
Genesis 1
Lesson 1

Read Genesis 1:1-10

1.
Who was present “in the beginning”? (See John 1:1-4, Colossians 1:15-17).  

2.
What happened before creation according to the following passages?  


Matt 25:34 


John 17:5 


Eph 1:4-5 


1 Pet 1:18-20

3.
How is the earth described in verses 1-2?  

4.
What was created each day?  What does God use to create each day?


Day 1:


Day 2:

Read Genesis 1:11-25
5.
What did God create on each of the following days?  What does God use to create each day?


Day 3:


Day 4:


Day 5: 

      
Day 6:

6.
Why do you think God made the universe and mankind?

7.

What do the following passages teach us about the Creator and His reasons for creating? 



Ps 8:3-4 



Ps 19:1-4 



Is 45:18 



Rev 4:11

Read Genesis 1:26 – 2:7

8.
What was different about the creation of man?  What defined him as “a living being”?

9.
What do you think it means that we are created in God’s image?  

10.
How many times are the phrase “and God saw that it was good” used in this week’s passage?  What do you think this phrase means?

11.
Verse 2 states that the earth was formless, empty and dark.  God’s creative work changed this.  How are these same things (formlessness, emptiness and darkness) changed in the life of someone who becomes a believer?

12.
How has studying creation changed your view of who God is?

Memory work:  Memorize what God created on each day of creation.
Genesis 2
Lesson 2

Read Genesis 2:1-3

1.
What did God demonstrate in Genesis 2:1-3 that He commands in Exodus 20:8-11?

2.
Based on Isaiah 58:13-14 and Mark 2:27-28, what is the purpose for this commandment? 

3.
How would you describe your Sabbath?

Read Genesis 2:4-7 (this section was discussed briefly last week)

4.

What did God use to make man?  

5. 

From 1 Corinthians 15:42-49, describe the differences between our current bodies and our bodies we will receive in heaven.

6.

What made man a “living” being?  Find any passage that describes Christ as the giver of life.

7.
   Describe how this life is different than the life (in heaven) given to us in Christ.

Read Genesis 2:8-17

8.

Describe the garden God made.  What was man’s responsibility?

9.

What 2 trees were planted in the middle of the Garden of Eden?

10.

What command was given about to these 2 trees?  What punishment was promised for disobedience?

11.

From the following passages, what do we learn about the tree of life and it’s fruit?



Gen 3:23,24-



Prov 3:18-



Prov 11:30-



Rev 2:7- 



Rev 22:2- 

12.

Compare these 2 trees to the offer of “life or death” in Deut 30:11-20.  How do you think a tree that gives knowledge of good and evil lead to death?

Memory work:  Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”






John 14:6

Genesis 3
Lesson 3

Read Genesis 3:1-7

1.
What word is used to describe the serpent?  What does this mean to you?  

2.
Who is this serpent? (See Rev. 12:9 and 20:2)

3.  
Use the following verses to describe the activities of the devil.



Job 1:7



2 Corinthians 11:3



2 Corinthians 11:14



Luke 4:1-2



John 8:44

4.
Match the 3 different ways the serpent tries to persuade Eve to sin with the verse it’s found in.  



God is lying.




Genesis 3:1



Gain promise of wisdom.


Genesis 3:4



God has too many rules.


Genesis 3:5

5.  
How are the serpents’ deceptions contradicted by the truth found in the following passages?



Matthew 11:28-29 with John 10:10;



1 John 2:21;



Colossians 2:2-4;

6.
What habits will you develop this year so you will know the truth when you are tempted by the lies of others’ or your own selfish desires?

Read Genesis 3:8-19
7.
What effects did the choice of Adam and Eve have on their relationship with each other? With God?  

8.
Who does Adam ultimately blame for his sin?

9.
How does sin impact our relationship with God?

10. 
Explain what you think is meant by God’s curse to the serpent in verses 14 and 15.

Read Genesis 3:20-24
11.
What did God do for Adam and Eve in vs. 21 that they had tried to do for themselves in vs. 7?  

12.  
In what way does God’s gift of Christ provide a covering for us?

Memory work:  Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning.

1 Corinthians 15:33-34a

Genesis 4
Lesson 4

Read Genesis 4:1-7

1.
What did Cain and Abel bring to God?  

2.
Why do you think God accepted Abel’s offering and not Cain’s?  (See Heb. 11:4)

3.  
What do the following passages teach us about pleasing God with offering?  



Psalm 4:5 



Isaiah 1:13 



Malachi 3:6-12



Hebrews 13:15-16

4.
What does verse 6 teach us about God?  

5.
What do you think verse 7 means?

6.
Read 1 Corinthians 10:13.  What does it mean to you that God prepares a “way of escape” in every temptation?

7.
List some ways to “escape” sin.  (see Eph. 4:26-32, Romans 6:6, Romans 6:22, 13:3-4, 14, Galatians 5:16 )

Read Genesis 4:8-16

8.
How did Cain ignore God’s urging to repent from his anger and do what was right?

9.  
What was Cain’s first response when God asked him about his brother?  How do we sometimes respond in the same way when approached with our sins?

