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From the Pastor
“When You . . .Travel”
“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they

shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and
the flame shall not consume you. 3For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.” - Isaiah 43:2-3a
Have you ever had one of those trips? You know what I mean. One of those trips that seemed like everything
that could go wrong was going wrong or was about to go wrong. With June comes the start of the family vacation season. Most of the time those vacations go well. Sometimes there can be some challenges.
I remember a trip that I took with my parents to my cousin’s wedding in Junction City, Oregon. We decided
to drive there from my hometown in Huron, South Dakota. It would be a 1,600 mile trip going up through
Montana; a 25 hour trip driving straight through. But just 2 hours into our trip, as we neared Pierre, South
Dakota, the water pump went out on the car. We were stranded out on the highway in the hot July sun. In
those days, we did not have a smart phone or even a cell phone. However, the Lord sent someone, who
stopped along to the road to help us. He drove my dad to town to get a new water pump and since my dad
always travelled with his tool box, he was able to do the repairs himself. It took about three hours and then
we were back on the road. Thankfully, we had no other troubles.
Paul had some travel troubles too. In Acts 27:13-44, Paul is heading to Rome on a boat. It seems like a trip
where everything was going wrong. When a strong wind came up called, “The Northeaster”, they could not
get into a safe port on the island of Crete. As the wind blew, they were tossed to and fro until they were
shipwrecked on an island, lost. Thankfully, Paul did not have Gilligan on the ship but Paul did have God there.
It was the Lord who kept Paul and all those on the ship safe and brought them safely through the storm.
Even though they had to abandon ship, everyone was “brought safely to land.” (Acts 27:44).
In the Old Testament, God brought His people safely through the water of the Red Sea and Jordan River to
the safety of the Promised Land. Today, God is no less present with His people. He is with you and me as we
travel. When things go wrong, He is there, helping us through whatever challenges may arise. I know that He
was with me and my parents and sent someone to help us. He took care of Paul and the others as they landed on Malta and were cared for by the people there. We never know what may happen on a vacation trip.
My prayer is that yours will be uneventful and relaxing. However, should things go wrong, there is One who
is there with you. He is your Protector and Savior; the Holy One of Israel!
All Praise Be To God!

Pastor Kohlmeyer
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ST. JOHN AND IMMANUEL NEWSLETTER
Hey, Parents...
Parents, please make sure the Church office knows when your graduate is going off to college. We would like
to have their address and email to we can keep them in touch with what is going on in Church.

Fun Day at the Park

Going on to Kindergarten
Ben, Reagan, Miles and Drew
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ST. JOHN AND IMMANUEL NEWSLETTER
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Joint Council Meeting Minutes

Immanuel Sterling/St John Tecumseh
Dual Parrish Joint Council Meeting
April 13, 2022
Meeting Location-Immanuel Sterling
Call to Order
Immanuel Vice Chair, Rick Thies called the meeting to order. Pastor Kohlmeyer opened with prayer.
Members present:
ImmanuelRick Thies – Vice Chair, Tim Sugden- Treasurer; Deb Buehler-Secretary; Jon Rathe – Head Elder
St. JohnSteve Bartels - President; Same Kuhl – Vice President; Jennifer Brinkman – Secretary; Amy Borrenpohl- Treasurer; Kirk Bartels – Head Elder; Cheryl Grove – Headboard of Evangelism
Minutes:
Minute notes from January 12, 2022, were presented for review. Motion to approve the minutes was made
by Steve Bartels, seconded by Sam Kuhl. Motioned carried.
Pastor’s Report: (See attached 1st quarter report). Pastor reviewed the worship attendance totals and activities including baptisms, funerals, and transfers/removals.
It was reported that Patty Harms and Deb Buehler are the co-chairs for Immanuel’s 150th Anniversary. Also,
Donna Rathe and Theresa Haynes are co-chairs for the pictorial directory from Immanuel. St John’s is still
discussing the directory. The joint directory is all on-line and each church will plan to set-up their own times
for pictures, etc.
Also, Pastor indicated that he will be working with the elders to designate a special Sunday for the 175h anniversary of the Synod. This special event will most likely be held in the fall.
Pastor indicated that he had been contacted by the People’s City Mission (PCM) regarding their Toss Box (big
red box) sponsor program. A small box is $1200 and larger box is $2000. 50% of the proceeds collected
from the Toss Box would be divided between the churches and PCM for fundraising purposes. Consensus
from the group indicated since we are already collecting items for PCM; we are not interested in participating at this time.
St John’s is the host for the Circuit Reformation Services that will be held on October 30 th at 3 PM. Reverend
Hesham Shehab will be the guest preacher for both congregations that Sunday. There is also a planned supper to be catered by Scotty’s for $11/per plate. Both congregations are asked to help with desserts. Amy Borrenpohl is the chair for fundraising. Additional information to follow.
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Joint Council Meeting Minutes

