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Lesson 1

King Josiah Listens

to God’s Word

2 Kings 22:1-10; 23:1-3
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Bible Words: “We love . . . God”

(1 John 4:19, NCV).

Children will

• know that God helps them grow big enough to love Him.

• feel big enough, and be willing to love God.

• love God by listening to and saying Bible words.

Children will accomplish the goals when they

• say the Bible words, “We love . . . God.”

• sing about growing and loving God. 

• tell what King Josiah did. 

• demonstrate love for God and for others.

• pray, “Thank You, God, that we are growing big enough to love You.” 

Before Class

For the Bible story, you’ll need the classroom Bible, Zach the puppet, a crown and glasses for Zach, toy trumpet for Zach, visuals from pages 9 and 10, and the Bible-scroll from the Book/Picture center.
Prepare the Art Center, the Family Living Center, and the Book/Picture Center. If you are the only teacher, start with the Book/Picture Center. Have materials ready for the Block Center to use after the Bible story.

Have Zach the puppet ready. See the files “How to Use This Curriculum” and “Zach the Puppet” for information about Zach. Make copies of the Family Letter for children to take home (see the Family Letter file).
Let’s Get Started

Place a Bible with a cloth over it near the door. As Zach greets the children by name, have Zach ask them to peek under the cloth and tell what they see. “In our Bible story today, some people found a Bible too!” 

Guide the children to give their offerings and get involved in one of the learning centers.
Learning Activity Centers

(30 minutes)

Art Center
Supplies

reproducible p. 8, construction paper, scissors, crayons, items to decorate crowns (confetti, foam shapes, fake jewels, foil cut or torn into small pieces, glitter glue), glue sticks, clear tape

Before class, use the pattern on page 8 to make a crown for each child. Size the crowns to fit a child’s head, but don’t tape the ends together yet. Print the Bible words on each crown. Make an extra crown to keep to use in Lesson 4.

Give each child a crown. Let the children decorate their crowns as desired. Provide lots of fun things they can use. When children are done decorating their crowns, size the crowns to fit their heads and tape the ends together.

The Bible tells us about a young man named Josiah who was a king. He wore a crown. When some men found a Bible-scroll in the temple, Josiah listened to God’s words. Then he read the Bible-scroll to the people. Everyone listened to the words on the Bible-scroll. God is helping you grow big enough to listen to Bible words. Show children the Bible words in the classroom Bible. Help each child “read” the Bible words with you. Then point to the words on their crowns and invite children to read the Bible words. These words are from the Bible.
Family Living Center
Supplies
sheet of paper; marker; ribbon or yarn; play tools including play hammers, modeling dough or large foam pieces; small items children can pound 

Before class, write the Bible words on a sheet of paper and roll it up like a scroll. Tie with ribbon or yarn.

Invite the children to use the tools to repair and fix up the church building. Show them how to pound small items into either modeling dough or foam pieces. While they work, say, The Bible tells about some people who were fixing the big temple-church. One day, they found a Bible-scroll there. They took it to King Josiah. The king loved God. He wanted to hear the words from the Bible-scroll. Then he read the words to all the people. Show children the Bible-scroll. Ask the children to help unroll the scroll. Point to the words as you read them. Then ask the children to read the Bible words with you.

Keep the Bible-scroll to use in Lesson 4.

Book/Picture Center
Supplies

reproducible pp. 9 and 10, scissors, glue, roll paper, paper towel tubes or dowel rods, ribbon or yarn (optional: crayons or markers)

Before class, make a copy of pages 9 and 10.
Before class, make a Bible-scroll. Cut a length of roll paper approximately 30–36" long by 10–12" high. If desired, enlarge the pictures from pages 9 and 10 and color them. Cut out the pictures and glue them in order, left to right, on the roll paper. Glue the ends of each side of the roll paper to a paper towel tube or dowel rod. Roll each end to the middle; tie with ribbon or yarn.