10.
What does 1 John 1:5-10 teach us about our attitude and response when God shows us our sin?  

11.
Describe the details of Cain’s punishment for killing Abel.

12.
How does God provide protection for Cain in the midst of his punishment?  What do we learn about God here?

Read Genesis 4:17-26
13.
How do we see Cain’s response toward Abel repeated in the lives of his descendants?

14.   How do your actions impact those around you?  What will you change this week to demonstrate desired behaviors to those around you?

Memory work:    “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, he will provide a way out so that you can stand up under it”                          






1 Corinthians 10:13

Genesis 5-6
Lesson 5

Read Genesis 5

1.
Compare verse 1 with verse 3.  What difference is specifically noted here?

2.
How do you think this difference would affect future generations?

3.
How does scripture describe Enoch?  See also Hebrews 11:5 and Jude 14.  

4.
Write down any facts that you found interesting in Genesis 5.

Read Genesis 6:1-12
5.
Write down phrases from Genesis 6:1-7 and 11-12 that describe the characteristics of other people in Noah’s time.  How is God described?

6.
Contrast how God viewed Noah as compared to those around him.

7.
What do you think was “different” about the way Noah lived his life in comparison to those around him?

8.
How are you “noticeably” different than the unbelievers around you?

9.
How could the judgment of God in the flood be a good thing for Noah and his family?

Read Genesis 6:13-22
10.
What were the dimensions of the ark?  Try to compare this with an object that others may be familiar with.

11. 
How is God described in 1 Peter 3:20 during the time Noah is constructing the ark?

12.
In the long time of building the ark, what reservations, fears, doubts, and problems do you think Noah may have encountered?

13.
How does verse 22 summarize Noah’s attitude toward God?  

14.
If God gave you a difficult task to complete, do you think you could stay with it to completion?  What would have been the result for Noah, if he never finished the ark?

Memory work:    “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us”.                                               Hebrews 12:1

Genesis 7-8
Lesson 6

Read Genesis 7 with Matthew 24:36-44 and Luke 17:26-27

1.
How many of each type of animal did Noah take into the ark?  What do you think is the reason for the different amounts of each type?  (See also Genesis 8:20) 

2.
How did Noah “round up” all these animals?

3.
Who shut the door to the ark?  What is the spiritual significance of this action?  (Hint: think of what the people on earth must have done as the waters started to rise) 

4.
From the Matthew and Luke passages, give four ways Christ compares Noah’s story with the events of His return and His judgment.

5.
What warning does Christ give to us today?  See the Matthew passage.  

6.
If Christ returns today, what would you like to be doing?
7.
List phrases from verses 17-24 that describe the complete destruction caused by the flood.

Read Genesis 8
8.
Where did the ark rest?  How long were Noah and his family in the ark?

9.  
Imagine Noah’s feelings after such a catastrophe.  What are your feelings when tragedy happens to those who reject God?

10.
What did Noah do when he came out of the ark?  What three promises did God make in response to Noah’s worship?

11.
Look up Hebrews 11:7.  For what reason were Noah and his family saved? How are faith and action tied together in this passage?  

12. 
Through what action have you demonstrated your faith recently?

Memory verse:  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from the first to the last, just as it is written:  “The righteous will live by faith.”  












Romans 1:17

Genesis 9-11
Lesson 7

Read Genesis 9:1-17 

1.
Compare verses 1-3 with Genesis 1:28-30.  What is the same in this new beginning and what is different?


     Same           



Different

2.
What does it mean that God blessed Noah and his sons?

3.
God now establishes His covenant with Noah and his descendents.  What is a covenant?

4.
What was God’s part of the covenant?


What was Noah’s part?


What was the sign of the covenant?

Read Genesis 9:18-29

5.
 Describe the event with Noah and his sons.  What effects do we see here from too much alcohol?

6.
How did Shem and Japheth follow the advice in Proverbs 10:12 and I Corinthians 13:4-7?
7.
See Proverbs 6:16-19.  In what way was Ham’s behavior detestable?

8.
Describe the blessings and curses that Noah gives to his sons.

9.  
What lessons can we learn from Noah’s life?

Read Genesis 10

10.
Look at the descendants of Ham from this passage and also Joshua 3:9-10.  How does Ham’s curse get fulfilled?

Read Genesis 11:1-9 with Acts 1:8 and Acts 2

11.
Compare the goals of the people in these 2 passages.  What is the primary difference between them?

12.
How does God intervene in each of these cases?

13.
What reason is given for God’s intervention in Genesis 11:6?  Why would God desire to do exactly the opposite in Acts 2?