President’s Report: None
Board Reports
Board of Elders:
It was reported that a call was received to the St John’s office from a Sterling community member
requesting utility assistance. Discussion was held as to each church’s process of handling these requests. Going forward, Pastor will collect information/request and discuss with the Elders of each
respective church, depending on area of request. St John’s budget is $1000 and Immanuel budgets
$500 annually for these special local requests.
Board of Education:
Pastor reported that St John’s VBS program will be held on June 6-9th in the AM. May 15th will be the
last Sunday for Sunday School until the fall. There were 8 youth that attended the recent movie
night.
Board of Evangelism, Fellowship, and Mission:
Cheryl Grove reported that Easter bags were delivered to shut-ins at St John’s. Also, the 2nd annual
Easter Trunk Hop was a success. Plans are in place for “muffins for mom” for Mother’s Day and
“donuts for dad” on Father’s Day. Plans are in place to participate the Johnson County parade – just
waiting on the theme. Discussion was held regarding the Halloween Trunk hop. A committee will be
designated to work out additional details.
Deb Buehler reported that Immanuel provided Valentine’s goody bags to the residents of Gold Crest
in Adams and various shut-ins/older community members in the area. These were well received.
Old Business:
None
New Business:
None
Next Meeting
Dual Parish Joint Council meeting Wednesday, July 13th at St John’s at 8:00 PM.
Adjournment
Motion to adjourn by Kirk Bartels and seconded by Sam Kuhl. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned with
the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Deb Buehler,
Immanuel Secretary
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Immanuel Voter’s Meeting Minutes

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Sterling
Quarterly Meeting
April 3, 2022

Voting Members Present: Jeff Dean, Shirley Bartels, Sharon Williams, Joyce Moss, Rosie Sugden, Duane Sugden, Elaine Harms, Ron Boden, Rick Thies, Hannah Thies, Joyce Thies, Jonathan Rathe, Galen Bartels, Donna
Rathe, Larry Rathe, Patty Harms, Sandy Weyers, Deb Buehler, Richard Buehler, Tim Sugden, Deb Buehler
The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Richard Buehler, and asked Pastor to open with the Lord’s
Prayer. Thank you to Elaine Harms for the delicious cinnamon rolls for breakfast.
Pastor’s Report:
Pastor reviewed the information presented on his 1st Quarter report (see attached). He reviewed the information presented as to Sunday attendance numbers and included a new combined column, that lists the total attendance of both churches. There were no baptisms, weddings, transfers, or funerals in the 1 st quarter
for Immanuel. Items Pastor also requested to discuss include setting up an anniversary committee to plan for
the 150th anniversary in 2024. Deb Buehler and Patty Harms volunteered to co-chair this event. Also, the
pictorial directory committee should begin work. Donna Rathe and Theresa Haynes have volunteered to be
co-chairs for the church directory. Also, Pastor is asking for any communication for the congregation to be
put in the bulletin. Pastor also requested that we consider the district’s request for donations for the expansion of the district office and chapel as it is the district’s goal to receive donations from each congregation.
Elder’s Report:
Jon Rathe indicated that Easter service will be at 6:30 AM, followed by Breakfast, sponsored by the Sunday
School youth.
Secretary’s Report:
The minutes from the previous meeting were read by Secretary, Deb Buehler. A motion to approve the
minutes was made by Duane Sugden and seconded by Elaine Harms. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report:
The Treasurer’s printed report for the 1st quarter of 2022 was presented by Treasurer, Tim Sugden. (See
attachment) and distributed to all members present. A motion was made to move funds from the general
fund to the building fund for expenses incurred from the December 2021 storm by Rick Thies, seconded by
Galen Bartels. Motion carried.
Trustee’s Report:
No report given.
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Immanuel Voter’s Meeting Minutes

