Rock Class # 4

Basic Christianity 101

It is so important to understand the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives because, what we are going to talk about in this lesson is only possible as we submit to His leading and not only rely on, but pray for, His enabling power to do the things God requests of us.

God has not left us helpless, and the things God asks of us are not too burdensome when we do them in His strength.  As Ephesians 6:10 NLT states: “Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power.”  When we try and do them in our strength, however, it becomes a difficult matter. 

Hebrews 6:1-2 NLT

“So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ again and again.  Let us go on 
instead and become mature in our understanding.  Surely we don’t need to start again with 
the fundamental importance of repenting from evil deeds and placing our faith in God.  
You don’t need further instructions about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the 
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.”

Paul is calling us on to maturity but is emphasizing the fact that certain teachings are considered ‘basic teachings’.  In other words, we have to get a handle on these before we can go on to more mature themes. Many Christians seem to think these are the themes they need to spend their whole lives trying to achieve.  No, these are just for starters!

‘Fundamental’ means forming a ________________; basic or essential.

‘Foundation’ means the support upon which something rests.

In other words, understanding these basic teachings make up the very foundation upon which your Christian walk is built.

So according to this scripture, the following 6 points should make up the foundation of our Christian walk.

1. Repenting from Evil Deeds

2. Placing our Faith in God

3. Baptisms

4. Laying on of Hands

5. The Resurrection of the Dead

6. Eternal Judgment

So, let’s take a look at these one by one.
I.   Repenting from Evil Deeds

1. Repent and Turn

Jesus’ message was very clear – “Repent of your sins and turn to God for the Kingdom of God is near!” (Matt. 4:17)
· What does repent mean?

Webster’s defines repent as, “to feel sorry for one’s sins and make up one’s mind to ____________________________.
· What does turn mean?

Webster’s defines ‘turn’ as ‘to cause to rotate’; to change the direction or focus of (thought, attention); to reverse direction or flow; to change the direction of one’s thought; to change attitude, sympathy, or allegiance.      
By an act of our will we choose to do the right thing. In many cases this requires us to turn _________ degrees from what we were thinking, what we were doing, and where we were going.
Psalm 119:30    
“I have chosen to be faithful, I have determined to live by your regulations.”

Repentance isn’t just a feeling (Oh, I’m sorry!), it’s an action as well (I will not do that again!)

2. Power to Change is Available
Acts 17:30-31 NLT

“God overlooked people’s ignorance about these things in earlier times, but now He 
commands everyone everywhere to repent of their sins and turn to Him.  For He has 
set a day for judging the world with justice by the man he has appointed, and He 
proved to everyone Who this is by raising Him from the dead.”
Whatever _________ you are still trying to justify (make excuses for) in your life, you haven’t ​​​​​_________________ of yet!

God is not going to command you to do something you are unable to do.  Jesus’ words to several people were, “Go and sin no more.”  He would not be a just God if He asked you to do something He hadn’t equipped you with power to do.

There is a lie the enemy likes to get every one to believe in regard to their struggles, and the lie goes something like this: “You can’t help this because you were born this way.” Or “You have to understand that this is a disease for which there is no cure.”  How dare the enemy try and make us believe that the blood of Christ is not sufficient to remove our sin!  And how dare we believe that the Blood of Jesus is not powerful enough to wash us clean from our sin and enable us to live a clean life before Him through the Power of the Holy Spirit! A terrible price was paid for the victory we choose (at times) not to walk in. 

1 Cor. 6: 9-11 NLT
Jesus removed our sin enabling us to receive ________________, Whose power we can call upon to _______________.
2 Cor. 5:17-18 NLT
2 Peter 1:3


“By His divine power, God has given us everything we need for ________ a godly life.”

You know why we don’t like this?  It’s easier to make excuses for our sins than to take responsibility for them and change through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Excuses such as -  
“I just can’t help it” - don’t fly anymore; because according to His word, you can do all things through Christ Who strengthens you (Phil.4:13 NASB).
2 Peter 3:9 NLT
We need to repent and __________ to live right.  God has given us the power to say ‘no’ to sin through the Holy Spirit Whom He has deposited within us.  As 2 Timothy 3:5 warns us, don’t reject the power that can make you godly.
We have the power….many times we lack the will!
II.   Placing our Faith in God

We need to trust that not only will He give us the strength to say ‘no’ to sin, but we must also trust that He will equip us with what is needed to accomplish His will for our lives.