14.
What goals do you have that are “self focused” rather than “God focused”?  

Memory Verse:  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”                                                                               Jeremiah 29:11-13

Genesis 12 and 13
 Lesson 8

Read Genesis 12:1-9 

1.
What does God tell Abram to do?  What does it cost Abram to follow God’s direction?
2.
List the promises God makes to Abram.  What additional promise does God make once Abram was on his journey?

3.
What is Abram’s response to God?
4.
Read Hebrews 11:8-10.  From verse 10, what gave Abram the faith to follow God with such obedience?

5.  
What do we learn in this section about how can we increase our faith in God?  How will you apply this in your life this week?  

Read Genesis 12:10-20

6.
Why did Abram resort to deception while in Egypt?  

7.  
How was Abram’s plan different than God’s plan? (See also Genesis 17:15)  How did God preserve his plan for Sarai?  

8.
In what situations are you tempted to use deception so that it will go better for you?

9.  
What does Isaiah 55:8 teach us about our plans?

10.
How is Abram blessed while in Egypt?  Who forced Abram to leave Egypt?

Read Genesis 13

11.
Why was it necessary for Abram and Lot to split up?  What choice does Abram give to Lot?

12.
What details are given here about Lot’s choice of where to live?

13.  
What promise does God make to Abram concerning the land Lot had not chosen?

14.   
What does 1 John 2:15-17 teach us that would have been good advice for Lot?

15.
How does “the world” attempt to influence your decisions?

Memory Verse:  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him and he will make your paths straight.”        Proverbs 3:5-6

Genesis 14
Lesson 9

Read Genesis 14:1-17 

1.
From verse 2, what kings were allied with the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah?

2.
Who were they subject to?  When did they rebel?

3.
From verse 9, list the 4 other kings that the 5 kings fought against.

4.
Who won this battle?  What did they take?

5.
How did Abram find out about his nephew Lot?  What does this passage reveal about Abram?

6.
What does this teach us about the way we should live?

7.
What was Abram able to do that the five kings allied together could not do?

8.
Compare Genesis 13:12 with 14:12.  What difference do you find regarding Lot’s residence?

9.
How does this illustrate the way that sin often works in our lives?

Read Genesis 14:17-24 and Hebrews 7

10.
 What two kings met Abram upon his return?

11.
Using Hebrews 7:1-4, how would you describe Melchizedek?

12. 
From Hebrews 7:22-28 list the ways that Jesus is a better High Priest than Melchizedek.

13.
What did each king offer to Abram?  What would Abram accept from each?



Melchizedek - 



King of Sodom - 

14.
What can this teach us about our reward in service to Christ?

15.
How have you served Christ this week?

Memory Verse:  “but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.  Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.”                                                                                      Hebrews 7:24-25

Genesis 15
Lesson 10

Read Genesis 15:1-7

1.
How does God describe Himself to Abram in verse 1?  What is Abram’s concern?

2.
How does God reassure Abram?  What does Abram receive for believing God’s promise?

3.
Look up the word righteous in the dictionary and write the definition.

4.
From each of the following passages write what is said about righteous.


Romans 1:17


Romans 3:20


Romans 3:21


Romans 3:22

5.
After reading these verses, why was Abram credited with righteousness? Does this change your understanding of what it means to be righteous?  If so, how?

Read Genesis 15:8-21

In Abram’s day, covenants or promises were sealed by animal sacrifice.  Animals were cut into two parts and placed in two rows.  The two people making the covenant walked together between the rows and spoke their promises to each other.  They also promised to keep their word forever.  If either person broke the promise, he would die like the animals.

6.
What question does Abram ask God in verse 8?

7.
Based on the note above, what is missing in the covenant made in verse 17?  How does this act of God answer Abram’s question from verse 8?

8.
How is the covenant sealed?  What was Abram’s part of the covenant?

9.
List ways this covenant made with Abram is similar to the covenant God makes with us for the inheritance of Heaven.

10.
If someone asked you how you can be sure of your inheritance of Heaven, how would you respond?

11.
What future events does God reveal to Abram?  Would this be good news to Abram?

Memory Verse:  “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”          


                                                                                                                Romans 3:22-24

Genesis 16-17
Lesson 11

Read Genesis 16:1-16

1.
What was Sarai and Abraham’s solution to having no children?  How did this plan demonstrate faith as well as unbelief?