Board of Education:
Sandy Weyers indicated that the funds collected from the little church/children’s collection has been designated to go for part missions and the other half for playground equipment; including play equipment and/or
to fix the basketball hoop. Also, she indicated the children loved playing the bells during the Sunday services
and plans are to order additional bells since the Sunday School attendance has grown.
Evangelism Report:
No Report Given.
Stewardship:
No report given.
Cemetery Board:
Ron Boden reported that the grass is green, and the current balance of the cemetery fund is $1,250.00.
Old Business:
Members briefly discussed the district’s request for monetary support of the expansion of the district office
and chapel. No motion was made.
Rosie Sugden indicated that collections would be accepted for one more Sunday for those wishing to give the
Ukrainian fund.
New Business:
Discussion was held about the traditional Windsor-loin fundraiser that is typically held in May. There was no
interest or volunteers to chair the vent. A motion was made by Jeff Dean to not hold the May fundraiser for
2022; however, revisit for 2023. Larry Rathe seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Rick Thies indicated that more tables needed to be purchased since some of the long folding tables have disappeared and/or not returned. Discussion was held of the current check-out process to borrow tables and
chairs. The “check-out” sheet is in the large cabinet in the Annex. Also, the calendar in the kitchen is to be
used if families are needing to use the annex for events. Donations are encouraged for use of the equipment
and Annex, but not required at this time.
Tim Sugden indicated that he had received a bill from St John’s to pay ½ of the Shepherd Staff program in the
amount of $225.00. This program keeps track of birthdays and anniversaries. Consensus from the group indicated that we would continue to participate in the program. Additional discussion was held regarding other licensing fees to be discontinued, such as the Hymn license since that program does not work and we are
not able to use it.
With no other new business brought forward, the Chairman called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. The
motion to adjourn was made by Galen Bartels and seconded by Duane Sugden. The motion carried.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Debra Buehler
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St. John’s Voter’s Meeting Minutes
St John Voters Meeting Minutes
April 24, 2022
Call to Order
The meeting was called by order by Steve Bartels, President
Opening Devotion and/or Prayer
Pastor Kohlmeyer opened with prayer
Roll Call
There were 20 voting members present (14 needed for Quorum)
Reading of Minutes
Minutes from the January 23rd voter’s meeting were reviewed. Motion to accept the minutes as printed
was made by Dave Borrenpohl and second by Sam Kuhl. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report
• Pastor discussed the attached report regarding attendance, transfer of members and deaths of members.
• There will be a special service for the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 175 th Anniversary.
• The Falls City Circuit will be adding congregations from the Beatrice Circuit. The congregations that will
be joining will be determine at the June District Convention
• St John’s will be hosting a Special Guest for Reformation Sunday October 30, 2022. The speaker is a former Muslim whose ministry is currently in Chicago. He will speak at each congregation during the regular
service. There will be a special service at 3pm at St John Lutheran. After the service there will be a meal for
the guests. We will be requesting RSVP in order to get a count for the meal.
• Concordia University-Seward has requested that congregation’s budget 1% of their budget to the university if the annual budget is less than $200,000. That would change the 2022 budget from $1,000 to $1,657.
A motion was made by Elaine Kuhl and 2nd by Ron Rathe. Motion carried.
Tyler asked Pastor if there was a formal outreach plan in place. Pastor indicated that there is no formal outreach plan in place at this time.
Presentation and Admission of New Voting Members
Lindy Drum indicated that she would like to become a voting member. She will be added to the agenda to
become a new voting member at the next quarterly meeting. The constitution requires a prospective voting
member to attend one voter’s meeting and then can be voted in the next meeting.
President’s Report
Steve Bartels reminded board/Committee members that they need to ensure that at least one member
attends the council meeting held the week before the voter’s meeting. At the beginning of the week of the
council meeting, Jennifer Brinkman will send out an email reminder of the meeting.
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St. John’s Voter’s Meeting Minutes
Treasurer’s Report
• The treasurer report was reviewed with no changes from the voters. A motion to accept the reports was
made by Sam Kuhl with a second by Lisa Bartels. Motion carried.
• St John’s Has 2 account a LCEF
Stamp fund – Follow-up will be done with Patti Holthus
Joyce Rathe said the accounts they set up for their grandchildren are being handled by Nate @
Seward.
Student Account – This account has been closed and $2,109.42 has been transferred to a church account. This amount will be used for upcoming school year scholarships.
Church scholarships for Tyler Bartels and Gabrielle Kohlmeyer for the upcoming school year were discussed.
The next voter’s meeting agenda will include an item to determine the amount of scholarship the 2023 Budget. Even though this is a next year budget item, Amy needs to know the “commitment” amount from our
congregation and submit that amount to Concordia in August.
Board Reports
Board of Elders
Covered in Pastor’s report.
Board of Education
VBS will be held June 6 – June 9th in the morning
Theme is “Jerusalem Market Place”
Sunday School year will end May 15, 2022

