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As We Gather

With the promise of mercy comes the warning of judgment. That is the message we have heard
throughout this season of Lent. In the parable Jesus spoke, the mercy of God is lavish and
entirely too generous to be reasonable. God is relentless in His pursuit of us, but those who
reject His mercy are condemned to stand alone before the judgment seat. The promise and a
warning go together and will always go together until the saving work of God is complete and
we live in His presence on high forevermore.

PREPARATION
Opening Hymn The Church’s One Foundation LSB #644
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession and Absolution Psalm 3:4, 8

(P} Salvation belongs to the LORD;
Your blessing be upon Your people!

(P} | cried aloud to the LORD,
and He answered me from His holy hill.

Silence for meditation and reflection.

P} Deliver us, O Lord, from all our sin, and restore us by Your promise.

We confess to You, O Lord, that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by the evils we have done and by the good we have not done. We have rejected
Your Word as You have sent it to us to call us to repentance and have refused Your
mercy. Deliver us from our hardness of heart. Forgive us for the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Restore us by Your grace, that we may walk according to Your
Word and delight in You in our inmost heart. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



P) May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our

Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

WORD

Introit

(P) Salvation belongs to the LORD;

your blessing be on your people!

(P) But you, O LORD, are a shield about me,

my glory, and the lifter of my head.

(P} | cried aloud to the LORD,

and he answered me from his holy hill.

(P} | lay down and slept;

| woke again, for the LORD sustained me.

@) | will not be afraid of many thousands of people

who have set themselves against me all around.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P) Salvation belongs to the LORD;
your blessing be on your people!

Prayer of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P] Let us pray.

Psalm 3:3-6; antiphon: v. 8

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be
governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Announcement of the Day

(P} This is the last Sunday before we enter Holy Week. On this day, we hear the warning of the
Lord against those who refuse His mercy as well as the promise that those who trust in Him
will never be forsaken. Isaiah gives us the promise of a new thing that the people God has
formed to be His own might declare His praise forever. In his letter to the Philippians, Paul
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urges us to press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God. In the Gospel,
the Lord tells another parable in which He warns that the same cornerstone that holds up
the house of God's mercy will become the stone that crushes those who reject it.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 43:16-21 (ESV) p. 604

Behold, | am doing a new thing!

'6 Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 7 who brings
forth chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished,
quenched like a wick: '® “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. '
Behold, | am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? | will make a way in
the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 2° The wild beasts will honor me, the jackals and the
ostriches, for | give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people,
21 the people whom | formed for myself that they might declare my praise.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Philippians 3:8-14 (ESV) p. 981

Press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God

8 Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that |
may gain Christ ® and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends
on faith— '° that | may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, "' that by any means possible | may attain the resurrection from
the dead. '® Not that | have already obtained this or am already perfect, but | press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. '* Brothers, | do not consider that | have
made it my own. But one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, ' | press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Luke 20:9-20 (ESV) p. 879

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.



The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone

 And he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and let it out to tenants
and went into another country for a long while. '® When the time came, he sent a servant to the
tenants, so that they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him
and sent him away empty-handed. " And he sent another servant. But they also beat and treated
him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. '> And he sent yet a third. This one also they
wounded and cast out. '* Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall | do? | will send my
beloved son; perhaps they will respect him." * But when the tenants saw him, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.” > And they threw
him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? '
He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this,
they said, “Surely not!" 17 But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is
written: “ ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’? 8 Everyone who falls
on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” '® The
scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived that
he had told this parable against them, but they feared the people. % So they watched him and
sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they might catch him in something he said, so as to
deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor.

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
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He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I- of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon Hymn My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less LSB #575
Sermon Rubbish Philippians 3:8-14
Offering

Prayer of the Church

P) Come, let us offer to the Lord the prayers of our heart, trusting in His mercy to supply all
things needful for this body and life and for eternal life.

Brief silence

(Each petition will close with; Lord in Your mercy... and the congregation replies: Hear our
prayer. Prayer requests are listed in the Tidings)

(P} Give us grace, heavenly Father, to confess You before the world and at the last to rest our
hope upon the promise of the resurrection when we shall dwell together with all the saints,
in light and life forevermore; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray.

Amen.

SACRAMENT



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini

(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Distribution Hymn God Loved the World So That He Gave LSB #571

Post-Communion Thanksgiving

Benediction

Closing Hymn Christ Is Our Cornerstone LSB #912
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