2.
What were the consequences for each because of this decision?


Abram - 


Sarai -


Hagar -

3.
In what areas of your life do you exhibit doubt in the promises of God?  What are some of the consequences of this?

4.   
Because we have scripture, what do we know about God’s promises?  See Acts 13:32-33, Ps 145:13.

5.
Why do you think Hagar mistreats Sarai?  

6.   How is Hagar addressed by the angel?  How does this identify the real reason for Hagar’s troubles?

7.
What instruction is given to Hagar?  Why would following this instruction be extremely difficult?  

8.  
What do Hagar’s words in vs 13 reveal about her feelings about her encounter with the angel of God? 

Read Genesis 17

9.
How many years has Abram been waiting for God to fulfill His promise to him?

10.
What does God tell Abram to do in verse 1?  What does blameless mean?

11.
God has the same message for us today.  Out of obedience are you trying to live blameless before God?  What benefits have you experienced because of your obedience?

12.
What is God now requiring of Abram?  What is the purpose for this?

13.
How do we see Abraham’s complete obedience to his part of the covenant?

14.
What promise did God make to Sarah?  When would it be fulfilled?  What is Abraham’s response?

15.
What does God promise to Ishmael?

Memory Verse: “Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations.  The Lord is faithful to all His promises and loving toward all he has made.” 












 Psalm 145:13

Genesis 18-19:29
Lesson 12

Read Genesis 18:1-15

1.
How does God appear to Abraham?  What actions of Abraham show his recognition of the true character of God in these men?

2.
Compare verse 10 with Genesis 17:21.  What information is repeated here?  Who overhears?

3.
What was Sarah’s response and thoughts about the news of her bearing a child?  

4.  
After her response, how did Sarah know it was really the Lord who had spoken?  What is ironic about Sarah’s comment in verse 15?

5.
How would you connect Genesis 18:14 with Luke 1:37?

Read Genesis 18:16-33
6.
Why did God tell Abraham about Sodom?


7.
From verse 20, how was God “made aware” of the sinfulness of Sodom and Gomorrah?  What is His reaction?

8.   
What does Abraham do on behalf of the righteous living in Sodom and Gomorrah?  

9.
What final number did Abraham reach?  What conclusion do you think Abraham reached at this point?

Read Genesis 19:1-29
10.  
What is similar between Lot’s greeting of the angels and Abraham’s earlier greeting? 

11.
Who did Lot warn when he heard the news of impending judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah?  What was their response?

12.
List several ways that show Lot and his wife’s attachment to Sodom.

13.
What did the angels do for Lot in verse 16?

14.
Link this passage with the parable of the weeds in Matthew 13:24-30.  What promise for us is sealed in this parable?

15.
List the attributes of God you saw in this section.

Memory Verse: “For nothing is impossible with God.”     Luke 1:37

Genesis 19:30-20:18
Lesson 13

Read Genesis 19:30-19:38

1.
Why do you think Lot might be afraid in Zoar?

2.
What happened between Lot and his daughters?  Why did his daughters do this? 

3.
What nations does Lot become the father of through his daughters?

4.
From each of the following passages give at least one detail about the nations fathered by Lot.


 
Numbers 25:1-3 



Deuteronomy 2:9


1 Kings 11:1-6



2 Kings 24:1-4     


5.  
How does Lot’s life illustrate 1 Corinthians 3:15?  

Read Genesis 20
6.
How are Abraham’s actions with Abimelech similar to his earlier experience in Egypt? (See Genesis 12:10-19).


7.
Consider God’s promise to Abraham in 17:21 and 18:14, what is disturbing about Abraham’s actions here?

8.   
Describe how God’s goodness is demonstrated to Abimelech.  What reason does God give?  

9.
How do you see God’s faithfulness to Abraham and Sarah?

10.  
What was the immediate consequence of Abimelech’s actions? (see also verse 17)  What 2 things were required to prevent further consequences to Abimelech?  

11.  
What question does Abimelech ask Abraham in verse 10?  What is ironic about Abraham’s answer in verse 11?

12.
Is there any sin you have to deal with over and over?  Why?

13.
What are the results from fearing God?  Why is this a necessity for all Christians?

Memory Verse: “And now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the Lord’s commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good?”                   








Deuteronomy 10:12-13
Genesis 21-22
Lesson 14

Read Genesis 21:1-21

1.
How is God described in verse 1?  Why?

2.
According to Romans 4:18-22, how was Abraham able to have a son with Sarah?

3.
What attitude does Sarah have toward her situation? 

4.
What does Isaac mean?  Whose idea was it to name him that?  (See Genesis 17:19) 

5.  
Who makes trouble at the feast in this passage?  How does God tell Abraham to deal with the conflict in his home? 

6.
What were the results of this conflict?

7.
What problem does Hagar and Ishmael encounter?  Describe Hagar’s emotional state in this situation?  What promise of God was she forgetting?

8.
Recall a recent difficult time.  In what way did God provide for you?

Read Genesis 21:22-34

9.  
What phrase describes Abraham from his neighbor’s viewpoint?  

10.
How do our neighbors recognize God’s faithfulness to us?

Read Genesis 22
11.  
How do Abraham’s actions in chapter 21 add to the significance of God’s instructions in verse 2 of this chapter?