We each have been given a measure of faith (Rom. 12:3 NASB), but the Bible says that we also are able to go from faith to faith (Rom. 1:17 NASB), which means our faith can grow or get stronger (2 Cor.10:15 NASB).  
Hebrews 11:6 NLT


“And it is impossible to please God without faith.  Anyone who wants to come to Him 

must believe that God exists and that He rewards those who sincerely seek Him.”

Without faith, it is impossible to please God.

1.
What is faith? 

· Hebrews 11:1 NLT




““Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see.”

· Faith is taking God at His _________.  It is believing what He has said to us in His word regarding everything.

· Faith is ______________ currency from which we are able to pull down from heaven what God said is already ours.  
2.
Where does faith come from? 

Initially from God Who has given us a measure of faith (I believe to get saved) and then from reading the Word of God.

The more we read - the more we are able to trust Him for - the more we will see His provision - the more we are able to believe Him for – the more we will see His provision again and then, the more we are able to believe Him for……

Notice where it starts – we have to read and that’s why faith comes from hearing the word of God (Rom. 10:17)
3.
Why is faith important?

We need faith to _______________ the world.   (1 John 5:4-5 NLT)
So faith is the victory that overcomes the world.  We have each been given a measure of faith which we are able to build upon through our understanding of what the Word of God says about us and about what God wants for us. Our trust in God grows as we continually see Him watch over His word to perform it.

III.   Baptisms

There are actually 7 baptisms mentioned in the Bible.

1. John’s baptism in water which was a baptism of repentance symbolizing a ____________of heart.   (Matt. 3, Mark 1, Luke 3, John 1)
2. Christ’s baptism in water which was the same as John’s baptism.   (John 3:22, 4:1-2)
3. The baptism of suffering which Jesus spoke of that He was to undergo.  (Luke 12:50)

4. The baptism in the cloud and the sea that the Israelites went through representing that they were followers of Moses.   (1 Corinthians 10:1-2)
5. The Christian baptism which is a complete submersion in water representing a death to the old way of life and the emergence of a new way of life, living a life consistent with ____________________.    (Acts 2:38, 8:12-16, 36-38, 10:47-48, 16:33) 
· Matt. 28:19-20 NLT 


“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 


Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Teach these new disciples 

to obey all the commands I have given you.
· The word ‘baptism’ comes from the Greek root word ‘baptizo’ which means to make whelmed (submerged) or fully wet.  This is a complete immersion.

· Water baptism does not save you, believing in ___________does!
· Baptism is a symbol of salvation in that it depicts Christ’s death, burial and resurrection and our identification with Him in these experiences.

· Water baptism does not cleanse sin, the Blood of Jesus does.  (Rev. 1:5, Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14)

· Water baptism is a physical act that is symbolic of what has taken place in side of you.

· Just as circumcision was a physical act and seal of the Old Covenant, so water baptism could be considered a seal of the New Testament. 

6. Our baptism into Christ’s body which the __________________ does for us when we accept and acknowledge Jesus as our Lord.  (1 Cor. 12:13, Romans 6:3-7, Galatians 3:27, Colossians 2:12)

· This baptism happens at _________________.

· The Holy Spirit baptizes you into the Body of Christ.

· This is the baptism you must have to be saved.

7. Our baptism in the Holy Spirit which ___________ promises for those who have accepted Him.  (Matt. 3:11, Mark 1:8, 10:38-39, Luke 3:16, John 1:33, Acts 1:8, 11:16)

· This baptism causes you to be filled to overflowing or immersed in the Spirit of God.

· ______________baptizes you in the Holy Spirit.

IV.   Laying on of Hands
What are the reasons for laying hands on someone and why are we instructed to not be in a hurry to do so?

1. Reasons for laying on of hands:

· To Set Apart for _________________   (Numbers 27:22-23, Acts 6:5-6, 13:2-3 NLT)

In the early church, people were commissioned by the apostles through prayer and the laying on of hands.  Laying hands on someone was an ancient Jewish practice and was a way to set apart a person for special service (Notes from NLT Life Application Study Bible).

