Rock Class #6

The Importance of Prayer  

(Our Personal Hotline to Heaven)
Last week we emphasized the importance of reading and studying our Bibles. We study the Bible so that we might have a better understanding of God; and in knowing God, we might know better how and what to pray. 
What is prayer? 

· Dictionary – “A solemn request for help or expression of thanks addressed to God”

· Talking and communicating with God

· Inviting and asking God to intervene in earthly affairs
· Partnering with God through __________ ______ and ___________ _____ His will that it may be manifested here on earth.

Why is prayer important?
· God will not move on this earth without our_______________.
That’s the way He set it up. God has to work through a man or woman to operate on the earth - just as the devil does.
John Wesley stated that “God does nothing but in answer to prayer.”

Both _______and the _________ desire expression on the earth through our lives, and we determine whom we will give that expression to!
There’s no such thing as, “The devil made me do it!” Rather, the devil suggested and WE did it!
We are responsible for our ____________! So, we need to be careful whom it is we allow to influence us.
I Corinthians 15:33-34 (AMP)
Proverbs 13:20

Who could be wiser than God?
Something to consider - the disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray (Luke 11:1) and the Lord proceeded to instruct them in what we know as the Lord’s prayer. Of all the things they could have asked Him, they asked Him how to pray! Doesn’t prayer come naturally? What did Jesus spend so much of His time doing? Prayer was a key to Jesus’ ministry and an absolute necessity to ours. Through prayer, Jesus knew exactly what God wanted to accomplish in His life each day. Jesus stated that He only did what the Father wanted Him to do and what He saw the Father doing. When did He get all this info from God? Many nights and early mornings, Jesus would withdraw to pray.
Prayer prepares the way for ______________.
The ____________ our prayer life, the more ___________ our lives and ministry will be for God.

“More work is done by prayer than by work itself.” – Martin Luther

When Jesus taught the disciples the “Lord’s prayer” (Matt. 6:9-13 NASB), He did not mean for them to recite it verbatim, and even admonished the disciples not to say rote prayers like the Gentiles did. He was instructing them, and us, on how to pray in this way:

1.  Our Father Who is in heaven,



- Have an understanding of __________ our help comes from.


- Don’t come with just yourself – pray for others – “Our Father..”


2.  Hallowed be Your Name.


- Open prayer with worship and adoration.


- Holy and Mighty …..His Name is above all


3.  Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.


- Pray His will, not _____ _________!


- Notice He calls us to bring His Kingdom here…not take this one there!  We

                        are called to influence the world around us so that it becomes a replica of 

                        His Kingdom.


4.  Give us this day our daily bread.


- Daily bread - not weekly, monthly, or yearly bread!

5.  And forgive us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors.


- Notice - forgive us as we also have forgiven


- “Can’t do business at a holy altar when we have a bitter heart.” – Myles Munroe

6.  And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.


- Give us ____________ to make ____________ choices.

7.  For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.


- We need to end our prayers by giving God the glory for all He has done, is
  doing and is about to do.
Some Keys to Prayer
1)  Get rid of any ________________ and _________ !

Mark 11:25 NLT
Matthew 6:14-15 NLT
We’re not off the hook yet. Is there someone who has something against us? Go 
get it right, and then come to God.

Matthew 5:23-24 NLT

What if they don’t want to get it right?
Romans 12:18 (AMP)

If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
2)  Have ___________ that God is, and that God will ___________ you.

He has given to every man a measure of faith (I believe to get saved) and then it is up to us to go from faith to faith as the scriptures say. Faith comes from hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17)
Hebrews 11:6


James 1:6-8

It is hard to have faith in God if we don’t know Him. When we don’t know God, it is hard to know what to expect from Him, which makes it hard to ask in faith.
3)  Have a knowledge of His _________, and pray His _________.

His Word is His will!


I John 5:14-15 NLT

God _________ over His word to ___________ it.


Jeremiah 1:12 NASB

God’s Word will not return to Him void.  (His Word – Doesn’t say our words!)

Isaiah 55:11-12 NASB
God sends His word to places and gives us the opportunity to do the same through prayer.
4)  Be Specific!
It is one thing to pray “Lord, bless Charlie.”, and it is another to pray “Lord, I pray for Charlie that You would give him the wisdom he needs to make this very important decision regarding his job, and in the meantime I thank You for meeting his needs from Your glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:19)

Try and pray for people without saying the word ‘bless’. Be more specific and keep
           a journal to record the date you prayed, your prayer and date it was answered. Too 
           often, we forget the things we have prayed for. A journal can be a real faith-builder.

5)  Be__________________!