12.
What emotions must Abraham of been feeling after hearing God’s instruction?


13.
What were the only words given by Isaac in this passage?  What response does Abraham give to him?

14.
How does God ultimately fulfill this prophecy in John 3:16 and Romans 8:32?

15.
What did Abraham prove by his actions in this passage?

16.
What does God really want from us?  How does he treat our treasures when we are willing to offer them to Him?

17.
What attributes of God do you find in this passage?

Memory Verse: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.  That whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.”                      John 3:16-17

Genesis 23-24
Lesson 15

Read Genesis 23.  Note: In Abraham’s day it was extremely important to be buried in the same general location as that of your forefathers.

1.
Where were Abraham and Sarah when Sarah died?

2.
How does Abraham identify himself to the people of the land?  What did he ask of the people?

3.
How is their view of Abraham significantly different than the way Abraham identified himself?

4.
What qualities do you think Abraham possessed that made them view Abraham in this way? 

5.
Explain what happens between Ephron the Hittite and Abraham.

Read Genesis 24

6.
What 2 requirements did Abraham place on his chief servant when instructed to find a wife for his son Isaac?

7.
Explain Abraham’s motive behind each of these requirements.

8. 
What were some of the difficulties Abraham’s servant faced?  

9.
How did the servant face his difficulties?

10.
What does the servant believe about God in order to make the kind of prayer he makes?

11.
How does he show his faith by his subsequent actions?  

12.
List ways God confirmed that He was guiding the servant to pursue Rebekah as Isaac’s wife.

13.
Give several ways from chapters 23 and 24 in which Abraham demonstrates very practical faith in God’s promises to him. (See also Hebrews 11:11-17)

14.
Could you think of an everyday situation where we could show we have the same kind of practical faith? (Be specific.)

Memory Verse: “This is the confidence we have in approaching God:  that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us - whatever we ask - we know that we have what we asked of him.”




1 John 5:14-15

Genesis 25-26
Lesson 16

Read Genesis 25:1-18  

1.
How old was Abraham when he died?  Why do you think he left everything to Isaac?

2.
Reviewing Abraham’s life, what has impressed you about him?

3.
How do we see God’s fulfillment of His promises to Ishmael?  See Gen 16:11-12 and 17:20

Read Genesis 25:19-34

4.
Why did Rebekah inquire of the Lord?  What did God tell her about her sons?

5.
Describe each son.  Which son did Isaac love most?

6.
What is a birthright?

7.
Which son was entitled to the birthright?  How did he show his indifference toward it?

8. 
Do you think it was Jacob’s scheming or God’s plan that got Jacob the birthright?  

9.
Have you ever made a decision based on your immediate desires without thinking about the long term consequences?  How did you feel later?

Read Genesis 26:1-33

10.
What instruction does God give to Isaac?  What promise?

11.
What sin of Abraham does Isaac commit?  How could Abraham have helped Isaac avoid that sin?

12.
From verse 12, how do we see Isaac’s faith in God and God’s faithfulness to Isaac?

13.
Why does Isaac keep digging new wells?  What does this reveal about him?

14.
Why does Abimelech want to make a treaty with Isaac?  What are the terms of the treaty?

Read Genesis 26:34

15.
How does Esau’s choice of wives reflect his character and attitude?

16.
How were Abraham’s and Isaac’s approach to their son’s marriage’s different?

17.
If you were a parent, how can you guide your children to make a wise choice regarding a spouse?

Memory Verse: “These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”        Deuteronomy 6:6-9                                                                                                                       

Genesis 27-28:9
Lesson 17

Read Genesis 27:1-29  

1.
What was Isaac’s purpose in summoning Esau?

2.
What was Rebekah’s plan for Jacob?

3.
How would you describe each of the people in this story?


Isaac


Rebekah


Jacob

4.
Summarize the blessing that Isaac gave to Jacob.

Read Genesis 27:30-40

5.
How did Isaac react when he realized he had been tricked?

6.
What was Esau’s response?  Summarize Isaac’s response to Esau’s plea for a blessing in verse 37.  

7.
Describe the blessing that Isaac had for Esau.

Read Genesis 27:41 through 28:9

8.
What does Esau plan to do?  How does Rebekah protect Jacob?

9.  
What additional blessings does Isaac give to Jacob?  

10.
Why do you think he didn’t bless Esau in this way when asked earlier? (See question 6 and Genesis 25:23)

11.  
What does Esau realize about himself in verses 6-8?

12.
What types of things do you do that may be displeasing to your parents?

13. 
Do you think that this was God’s plan for Jacob to get the blessing in this way or do you think God intended for Jacob to obtain the blessing in a more honest fashion?  Why?

