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because of your own 
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 “laziness/diligence” 
spectrum:

 0 = hopelessly lazy     .    
 5 = diligence perfection
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The soul of a lazy 

man desires, and has 
nothing; but the soul of the 
diligent  shall be made rich.
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Then God said, “Let Us make man 

in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; let them have dominion 

over . . . all the earth.”
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Proverbs 6:6-8
Go to the ant, you sluggard! 

Consider her ways and be wise, 
which, having no captain, 

overseer or ruler, provides her 
supplies in the summer, and 

gathers her food in the harvest.



Proverbs 6:6-8
Go to the ant, you sluggard! 

Consider her ways and be wise, 
which, having no captain, 

overseer or ruler, provides her 
supplies in the summer, and 

gathers her food in the harvest.



Pop Quiz on Laziness

Vocational:



Pop Quiz on Laziness

Vocational:
Am I a self-starter?



Proverbs 10:2
As vinegar to the teeth and 
smoke to the eyes, so is the 
lazy man to those who send 

him.
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Vocational:
Am I a self-starter?

Do I irritate my boss?
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Material:



Proverbs 24:30-31
I went by the field of the lazy 

man, and by the vineyard of the 
man devoid of understanding; 
and there it was, all overgrown 

with thorns; its surface was 
covered with nettles; its stone 

wall was broken down.
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Proverbs 12:27a
The lazy  man does not roast 

what he took in hunting.
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Material:
How well do I maintain my 

property?
Do I finish projects?
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Pop Quiz on Laziness

Financial:
Do I prioritize fun over 

financial discipline?
Am I attentive?
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your herds; for  
riches are not forever.
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because of winter . . .
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Physical health:
Do I oversleep, under-
exercise, or overeat?
Do I make excuses?
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Educational:
Do I read/study regularly?

How often do I 
need to cram?
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Proverbs 26:15
The lazy man buries his hand 
in the bowl; it wearies him to 

bring it back to his mouth.
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Relational:
Do I continue to love even 

when it’s hard?
Do I usually assume 
I’m right, or do I 
listen to others?
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Spiritual/Missional:





Laziness is 
prioritizing 

my comfort 
over God’s 
call.
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Spiritual/Missional:
Am I more zealous for 

Christ or my own comfort?



Proverbs 22:13
The lazy man says, “There 
is a lion outside! I shall be 

slain in the streets!”
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Spiritual/Missional:
Am I more zealous for Christ 

or my own comfort?
Do I make excuses to 
rationalize my choices?
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does not spare.
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If you faint in the day of 
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small. Deliver those who are 
drawn toward death, and hold 
back those stumbling to the 
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Proverbs 24:12
If you say, “Surely we did not 
know this,” does not He who 
weighs the hearts consider it? 
He who keeps your soul, does 

He not know it? and will 
He not render to each man 

according to his deeds?



Gateway to greed & moral
compromise.
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The Poison of Laziness:



Gateway to greed & moral 
compromise.
Poverty & destruction

He who is slothful in 
his work is a brother 
to him who is a great 

destroyer.
Proverbs 18:9
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he who sleeps in harvest is a son 

who causes shame.
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The Poison of Laziness:
Gateway to greed & moral 
compromise.
Poverty & destruction
Subtle & deceptive
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Make a plan
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A Process for overcoming 
Laziness:

Get real
Make a plan
Work the plan
Focus on the goal
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Do you see a 
man who excels in his work? 
He will stand before kings;
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Matthew 25:21b
Well done, good and faithful  

servant; you were faithful  
over a few things, I will 

make you ruler over many 
things. Enter into the joy of 

your lord!



Hebrews 6:10-12
For God is not unjust to forget your work 
and labor of love which you have shown 

toward His name, in that you have ministered 
to the saints, and do minister. And we desire 

that each one of you showthe same 
diligence to the full assurance of hope until 

the end, that you do not become sluggish, but 
imitate those who through faith and 

patience inherit the promises.
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