Board of Evangelism, Fellowship, and Mission
Trunk Hop was held the Saturday before Easter and had a good turn-out of children and parent.
Pastor and Cheryl discussed having an event for May Day when kids give baskets. This year
the event will have little burlap sacks at the back of the church filled with a bible verse,
flower seeds, information about our Church/Sunday School, and items left over from the
Trunk Hop. Members will be encouraged to take as many as they want and take them to
neighbors, friends etc to share the message of Jesus.
Muffins for Mom and Donuts for Dad will be done again this year. Everyone is welcome to
take a muffin/donut.
The committee welcome ideas/input from anyone for outreach.
Board of Stewardship
The committee has quarterly meetings with Pastor Kohlmeyer
The committee will continue outreach with their Stewardship Moments, drive’s to gather
goods for SENCA/Foster Care Closet/Orphan Grain Train.
Synod’s Bible Verse Challenge will be included in out outreach. Each week a new bible verse
will be included on the website, Facebook page, emailed, and handed out at church for
people to memorize.
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St. John’s Voter’s Meeting Minutes
Board of Trustees
Swing Set Replacement
Steve B gave Aaron the contact information to follow-up on the delivery date.
The playground base will need to be done prior to installation.
Old swing set has been beat up by wind and use. If someone has a use for it, they can
have it. It will be disposed if no one wants to take it.
Grant will be applied for from the State of Nebraska for the 50% of the cost of the recycled
base on the playground. Installation needs to be completed prior to receiving the grant.
Mowing church grounds will be starting
Tree by stand-alone garage will be removed.
A motion was made to accept Board Reports was made by Sam Kuhl & 2 nd by Kirk Bartels. Motion carried
Committee Reports
• Memorial Committee
 See Attached Report
 Green and White Paraments and Banners will be purchased with the memorial money from Aladine
Buente, Bonita Osterthun and Ruth Juilfs
 Preschool Committee
 Graduation will be May 18th,
 No date has been set for 2022/2023 school year open house.
 The preschool received $1,800 from the excess funds raised for Kathleen Barone’s Funeral.
 Amy submitted the application for Covid Funds
 Part of the $23,000 funds have been received
Youth Committee
Movie night was held on a Friday night. Nine teens and one Elder attended from St John Lutheran. The movie “When the Game Stands Tall” was shown.
Old Business
Church Photo Directory
Volunteers for committee are Amy Borrenpohl, Luann Carmine & Deb Brinkman
Organizations should gather pictures, pictures of church history etc.
New Business
Nothing at this time.
Ron Rathe added that his grandson in-law will find out God’s Plan for him as it is “Call Day” for seminary
graduates on Tuesday.
A motion to adjourn was made by Dave Borrenpohl and second by Ron Rathe.
Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully Submitted
Jennifer Brinkman
Secretary
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District Synod & Mission Central News

Orphan Grain Train Christmas Gift Boxes information from Grace, Norfolk
Amazing! That sums up last summer’s Orphan Grain Train Christmas Box project. At the end of our project
last year 1,902 Christmas boxes were ready to be delivered to Orphan Grain Train, all packed with donations
collected last summer. Over that previous three years we have sent 4,161 boxes to children around the
world who rarely receive any gifts. Some do not own anything other than the clothes on their back. Some do
not know the Christmas story. Our goal this year is to share another 2,000 gift boxes through Orphan Grain
Train so even more children can hear the Christmas story. You can help us fill these boxes using monetary
gifts or donations of clothes and toys. Each box contains a t-shirt, socks, underwear, coloring book, stickers,
crayons, ball, toothbrush, stuffed animal, and toy. The boxes are for children ages 2 to 12. We are collecting
new underwear, new socks, 24 count boxes of crayons, coloring books, pages of stickers, plastic and rubber
balls, and toothbrushes in individual packages. Used items to be donated include t-shirts, stuffed animals,
and toys including dolls, Barbies, blocks (Legos, Duplos, wooden), baseball gloves, and children’s puzzles.
Monetary donations (marked “Grace Lutheran Christmas Box Project”) can be sent to Grace Lutheran Church
or Orphan Grain Train, Norfolk, NE. We are collecting donations through July 31st. If you have any questions
or would like to help pack the boxes, contact Kelly Asbury at 402-371-3521. You can help these children
know they are precious and that Jesus is the greatest gift of all!