14.
What blessings does Christ offer us in Matthew 5:1-12?

15.
How do your actions interfere with Christ’s blessing for you?

Memory Verse: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”                                                                                                                    Matthew 5:6

Genesis 28:10-29:30
Lesson 18

Read Genesis 28:10-22

1.
Where was Jacob traveling and why?  What had Jacob left behind because of his deceit?

2.  
What thoughts might Jacob have had while traveling alone?

3.  
Describe the dream that Jacob had.  What did this dream show him about the path to God?  (See also John 14:6)

4.
How does God confirm Jacob as the true recipient of Isaac’s blessing from the previous chapter?  

5
How would these promises of God be especially meaningful to Jacob in his current situation?

6.
Describe Jacob’s response to his dream.

7.
What loneliness, hardship or sin are you currently struggling with?  Will you respond as Jacob did when God provided comfort and understanding to him?

Read Genesis 29:1-30

8.
What similarities do we find between this passage and the search for Isaac’s wife in chapter 24?

9.
What does Jacob ask of Laban?

10.
How did Laban react to Jacob’s offer?  How would you have felt if you were Jacob and heard this response?

11.
What happens at the end of 7 years of hard work by Jacob?

12.
What justice do we find here?  What reaction do you feel as you read this passage?

13.
Have you witnessed (or been a part of) deceit in this past week?  How?

14.
What do we learn by our reaction to this passage about the place of deceit in our life?

Memory Verse: “Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  Like newborn babies, crave spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.”                                  1 Peter 2:1-3

Genesis 29:31-31:55
Lesson 19

Read Genesis 29:31-30:24

1.
Which of Jacob’s wives was the one Jacob loved?  What did God do for the unloved wife?

2.
How would you describe Rachel?  What does Leah desire more than anything?

3.  
List the names of each of Jacob’s sons under their mother.


Leah

Zilpah

Rachel

Bilhah

4.  
Which son of Jacob does Jesus descend from?  See Matthew 1:1-3.   

Read Genesis 30:25-43

5.
What does Jacob request of Laban?  Why would Laban be hesitant to agree to Jacob’s request?

6.
Describe the agreement between Jacob and Laban.  

7.
How does Laban attempt to deceive Jacob in this agreement?  (Carefully read verse 32 with verses 34-36)

8.
How did this agreement benefit Jacob?

9.
What lessons did Jacob need to learn by working for Laban 20 years?

Read Genesis 31

10.
How does Jacob know he should return to Canaan?  Who does he credit for his success?

11.
What is Leah and Rachel’s response to Jacob’s decision to move?  How does Jacob leave?

12.
As Laban pursues Jacob, what does God command him?

13.  List the hardships Jacob endures while working for Laban.  How does Jacob point out to Laban who his real “employer” was? (See verse 42)

14.
Describe the covenant Laban and Jacob make.  Who is the witness of the covenant?

15.
What evil thing does Rachel bring into the family?  What does she do to protect it?

16.
Have you ever been mistreated by someone in authority over you?  What is your typical reaction when things just aren’t fair?

Memory verse:  “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”                                                           


  Colossians 3:23-24

Genesis 32-33
 Lesson 20

Read Genesis 32:1-21

1.
What did Jacob see as soon as he left Laban? __________  What do we learn about angels from the following passages?

Genesis 16:11





Psalm 34:7

Genesis 32:1-2 





Psalm 91:11

2 Kings 6:16-17 




Daniel 6:22

1 Chronicles 21:15 




Hebrews 1:14

2.
Why do you think God allowed Jacob to see the angels?  Why would Jacob name this place Mahanaim?
3.  
Why does Jacob send messengers to Esau?  What report does he receive back?   

4.
What 3 things does Jacob do in response to the report?  

5.
Give at least 5 points to Jacob’s prayer.

6.
What does it mean to claim God’s promises and how do we do this?

Read Genesis 32:22-32

7.
Who is Jacob wrestling with until daybreak?  

8.
Do you think it was Jacob’s physical strength, ability or will that the “man” could not overcome?  What did the man do to Jacob?

9
What did Jacob still need to learn before entering the promised land?

10.
What new name is given to Jacob?  What long lasting symptom did Jacob have to remind him of his struggle?

11.
What area of your life do you depend on your own strength, not surrendering to Christ?  

Read Genesis 33

12.
Describe the reunion between Jacob and Esau.  How had God changed both men in 20 years?

13.
What relationship in your life needs mending?  How will you begin the healing process today?

14.
In what Canaanite city did Jacob settle?

Memory verse:  “When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, he makes even his enemies live at peace with him.”                                                                                            Proverbs 16:7
Genesis 34-35
 Lesson 21

Read Genesis 34

1.
Where was Dinah traveling?  What happened to her?

2.
What is your first thought as you think of Jacob’s reaction to this event?

3.
Compare the motives of Hamor, Shechem and Dinah’s brothers in this passage.

4.
Why do you think Hamor was so eager to have the Israelites settle in his land? (See vs 23).

5.
What did Dinah’s brothers do?

6.
What trouble did Dinah’s brothers bring on their entire family by their wicked action? (See verse 30)

7. 
What reason do Dinah’s brothers give for their action?  Can you think of a common playground type of phrase that sums up their justification for their actions?