· To Receive the Holy Spirit    (Acts 8:18-19, 19:5-6 NLT)
· To be _____________   (Acts 28:8 NLT)
· To Impart Spiritual Gift(s)   (1 Timothy 4:14, 2 Timothy 1:6 NLT)
2. Reason against laying on of hands:

The reason we are not to be in a hurry to do so is found in 1 Timothy 5:22:
“Do not lay hands upon anyone too hastily and thereby share responsibility for the sins of others; keep yourself free from sin.”  (NASB)
“Never be in a hurry about appointing a church leader.  Do not share in the sins of others.  Keep yourself pure.”  (NLT)
We are instructed to be careful about who we appoint to positions of leadership and to not be in a hurry to do so.  They may not be ready for the responsibility or there may be hidden sin that you are unknowingly taking responsibility for.

V.   The Resurrection of the Dead

1. Jesus’ Resurrection
· Jesus’ resurrection is ____________ to the Christian faith.  His resurrection is what sets Christianity apart from every other religion.
· Accounts of Jesus’ resurrection are found in Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20, and referred to in Acts 2:31-32, Matt. 27:50-53, Rom.1:4, 1 Peter 1:3, and 1 Cor.15.
2.  Resurrection of the ________________ (1st resurrection) 
· Jesus refers to the Resurrection of the Righteous. (Luke 14:14, John 5:28- 29)
· The disciples and Paul refer to the Resurrection of the Dead. (Acts 4:2, Acts 24:15, Philip. 3:10-11, and 1 Cor.15)
· John refers to the Resurrection of the Righteous.   (Rev. 20: 4-6)
This is the resurrection you want to be a part of because the second death will have no power over you and you will reign with Christ Jesus for a thousand years. 

3. Resurrection of the ____________________(2nd resurrection)

· Jesus speaks of the Resurrection of the Unrighteous.   (John 5:28-29)
· John speaks of the Resurrection of the Unrighteous. (Rev. 20:11-15, 4-6)
This is the resurrection you do not want to be a part of which will take place after the thousand year reign of Christ and subject you to eternal judgment and the second death.

VI.   Eternal Judgment
1. Jesus spoke of the Day of Judgment.   (Matt. 11:24, 12:36-37)
2. Jesus spoke of the Holy Spirit’s role in regards to judgment.   (John 16:8)
3. Paul preached about judgment.   (Acts 24:25, Rom. 14:10, 2 Cor. 5:10, Heb. 9:27)
4. Peter spoke of the coming judgment.   (2 Peter 2:9)
5. Jude spoke of judgment.   (Jude 15)
6. Jesus refers to the final judgment as the second death.   (Rev. 2:11)
7.  John refers to the final judgment as the second death.    (Rev. 2:12-15)
The Good News, however, is that our Lord Jesus has made the way for us to not have to experience eternal judgment and the second death.  He paid for our sins by shedding His blood on the cross for us.  It’s what we believe and do with His sacrifice that determines where and how we will spend eternity.  Will we accept His sacrifice or reject it?  Only the fool says in his heart there is no God (Ps. 14:1). 
So, what’s the bottom line here?  
· We need to Repent and Turn knowing that God has given us the Power to do so through the Holy Spirit Who resides within us.
· Without faith, it is impossible to please God. Faith comes from hearing the Word of God. It is our faith in God that gives us victory over the world and it’s ways.

· There are three baptisms that apply to the New Testament believer:

1. The Holy Spirit baptizes us into the body of Christ when we accept Jesus as our Lord.
2. To be obedient to the Word of God, we need to be water baptized in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. This baptism is a complete immersion under water symbolizing a death to the old way of life and emerging (out of the water) to a new way of life.
3. Jesus baptizes us with the Holy Spirit so that we can be more effective witnesses.
· There is a time and a purpose for the ‘laying on of hands’ in prayer which should never be done in haste.

· Jesus’ resurrection is what sets Christianity apart from all other religions. There will be a Resurrection of the Righteous to eternal life, and of the Unrighteous to eternal judgment.
· Jesus and His disciples clearly spoke of a future Day of Judgment.  Anyone whose name is not found in the Book of Life (through accepting and following Jesus as Lord) will be thrown into the lake of fire for eternity. PS. You don’t want to go there!
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