- Parable of the unjust judge - Luke 18:1-8

- Pray without ceasing - I Thessalonians 5:17


- Ask and keep on asking - Matthew 7:7-11

- When you ask, ask with the right motive - James 4:2-3

6)  Be righteous!
Let’s elaborate a little on what this means. We are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. However, there is also an issue of right living before God.

I Corinthians 6:19-20 NASB

Romans 12:1 NASB

2 Timothy 2:19-21 NLT
When we know our ways are pleasing to God, we can have _____________coming to Him and making our requests. 

I John 3:21-22 NLT

God is intimate with the _____________! (Proverbs 3:32 NLT)
When our ways are not right before God, it is hard to come to Him until we are willing to lay down that thing that we know He is going to ask us about!  Lay it down and confess your sin. He is faithful to forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness according to I John 1:9. Otherwise, our sin makes a separation between us and God. 
Isaiah 59:1-2 NLT
Proverbs 19:3 NLT

7)  Pray in Jesus’ Name.

John 16:23-24 NLT
We have been given the authority to use His name. ________name makes it happen. There is power in His name, not ours!

Power in Prayer

When we put all of these into practice, tremendous power is made available. The following as just a few examples of what God accomplished through man when he prayed:

1) Elijah prayed and asked God to _______ the rain.


For three and a half years, it did not rain until Elijah prayed again to God for it to rain. 
James 5:16-17 (AMP) 


“Confess to one another therefore your faults (your slips, your false steps, 
your offenses, your sins) and pray (also) for one another, that you may be healed and restored (to a spiritual tone of mind and heart). The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power available (dynamic in its working). Elijah was a human being with a nature such as we have (with feelings, affections, and a constitution like ours); and he prayed earnestly for it not to rain, and no rain fell on the earth for three years and six months. (1 Kings 17:1). And then he prayed again and the heavens supplied rain and the land produced its crops (as usual) (1 Kings 18:42-45).
2) Elijah prayed for the Widow’s son and God ___________ him from the _________.


(1 Kings 17:17-24)
3) Elisha prayed for the Shunammite woman to have a son (which she did) and then prays for the son after he fell ill and died, and God answered both prayers. (2 Kings 4:8-37)
4) Elisha prays for Naaman, captain of the army of Aram, and he is healed of _________.


(2 Kings 5:1-14)
5) Joshua asked God to stop the ______ and _______ until he defeated his enemies.

Joshua 10:12-14 NLT
“On the day the Lord gave the Israelites victory over the Amorites, Joshua 
prayed to the Lord in front of all the people of Israel. He said, “Let the sun stand still over Gibeon, and the moon over the valley of Aijalon.” So the sun and moon stood still until the Israelites had defeated their enemies. Is this event not recorded in The Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the middle of the sky, and it did not set as on a normal day. The Lord fought for Israel that day. Never before or since has there been a day like that one, when the Lord answered such a request from a human being.” (Leap Year)

6) Peter prayed for Dorcas who had died and God raised her from the dead. (Acts 9:36-43)
7) Paul prayed for a young boy named “Eutychus” who died as a result of a fall from a third story window and he came back to life. (Acts 20:9-12)
8) Jesus gave the disciples the authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness, to cleanse the lepers and to raise the dead in His name.


(Matthew 10:1, 8)
Yeah, but we might say, “That was just for the disciples, otherwise known as the twelve. They were the only ones given that power - right?
Check out Luke 10:1-9 where Jesus sent out seventy others with the same instructions to heal those who were sick and to say to them, “The Kingdom of God has come near you.”
And then, in Mark 16:17-18 NLT, Jesus stated, “These miraculous signs will accompany those who believe: They will cast out demons in My name, and they will speak in new languages (tongues).  They will be able to handle snakes with safety, and if they drink anything poisonous, it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place their hands on the sick, and they will be healed.”
Jesus said in Mark 11:23-25 NLT, “Have faith in God. I tell you the truth, you can say to this mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it will happen.  But you must really believe it will happen and have no doubt in your heart.  I tell you, you can pray for anything, and if you believe that you’ve received it, it will be yours.  But when you are praying, first forgive anyone you are holding a grudge against, so that your Father in heaven will forgive your sins, too.”


And finally, Ephesians 3:20 NLT:

“Now all glory to God, who is able, through His mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.
What do we dare ask God for?

What can we believe Him for?
Our faith in God can move mountains, split the sea (Moses), and even raise the dead.
God wants to do mighty things through us if we will allow Him to. He wants to use us to demonstrate His kingdom here on the earth.
We need to be available to allow God to use us to express Himself and work His works through us to a lost and dying world - then they might know that there is a God in heaven and He loves them very much!
The choice is ours!
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