




“The one who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  
To the one who overcomes . . . “





Revelation 2-3, the Seven Churches

• Why 7?  Weren’t there more churches?
• Why these 7 churches?
• These are literal, historical churches but is there more?
• Isn’t it interesting there was a single church per city?
• Once we see Christ in glory, we usually see ourselves 
more clearly! – Isa 6









Observations form the letters

• Different facets of Jesus’ glory given
• Jesus commended, before He criticized
• Each church; same faith, different struggles
• All 7 Churches were encouraged/identified to 
Overcome!

• Their “works” revealed them!  Not save by works but to



Observations form the letters

• Their “works” revealed them!  Not save by works but to
• In spite of some churches having serious sin, Still His!!
• None of those churches remain in Modern Islamic 
Turkey?







Positives praised

• Intolerance! – 2:2
• Tested for false prophets
• Persevered / endured
• You hate Nicolaitans
• Suffering for Christ
• Not deny My faith – 2:13
• Love and faith – 2:19

• Service . . Deeds – 2:19
• A few, unsoiled – 3:4
• I know your deeds
• Followed My word
• Smyrna and Philadelphia 
received no rebuke





Sins confronted

• Left your first love – repent
• A synagogue of Satan
• Where Satan’s throne is
• The teaching of Balaam
• Idols, immorality
• Teaching of Nicolaitans
• You tolerate Jezebel – 2:20

• Not alert!  Prayerless
• Deeds incomplete
• Lukewarm . . . Vomit you
• You do not know that you 
are wretched, miserable, 
poor, blind, and naked





Wrath!  7 blessings, 7 woes!!!

• Rev 12:12 – “Woe to the earth and the sea, 
because the devil has come down to you with great 
wrath, knowing that he has only a short time.”

• Rev 6:16,17 – and they said to the mountains and 
the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the sight of 
Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb; for the great day of Their wrath has come, 
and who is able to stand?”





Believers, Fear NOT!

• No Condemnation!!! – Rom 8:1
• Disciplined, not destroyed – Heb 12:5-12, 25
• Never separated from Christ! – Rom 8:35-39
• Never perishing, eternal life! – Jn 10:28-30
• No Wrath!!! – 1 Thess 1:10, 5:9
• No revocation! – Rom 11:27, 29; Rev 3:5





Ask the Holy Spirit to examine you!

• 2 Cor 13:5 – Test yourselves [to see] if you are in 
the faith; examine yourselves
• Heart
• Knees
• Eyes
• Mouth
• Deeds
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