Show the Bible-scroll. Many years ago, people did not have Bibles. They had Bible-scrolls that might have looked something like this. Let’s open it and look at the pictures. Do so. Why do you suppose that boy is wearing a crown? Let children respond. Yes, he is a king. What do you see in the next picture? It looks as though the big temple-church needed some cleaning and fixing! Look! King Josiah’s helper has found a scroll with God’s words written on it. What is King Josiah doing with the Bible-scroll? Yes, he is reading it to all the people. They are listening to God’s words.

Let’s read God’s words in our Bible. Let the children help find the Bible words, 1 John 4:19, point to them, and “read” them. Then let them help find the story of Josiah in 2 Kings 22. We can read about King Josiah in our Bible. You are big enough to listen to God’s words. You are showing you love God like Josiah did.

Worship and Bible Story

(15 minutes)

Let’s Worship God

Have Zach blow a toy trumpet and tell the children, “Hands up, hands up. Everyone, hold up your hands. It’s Bible Time!” Encourage the children to help with cleanup. Start singing “Bible Time” as soon as the first children arrive at the worship area.

Bible Time

(Tune: “London Bridge”)
Gather ’round, it’s Bible time, Bible time, Bible time.

Gather ’round, it’s Bible time; come and listen.

Lead the children in singing “How Do We Show Our Love for God?” and “We Love God.”

How Do We Show Our Love for God?

(Tune: “Here We Go ’Round the Mulberry Bush”)
How do we show our love for God, (clap hands while singing)
Love for God, love for God?

How do we show our love for God?

We listen to God’s Word. (cup hand behind ear)
We Love God

(Tune: “Are You Sleeping?”)
We love God. We love God. (cross arms over chest)
Yes, we do! Yes, we do! (clap hands)
We listen to God’s Word. (cup hand behind ear)
We listen to God’s Word.

Yes, we do! Yes, we do! (clap hands)
We show that we love God when we listen to His Word. Open the classroom Bible and read the Bible words, “We love . . . God” (1 John 4:19). Ask children to say the Bible words with you. 

Now let’s pray and tell God that we love Him. Pray, Thank You, God, that we are growing big enough to love You. Amen.
Let’s Learn from the Bible

[Just for the teacher: King Josiah was one of the few Jewish kings who was faithful to God throughout his life. The emotions he felt when he learned that the scroll containing God’s law given to Moses had been found tell us of his great desire to please God. Not only did he listen to God’s Word, he also read it to all the people so they too could obey God. Use the example of this courageous young king to help the children see that they are big enough to listen to God’s Word, to say the Bible words, and to tell others about God’s love.]
Introduction: Zach is wearing glasses and a crown. He sticks his nose into the Bible on your lap, and then looks up at the children and says, “Mmm. Good words.” He looks back down then looks up and says, “Mighty good words! God’s words are good words!” Zach, why do you have on those big glasses? Zach says, “Well, I have big ears to listen to God’s good words, so I thought I should have big glasses to see God’s good words.”

I see. Now Zach, why are you wearing a crown? “Well, there’s a king in the Bible who listened to God’s good words and I want to be just like him. I’ll listen while you tell us about King Josiah.” That sounds good Zach. I know that you and all the children will be good listeners. Put Zach aside. 
The Bible Story: Josiah was only eight years old when he became king. Show picture #1 on the Bible-scroll. Josiah loved God very much. He always tried to do what was right. One of the good things that King Josiah did was to have workers fix up and clean up God’s temple. The temple was the place where people went to worship God.
One day when Josiah grew up, he said to his helper, “Go to the temple and see how the workers are doing.” So the helper walked to the temple. Have children walk fingers on their legs and say, “Walk, walk, walk.” Then the helper walked back to see the king. Walk, walk, walk. 
“King Josiah, King Josiah!” the helper called. “Look what the workers found!” Show picture #2.  “The workers found a book. But it isn’t just any book. It’s the Bible-scroll—God’s good words!” Show the Bible-scroll. King Josiah said, “Read me all of God’s good words. I want to hear them.” Have children cup a hand behind an ear. King Josiah listened carefully then said, “I want all the people to hear God’s good words. Tell them to come and listen while I read God’s good words.”
“Hurry, everyone,” said the helper. “The king is going to read God’s good words. Come and listen.” So the people hurried to the temple to hear King Josiah read God’s good words. Have children walk fingers on their legs very quickly. King Josiah loved God and read God’s words. Show picture #3. The people listened carefully to God’s Word.
Let’s Apply the Lesson

