testament, after Pentecost, we see the Holy Spirit was indeed sent to indwell the believer.

This is now possible not because of anything we have done but rather because we were purchased back to God by the precious blood our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is His blood that removes our sin making us acceptable to God, giving us access to God, and allowing us to be the temple of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus spoke often of the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

John 14:15-17, 26 NLT 

- 
The Holy Spirit will never __________ us.
- 
The world cannot receive Him (Who can the world receive?  Jesus!).
- 
The Holy Spirit will lead you into all _____________.
- 
The Holy Spirit lives with you and in you.
- 
He _________________ us.
- 
He reminds us of the things Jesus told us.
John 15:26
 
· He will testify all about Jesus.
John 16:7-11 

- 
It is best that Jesus went away (and completed the mission God had sent Him here to fulfill).
- 
The Counselor wouldn’t come unless Jesus went away. The Holy Spirit couldn’t come and infill us as before (in the Garden) until the sacrifice for our sins had been paid for by Jesus’ blood.
- 
He will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s __________________ and coming judgment.

- 
The world’s sin is its unbelief in Jesus.

- 
Righteousness is available because of what Jesus did for us.
-    Judgment will come because the ruler of this world has already been judged.

John 16:12-15 

- 
There’s a lot more that Jesus wants to tell us, but some things we’re not ready for yet

- 
The Spirit will guide us into all truth.

- 
Like Jesus, the Holy Spirit will tell us only what He has ___________.

- 
He will tell us about the _____________.
- 
He will bring glory to Jesus by revealing to us the things He receives from Jesus.
Acts 1:4-8 NLT

- 
Jesus _______________ the apostles stay in Jerusalem until they received what the Father had promised, referring to them being baptized with the Holy Spirit

- 
Just as Jesus’ ministry didn’t __________ until He was baptized with the Holy Spirit, Jesus was instructing them to remain until they received the Power from on High.

- 
The purpose of this power was so that they would be tell people everywhere about Him and be effective witnesses. (Not just a witness, but an effective witness – one that demonstrates and exhibits the life Jesus died to give us.)
Why is the Holy Spirit so important for our lives?
Quote from Pastor Joe — “Life without the Holy Spirit is like a ______________ without _________________.”

1 Corinthians 2:9-16 NLT
- 
God wants us to know the things He has prepared for us because in doing them, glory is brought to His name.

- 
God wants us to know the wonderful things He has freely given to us - because - when we access them, glory is brought to His Name and His Kingdom is revealed here on earth.

- 
People who aren’t Christians can’t understand these truths from God’s Spirit because they don’t have the Spirit of God.

Why is all of this important? 
We were given a mandate by God from the beginning of time to have fellowship with Him and to rule over the earth. That was all lost in the Garden because we lost the empowering Presence of the Holy Spirit Who enabled us to carry out this mandate; and we lost fellowship with the Holy Spirit Who communicated to us the will, mind, intent, and purposes of God so we could execute His will on the earth.

The work of the Holy Spirit
The Spirit of God works _________ ________ by producing His fruit in our lives as listed in Galatians 5:22-23:

· Love

· Joy

· Peace

· Patience

· Kindness

· Goodness

· Faithfulness

· Gentleness

· _________________

These are the inner workings of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit works ____________ ________ when we operate in the Gifts of the Spirit as mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12 NASB, these being distributed to each of us just as ______ ________ - His gifts are as follows:
· The word of wisdom - (Future events)
· The word of knowledge – (Present/Past events)
· The gift of _______________ - (Over and above ‘normal’ faith)
· The gifts of healing – (Specific types of healing)
· The effecting of _________________ - (Things not possible in the natural realm)
· The gift of prophecy – (What God is declaring today)
· The discerning of ______________ (Test the spirits – 1 John 4:1)
· The gift of tongues – (Other languages – not to be confused with your prayer language which is only known to God)
· The gift of interpreting tongues – (Interpretation of those known languages)
These are the outer workings of the Holy Spirit.

Let’s look at the life of Jesus.

- Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit - Luke 1:35 

- He was ________________ by the Holy Spirit for service - Acts 10:38 

- He was ______ by the Holy Spirit - Matthew 4:1 

- He was crucified in the power of the Holy Spirit - Hebrews 9:14

- He was raised from the ____________ by the power of the Holy Spirit - Romans 8:11 NLT
· Jesus gave commandments to the apostles and the church through the Holy Spirit - Acts 1:1-2 

Jesus didn’t do much without the Holy Spirit!  What makes us think we can?
How Do I Receive The Holy Spirit?
Luke 11:13 - NLT 
“So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.”
- 
As the Scripture states in James 4, we __________ not because we ______ not.

· Just as you had to ask Jesus to come into your life to be saved, so you must also ask to be baptized in the Holy Spirit.
This is important to understand. Jesus stated that the Holy Spirit lives within us and comes upon us, two different things; and there are examples in Scripture of these two events happening simultaneously and also examples of the Holy Spirit coming upon people at a time different from their salvation experience.
Acts 2:1-4 NLT

- 
All were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other ___________.
· Continue reading and you will find that they became powerful witnesses for the Lord that day after being filled with the Holy Spirit. Peter preached the Message and 3,000 people were saved.  (Remember, before this time, they were hiding in the upper room!)
Acts 2:38-39 NLT

· The Promise of the Holy Spirit is for ______ who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ
· The Promise didn’t die with the Apostles.

Acts 8:14-17 NLT 

· Here you have believers who had received Jesus but had not received the Holy Spirit yet.
Paul got saved on the road to Damascus and yet the Lord sent Ananias to pray for him that he would regain his sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit - Acts 9.
Peter was sent to the house of Cornelius to preach the Gospel to them and in Acts 10:44-45 NLT it states:

- 
Jewish believers were amazed that the ____________ were also recipients of the Holy Spirit.
- 
They knew they had received the Holy Spirit because they heard them __________ with other tongues.
Acts 19:1-6 NLT
- 
There were several believers in Ephesus who didn’t even know there was a Holy Spirit.

- 
Paul laid his hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit and spoke with other tongues.
If you will notice, there were certain things that accompanied the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
- 
They spoke with other tongues and glorified God.

- 
They exhibited tremendous _______________ and effectiveness in sharing the Gospel.
Do I have to speak or pray in tongues?
Like Pastor says, “You don’t have to, you get to!”

Praying in the Holy Spirit is some of the most effective praying you can do because you are praying the __________ _______ of God as indicated in Romans 8:27, and Ephesians 6 lists praying in the Spirit as part of the armor of God. Tongues is encrypted for your protection.
We were not meant to live without the Holy Spirit working in our lives - making us more like Him - and working through our lives - impacting the world around us.
If you haven’t personally asked Jesus to baptize you in the Holy Spirit, that may be why you are struggling so in your Christian walk and are unable to overcome those areas that seem to pull you down. Jesus promised not to leave us alone - He sent us the Holy Spirit - and just as He lived in and by the power of the Holy Spirit - likewise - He intends for us to live in and by the power of the Holy Spirit. Our life here will never be fulfilled without the help of the Holy Spirit.
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