Rock Class #5 

The Importance of God’s Word

(Getting to Know Him)

Did you know that men died so that we could read the Bible in English?

William Tyndale was burned at the stake for translating the Bible to English.  If you want to read some history, read Foxe’s Book of Martyrs. What we hold in our hands is a treasure that men thought was worth dying for so that you and I would have the opportunity to read what is contained in these pages.

I love how Moses stated this to Joshua in Deuteronomy 32:47 NLT….

“These instructions are not empty words—they are your life! By obeying them you will enjoy a long life in the land you will occupy when you cross the Jordan River.””

‭‭

Or the Psalmist in Psalm 119:105 NLT…

“Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.”

‭‭ ‬‬

Or better yet, Jesus in Matt. 4:4…

“People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”

There is no better read than the Word of God! 

The Inerrancy of Scripture (which means the Scripture is without error)
Psalms‬ ‭119:160‬ ‭NASB
· The ‘sum’ means all of it taken _____________
· Allow scripture to define scripture to discover truth so individual scriptures are not taken out of context

· This Scripture reaffirms the theme that the Word of God is not only true but is also everlasting or last forever.

Isaiah‬ ‭40:8‬ ‭NLT‬‬

· The Word of God stands ___________.
‭‭
Matthew‬ ‭24:35‬ ‭NLT‬‬

· Everything around us will disappear but His word will never disappear.
‭‭

 John‬ ‭17:17‬ ‭NLT
· Jesus’ prayer to the Father asking for Him to teach us His Word for His word is truth.
Proverbs‬ ‭30:5‬ ‭NLT
· Sometimes we must wait for its ______________, but every Word of God proves true.
‭‭
II Peter‬ ‭1:12-21‬ ‭NLT‬‬
· Peter is adamant about _______________the believers about the truths contained in the Word of God.

· Peter encourages us to pay ___________ _______________ to what has been written.

· The Word of God is like a lamp shining in a dark place (Ps. 119:105)

· We also see that Peter is defending the authenticity of the Scriptures in that men 

inspired by the ________ ___________ wrote the Word of God.
Importance of Daily Reading

Moses instructions to Joshua in Joshua 1:8 NLT are very specific in that he/we are to:

· _______________ on the Word of God ________and ____________.
· _____________the Word of God

· Only then will we prosper and succeed

When a king was set into power, there were specific instructions for him as well concerning the Word of God.

Deuteronomy‬ ‭17:18-20‬ ‭NLT‬‬
““When he sits on the throne as king, he must copy for himself this body of instruction on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests. He must always keep that copy with him and read it daily as long as he lives. That way he will learn to fear the Lord his God by obeying all the terms of these instructions and decrees. This regular reading will prevent him from becoming proud and acting as if he is above his fellow citizens. It will also prevent him from turning away from these commands in the smallest way. And it will ensure that he and his descendants will reign for many generations in Israel.”

‭
The king was given instructions to do the following:

· Make a ______________copy of this ‘body of instruction’ (Life’s manual book)

· This copy was to be with him ____________
· He was to read it ____________
What were the reasons behind these instructions?

· The king would learn to fear the Lord through obedience.
· ____________ ______________ would prevent him from becoming proud and turning away from God’s commands.
· Obedience to God’s commands would ensure a continuing _____________.
The Word of God has a proven track record and truly understanding what is written in this book and obeying its instructions will set us up for success in this life and the life to come.

James in James 1:22-25 reminds us of this truth as well.

James‬ ‭1:22-25‬ ‭NLT‬‬
“But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it.”
· We are not only to listen to the Word, we must ________it. Otherwise, we are only _____________ourselves.
· James compares the Word of God to a mirror that reveals who we are.
· We are instructed to look _______________into the perfect law that sets us free.

· If we do this, God’s blessing will be upon us.
Hebrews‬ ‭4:12-13‬ ‭NLT‬‬
 ‭‭
· The Word of God is _________
· The Word of God is ________________
· Like the mirror, it exposes our _________ and ____________
· Nothing is hidden from God’s sight

· We are accountable to Him

‬‬

Getting To Know Him

God’s desire is for us to know Him.  How do we get to know God?  Read the Bible!

As we already established in 2 Peter 1:12-21, the Bible has been written by the Holy Spirit through the cooperation of men. The Bible contains the history of mankind and God’s dealings with mankind. The Bible also contains the very words of God. The following scriptures and points will give us some insight into how God thinks, acts and responds to man.

Malachi 3:6


- God is the same yesterday, today and forever! (Heb.13:8)


- God’s principles, character, the essence of Who He is, ___________ changes.

Psalm 138:2b


- God honors His __________above His name.


- God and His Word are one in the same.


- God is ___________to His Word.

II Chronicles 15:1


- The Lord is with you when you are with Him.


- If you __________Him, He will forsake you.

Forsake means to ____________, _____________ or _______________.

II Chronicles 16:9


- God is looking for those whose hearts are completely His.


- When your heart is completely His, He will ______________support you.

John 4:23

- True worshipers worship the Father in Spirit and Truth.


- God ____________for these people to be His worshipers.

Jeremiah 32:27


- God is all powerful. There is nothing too difficult for Him.

Jeremiah 33:2-3


- The Lord made and established the earth.


- He wants us to ___________to Him.


- He promises to answer us.


- There are things we don’t know that He is willing to tell us.

James 4:8


- Notice who must make the first move!

Isaiah 66:2


- God looks to and blesses those who have ______________ hearts.


- God blesses those who tremble at His Word.

When God tells you something, do you take Him at His word?

Jeremiah 29:11-13


- God has _________ for us.


- They are good plans with a future and a hope.


- Once again, when we seek Him, we will find Him, when we search for Him with
   our whole heart.

We need to have an understanding of where we stand with God and what we can expect from God. Many people are under the assumption that “What will be, will be” and live their lives with a distant hope that one day, they will make it to heaven.

God wants a relationship with us. He wants to talk to us and tell us the things we need to know to fulfill His plan and purpose for our lives; these are the very things we were created and designed for. And to top it off, it’s a good plan!

So to recap:

· Men and women who have gone before us were willing to be persecuted, ostracized and in some cases martyred so that we would have the privilege to read what is contained in the Word of God.

· The Bible is life’s manual for successful living

· The Word of God is inerrant – without error. Men inspired by the Holy Spirit wrote the Scripture.

· The Word in its entirety encompasses truth

· The Word must be carefully read (daily) with the intention of being obedient and doing what it says

· The Word of God contains the history of mankind and God’s dealings with mankind. The Bible also contains the very words of God. 
· God wants to have a continual relationship with Him and the Word of God gives us insight into how God thinks, acts and responds to man.
What does the Bible do for us?  It gets us acquainted with God. It helps us to know Him better. We read about Him and begin to learn His ways which helps us especially during prayer which we will cover more in depth in our next lesson 😊
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