What was the name of the king who loved God? Encourage children to respond to questions. What was found in the temple-church? Who listened to God’s words when King Josiah read them? 

Are you big enough to listen to God’s Word? Are you big enough to love God? Let’s find out. Play a game of London Bridge with the children, except sing the following song. Build a bridge with another adult or taller child. Capture a child in the bridge on the last word of the song. Ask all the children: Are you big enough to listen to God’s Word? Invite all the children to answer. Play again and capture another child. Ask all the children: Are you big enough to love God? Invite all the children to answer. Continue playing so each child can be captured at least once.

We Can Worship

(Tune: “London Bridge”)
We can listen to God’s Word,

To God’s Word, to God’s Word.

We can listen to God’s Word.

We love God!

Learning Activity Centers

(20 minutes)

Note: Let all the children visit the Block Center. If your class is large and you have several teachers, you may want to have the children also visit the other learning centers suggested under the Learning Activity Centers on pages 2 and 3.

Block Center

Supplies

photo(s) of your church building, blocks, doll house furniture, Bible(s), Bible-scroll(s), toy people, toy vehicles 

Set up one or more areas with some blocks, furniture, people, and cars to indicate neighborhoods. Make these areas inviting so that children will want to add to them. Place a Bible-scroll, a Bible, and a photo of your church building in each area.

Mariah, you are building a nice house. We can listen to Bible stories in our homes. Victor is working on a church building. In our Bible story, some people cleaned and fixed up the big temple-church. They found a Bible-scroll and took it to King Josiah. Can you find a Bible-scroll? Can you find a picture of our church building? King Josiah listened to the words from the Bible-scroll. Then he read God’s words to all the people. They all listened to the words. You are big enough to listen to God’s words too. Our Bible words are, “We love God.” 

Let’s Go Home

Supplies

none
Have Zach tell the children that it’s time to clean up. Hide a Bible-scroll and let the children find it. When it has been found, say the Bible words and have the children say them with you. Hide it several times, as long as children are interested. Then lead the children in singing and playing the London Bridge game again. When a child is captured, ask that child, Do you love God? 
We Can Worship

(Tune: “London Bridge”)
We can listen to God’s Word,

To God’s Word, to God’s Word.

We can listen to God’s Word.

We love God!

Make sure children take home their crowns from the Art Center. Since this is the first lesson of the unit, give each child a Family Letter to take home. 

[image: image3.png]



[image: image4.jpg]ONL JJ\ =










2





   1





     3











Route 52™ Online Copyright © 2010 by Standard Publishing, www.standardpub.com. Permission is granted to reproduce this lesson for ministry purposes only—not for resale. While Standard Publishing grants permission to alter and adapt Route 52 Online, Standard Publishing claims no liability or responsibility for the content of any such adaptations. These resources are intended to be downloaded and printed for use by the subscribing entity only and may not be electronically transferred to or duplicated by other non-subscribing entities. Any unauthorized reproduction of this material or incorporation into a new work is a direct violation of U.S. copyright laws. Scripture taken from the New Century Version®. Copyright © 2005 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Lesson 1: King Josiah Listens to God’s Word
10
Permission is granted to reproduce this lesson for ministry purposes only—not for resale. Scripture taken from the New Century Version®. Copyright © 2005 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

