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THE ASSURANCE OF THINGS HOPED FOR 
 

AS WE GATHER 
Today’s Epistle is from Hebrews 11, the “by faith” chapter. It lists heroes of faith, people who 
trusted in God’s promises, assured of what they hoped for (the definition of faith). The Reading 
from Genesis singles out Abram believing God, for which God counted it to him as righteousness. 
Now we can look back, knowing that in one descendant of Abraham, Jesus, all God’s promises 
were kept. His calming words in the Gospel give us the assurance we need to rely on God’s care 
and concern when we don’t have all we think we need. “Seek [God’s] kingdom, and these things 
will be added to you,” He promises (Luke 12:31). Our faith-filled response echoes today’s Psalm: 
“Let Your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in You” (Psalm 33:22). 
 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

728 HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester Text and tune: Public domain 



 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Luke 12:32 
P Let us go to our gracious God, confessing our sins, trusting Him for grace and forgiveness. 

C We confess, heavenly Father, that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  
 
Forgive us for Jesus’ sake, strengthen our faith, and focus our hearts on Your 
kingdom, the inheritance He won for us in His death and resurrection. 

  

P “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ WORD + 

 

KYRIE LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  



 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who offer 
acceptable service. 

C Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; 
  

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 15:1–6 
 1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am 
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give 
me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, 
“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4And 
behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son 
shall be your heir.” 5And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the 
stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6And he 
believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 33:12–22; Sung to the tune “Let All Things Now Living” 
How bless’d is the nation whose God is the Lord, and 
the people He chose for His own heritage. 
From heaven, He looks down and sees all the people; 
From where the Lord dwells, He sees all on the earth. 
He forms all their hearts, and sees all that they do, and 
no king can be saved by his army or might. 
A horse is a vain hope, for it can’t deliver; 
Despite its great strength, it can’t save from your plight. 
 
The eyes of the Lord are on all those who fear Him, 
Upon those who hope in His unfailing love. 
Our hope is in Him who alone can deliver 
from death, and keep life when the famine does come. 
We wait for the Lord who’s our help and our shield, and 
in Him we rejoice as we trust in His name. 
O Lord, may Your unfailing love rest upon us, 
As we place our hope in You—always the same. 
 



EPISTLE Hebrews 11:1–16 
 1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2For by it the 
people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we understand that the universe was 
created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 
 4By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was 
commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, 
though he died, he still speaks. 5By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, 
and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was 
commended as having pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever 
would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 7By 
faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed 
an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of 
the righteousness that comes by faith. 
 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he went to live in the 
land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the 
same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and 
builder is God. 11By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the 
age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one man, and him as 
good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the 
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 
 13These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and 
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the 
earth. 14For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had 
been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to 
return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

VERSE Luke 12:32 
P Alleluia. Fear not, little flock, 

C for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:22–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 22[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you 
will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23For life is more than food, and the body more 
than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor 
barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25And which of 
you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26If then you are not able to do as 
small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: 
they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 



these. 28But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown 
into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29And do not seek what you 
are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30For all the nations of the world seek after 
these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, seek his kingdom, and these 
things will be added to you. 
 32“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your 
possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, 
with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth 
destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
 35“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men who are waiting for 
their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once 
when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when 
he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and 
he will come and serve them. 38If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them 
awake, blessed are those servants! 39But know this, that if the master of the house had known at 
what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40You also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

711 SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt. 
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 

CREED Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 



     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for ourselves, the Church around the world, and all people in their various 

circumstances. 
God said, “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield.” Let us pray for everyone who faces this day in 
fear. 
We join our prayers with everyone imprisoned unjustly, terrorized in lawless areas on earth, 
or trapped in painful illnesses. Gracious God, strengthen the faith they have or open their 
hearts to receive the Gospel; give them courage to act where it is wise and to know Your 
peace and protection amid unchanging circumstances. Lord, hear our prayer. 

C Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in You. 
  

P Jesus said, “Do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what 
you will put on.” Let us pray for all people who do not have adequate food, clothing, or 
shelter. 
 
Guide governments, expand relief agencies, and inspire caring individuals of our 
communities, nation, and world so they may be Your instruments, O God, to provide what 
their citizens and neighbors need for life. Through their actions, provide relief and calm the 
anxiety of the poor, dispossessed, and lonely; grant that they give You the glory. [We pray 
especially for . . .] Meet their needs as fits Your gracious plans for them. Lord, hear our 
prayer. 

C Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in You. 
  

P Jesus asserted, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Let us pray for 
the Church here and around the world. 
 
Grant us growth in faith and numbers, Lord Jesus, as we gather to hear Your Word, 
celebrate the Sacraments, and love the people around us. Wherever the Church is found on 
earth, raise up leaders to proclaim the Gospel and faithful people to exhibit their faith in Your 
promises and the inheritance You have promised. Lord, hear our prayer. 

C Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in You. 
  



P “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Let us pray for 
people who do not see the results of their labors in the lives of other people. 
 
Heavenly Father, strengthen and support farmers awaiting harvest, ranchers providing food 
and pasture for their flocks, shopkeepers greeting clients, all who work from home, those in 
offices, and those working in factories. Grant them a vision of their wider roles to provide 
harvests, supplies, and products to meet the needs of people they cannot see. Grant them a 
willingness to serve You by faith as they use their talents and abilities together with so many 
others. Lord, hear our prayer. 

C Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in You. 
  

P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, grant to us for 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
 

+ SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 

 

558 NOT UNTO US 
 

720 WE WALK BY FAITH AND NOT BY SIGHT 
 

575 MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS 
 

352 LET THE EARTH NOW PRAISE THE LORD 
 



POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

765 GOD MOVES IN A MYSTERIOUS WAY 

 

 

 
Text: William Cowper, 1731–1800, alt. Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, 1615, Edinburgh Text and tune: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing 
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Prayers 

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving  

Prayers of thanks for Karne Warner and Eben Eld who are celebrating their 

birthdays.  

 

Prayers of Comfort and Healing 

For all who suffer from anxiety and depression.  

For all who suffer from Covid 19.  

Prayers for comfort and understanding for all those who are battling cancer. 

For Shay Connell as she recovers from a heart transplant. 

Healing for B, the Daughter in Law of Bob and Carol as she has exhausted treatment 

options for her heart and is still suffering the after effects of a stroke 

Healing for Bill Gratz. 

Sierra as she recovers from a bone marrow transplant. 

Healing for Jeff, Jeff Tietjen’s brother-in-law with liver failure. 

Healing for Lois Bakken as she is recovering from eye surgery. 

For Geraldine as she undergoes surgery on Aug 2nd. 

 

Other Prayers 

Safety for all who are traveling. 

All who serve in our armed forces and their families. 

For students and teachers as they prepare to return to school. 
 

Can we pray for you? Share your prayer requests by email at office@concordiapullman.org 

or fill out one of the white cards in the pews and place it in the offering plate. 
 