MISSION CENTRAL
Plan now to take a group from your congregation out to visit Mission Central 2 miles east of
Mapleton,
Iowa to hear from these missionaries. What in the world is Mission Central? Click here to read about
this not normal place.
Missionary visits:
June 18, 2022, 1:00, Rev. Steve Oliver and family, Taiwan
June 25, 2022, 1:00, Matt Wasmund and family, Korea
July 9, 2022, 1:00, Barbara Rebentisch, Taiwan; 1:30, Rev. Carl Hanson and family, South Korea;
1:50, Rev. Johncarlos Ramirez and Caitlin Ramirez, Dominican Republic
July 23, 2022, 1:00, Rev. Vance and Linda Becker, Kenya; 1:30, Rev. Dr. Jonathan and Deaconess
Cheryl Naumann, Dominican Republic
August 21, 2022, 10:00, Britt and Micah Odemba, Kenya
October 1, 2022, 1:00, Rev. Matthew Wood and family, Indonesia; 1:30, Rev. Charles St. Onge and
family, Montreal
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ANNIVERSARIES, BIRTHDAYS, BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS & GREETERS
Birthday Celebrations

Anniversary Celebrations

Baptismal Birthdays

2

Jacob Griess

2

Tim & Sandy Weyers (44 yrs)

1

3

Dan Bartels

2

Billy & Amy Frye (4 yrs)

Dave Carnagey,
Paula Carnagey

4

Eldon Bartels

2

Melissa Kress

11 LeRoy & Evelyn Buethe (64 yrs)

6

Lin Hoke, Linda Holthus
Morgan Moran

3

Cody Bartels

14 Justin & Katherine Miller (8 yrs)

4

Sierra Goracke

12 Owen Saeger

15 Ron & Debra Buehler (31 yrs)

9

Zac Borrenpohl

13 Caleb Griess,
Lynn Haughton

17 Jeff & Gina Doose (5 yrs)

13 Luann Carmine, Sydney Cast

20 Fred & Petey Pooch (42 yrs)

14 Jackson Bartels, Levi Weyers

21 Kevin & Terri MckInney (19 yrs)

16 Michelle Borrenpohl,
Suzie Ziegler

14 Kyle Bartels,
Lois Ann Bartels, Brandon
Borrenpohl
15 Riley Borrenpohl,
Jonathan Hoke
17 Saylor Howell
21 Gabrielle Kohlmeyer
22 Kim Bohling, Larry Rathe
23 Wyatt Rathe,
Mary Mommens

22 John & Sheila Borcher (3 yrs)
Lukas & Kelly Theisen (3 yrs)
25 Steve & Mary Mommens (45 yrs)

27 Joel Rathe
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18 Katie Griess

28 Billy & Michelle Borrenpohl
(8 yrs)
Immanuel Members in Bold

20 Donna Rathe

Greeters

24 Eldon Bartels

June 5

Del & Cindy Lierman
Larry & Donna Rathe

June 12

Terry & Lisa Kuhl
Jeff & Sarah Dean

June 19

Eric Moran Family
Merlyn Saathoff

June 26

Haleigh McDonald Family
Duane & Rosie Sugden

24 Danielle Lueders
25 Phineaus Kuhl

17 Dan Bartels,
Richard Buehler

23 Sharon Pollard,
Jacob Saathoff

26 Jonathan Hoke
28 Owen Miller, Owen Saeger
29 Morgan Moran, Tim Sugden
30 Sam Kuhl, Connor Pfeiffer
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MONTHLY SERVANTS OF GOD
St. John’s

Immanuel

Altar Guild

Flower Committee

Kohlmeyer Family

Shirley Bartels & Jackie Boden

Elder of the Month

Elder of the Month

Kevin McKinney
(402) 335-8271

Galen Bartels
(402) 866-1057

-

Trustee of the Month
Aaron Kinney
(402) 335-0751

Acolytes
June 5

Andrew Kohlmeyer &
Gabrielle Kohlmeyer

June 12

Dani Lueders &
Treyton Holthus

June 19

Madalyn Kohlmeyer &
Gabrielle Kohlmeyer

June 26

Melissa Lowther &
Cameron Lowther

Acolytes
Wyatt Rathe
&
Jocelyn Rathe

Pastor office hours: Please call for appointment
Secretary office hours: Monday—Friday: 8:30 am—12:30 pm
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Saint John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church and
Preschool
1260 Webster St.
Tecumseh, NE 68450
Phone: 402-335-3816
Secretary email:
secretary_stjohnlutherantec
@outlook.com
Pastor’s email:
revkohlmeyer@hotmail.com
YouTube
St. John Facebook
Immanuel Facebook
Website: www.2gatherinchrist.org
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Address Correction Requested