8.
What should God’s people do when they are wrongly treated? (See Romans 12:17-21)

Read Genesis 35:1-15

9.
What does God instruct Jacob to do?  In light of what’s happened why do you think he might do this?  

10.
Can you think of a time when you allowed yourself to get too close to the world and allowed it to suck you in to it’s thinking or practices?

11.
What does Jacob do in response to God’s instruction?  What was the immediate result of Jacob’s obedience?

12.
Would a “retreat” back into the presence of God help you right now?  How might we do this?

Read Genesis 35:16-29

13.
How does God grant Rachel’s request of Genesis 30:24?  What does it cost her?

14.
Contrast the names Rachel and Jacob give their new son.  What significance do you see in the meaning of these names?

Memory verse:  “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”











Romans 12:21

Genesis 37-38
 Lesson 22

Read Genesis 37:1-11

1.
Who was Joseph’s mother?  What does Joseph probably learn about himself at an early age?  See Genesis 33:1-2.

2.
How do Joseph’s brothers feel about him?  What are 3 reasons for this hatred?

3.
Describe the two dreams that Joseph shared with his brothers.  

4.
How do you think Joseph might be interpreting God’s promises of Gen. 35:11?

5.
How did Jacob contribute to the hatred of the brothers toward Joseph?

6.
What hatred or competition exists between you and your siblings?

Read Genesis 37:12-36

7.
Where was Joseph sent to check on his brothers?  Why might Jacob be worried about them there?  

8.
To what extent are the brothers willing to take their hatred?  

9.
Who attempts to rescue Joseph?  Considering the fact that he was the oldest, why is this surprising?

10.
See Genesis 42:21.  Describe Joseph’s anguish.  

11.
Why did they decide not to kill Joseph?  What did they do instead?

12.
How did the brothers deceive their father Jacob?

13.
Hatred led the sons of Jacob to extreme measures.  What hatred within your own heart do you wrestle with, which left unchecked, could also lead you to extreme actions?

Read Genesis 38

14.
List several things in this chapter that people did wrong.

15.
What do you think was the motive behind Tamar’s actions?

16.
What blessing does God have for Tamar?  See Matthew 1:1-3

Memory verse:  “The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit.”                                                                                               Proverbs 15:4
Genesis 39-41
 Lesson 23

Read Genesis 39

1.
Who now owned Joseph?  List all the things God did for Joseph in verses 1-6.

2.
How did Joseph resist temptation presented by Potiphar’s wife?  How did this response change as she became more persistent?

3.
What was Jesus’ defense in Matthew 4:1-11?

4.
What can we learn from both these examples of temptation?

5.
What did “doing the right thing” get Joseph?  What does this chapter teach us about God?
Read Genesis 40

6.
What assumption did Joseph make in verse 8?  What does this reveal about Joseph?

7.
What is Joseph’s one request of the cupbearer?  

8.
What does Joseph’s interpretation of the baker’s dream tell us about what speaking for God may entail?  

9.
What happened to the cupbearer and the baker?  Did the cupbearer remember his part of the deal?

Read Genesis 41:1-7

10.
Without reading any further, give your interpretation of Pharaoh’s dreams.

Read Genesis 41:8-45

11.
What reminded the cupbearer of Joseph?  How much time had passed?

12.
What phrases does Joseph use to indicate that the dreams were from God?

13.
Explain the meaning of the dreams. Why do you think Pharaoh believed what Joseph said?
14.
What new responsibility did Joseph have?  How do we see God’s plan for him begin to unfold?

15.
Make a list of Joseph’s qualities from these 3 chapters.  Which will you begin to develop?

Memory verse:  “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.”                                                                                      John 17:15
Genesis 41:46-43
 Lesson 24

Read Genesis 41:46-57

1.
How long has Joseph been living in Egypt?  (See also Genesis 37:2)

2.
How are Pharaoh’s dreams coming true?  From verse 49, to what degree had God provided?

3.
What situation would Egypt find itself in without Joseph?  Instead, what prosperity do they experience?

4.
What has Pharaoh learned about God by the time the famine hit?

5.
What do the names of Joseph’s two sons reveal about him?

Read Genesis 42

6.
What circumstances bring about the meeting of Joseph and his brothers?  How have they changed?


7.
Why do you think Joseph doesn’t reveal himself to his brothers?

8.
What tests does Joseph have for his brothers?  

9.  
What is Joseph learning about his brothers by treating them in this way?  

10.  
What do his brothers realize about their situation and confess before Joseph?

11.
What is God waiting for you to confess and will you confess it today?
12.
What is the only condition for their return to Egypt?

13.
How did Jacob react to the news brought back by his 10 sons?  

Read Genesis 43
14.
When does Jacob allow the brothers to return to Egypt with Benjamin?

15.  
Why are Joseph’s brothers afraid as they go to meet him a second time?

16.
Recall Joseph’s dream from Genesis 37, how is this fulfilled?

17.
List the ways Joseph is kind and compassionate to his brothers.

18.
What would enable Joseph to be kind after all he had been through because of his brothers?

Memory verse:  “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”





Psalm 51:17
Genesis 44-45
 Lesson 25

Read Genesis 44:1-16

1.
Why do you suppose Joseph chooses Benjamin as the scapegoat for his test?  What might Joseph be trying to determine?

2.
Give the verse which indicates the brothers’ confidence in their innocence.  

3.
How did they react to the discovery of the cup in Benjamin’s sack?

4.
Write an alternate ending to this story that might follow if the other brothers had left Benjamin in Egypt.

5.
Relate each part of Judah’s response in verse 16 to our lives without redemption in Christ.

6.
Who speaks for the brothers when they realize that Benjamin would not be able to return to Jacob?  Why was this issue so important to him? (See also Genesis 43:8-10).

Read Genesis 44:17-45:28

7.
Why do you think Joseph could not conceal his identity any longer?


8.
Describe your immediate reaction if you had been one of the brothers.  Why would you feel this way?

9.
Do you have this same attitude toward sin in your life as you live before Jesus who has been “revealed” to you as the risen Savior?

10.
What does Joseph say about God’s purposes in all that has occurred?  

11.
Give several phrases from John 16 that describe the joy for us in the crucifixion of Christ.

12.
Compare this story of Joseph to Christ’s death and resurrection.  (Please take extra time with this question and come up with as many as possible)

13.
What response is God calling you to at this moment?  Take time to do this now. 

Memory verse:  “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
            John 16:33
Genesis 46-47
 Lesson 26

Read Genesis 46

1.
How does Jacob (Israel) know, in spite of the promise regarding Canaan, he should settle in Egypt?

2.
List the four prophecies God gave to Jacob in a vision.  For donuts, find where each is fulfilled.

3.
Make a list of what Jacob takes with him to Egypt.   How many people go?

4.
Describe the reunion between Joseph and his father.

5.
Why does Joseph want Pharaoh to know that the brothers are shepherds?  

6.
What benefits would there be for Jacob’s family to live in Goshen?  How do we see God’s plan even in this?  See Exodus 8:22, 9:26 and 10:23.

7.
What lesson could be learned from this chapter?

Read Genesis 47

8.
What generous offer does Pharaoh make to Joseph’s family?


9.
How does Jacob sum up his life to Pharaoh?

10.
Describe the extent of the famine.  

11.
List the 3 stages Joseph used to meet the needs of the Egyptian people.  

12.
What is the attitude of the people?  Would this be your attitude?  Why or why not?

13.  
 How did the Israelites fare while living in Egypt?  

14.
Why did Jacob want to be buried in Canaan?  What promise did he believe even though he wouldn’t see it?

15.
List the ways that God did immeasurably more in Jacob’s life.

Memory verse:  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”                        Jeremiah 29:11
Genesis 48-50
 Lesson 27

Read Genesis 48

1.
How is Jacob/Israel described in this chapter?

2.
Who does Joseph take with him to see Israel?    Why do you think Israel asks the question in verse 8? 

3.
Why do you think scripture is so specific about how Israel blesses his grandsons?  Who gets the greater blessing?

4.
Of what event in his own life might this have reminded Israel?  

5.
How was Israel’s blessing Ephriam and Manassah fulfilled (verses 5-6 and 15-16)?  See Numbers 1:32-34 and Joshua 17:17-18.  (Hint:  think about how the promised land was divided)

Read Genesis 49:1-28

6.
Who does Israel call for and for what purpose?


7.
Recall the event to which verse 4 refers to.  (See Gen. 35:22)  Approximately, 39 years ago this happened; what does this teach us about the consequences of sin?

8.
Which son do you think received the best blessing?  The worst?  Explain why you think this.

9.
Which son did Jesus descend from?  See Matthew 1:1-3.  

Read Genesis 49:29-50:26

10.
How did Joseph honor his father’s wishes?  What kind of funeral did Israel receive?

11.  
What kind of influence would you say that Joseph had on the Egyptians?  

12.
What is wrong with the reaction of Joseph’s brothers in verse 15?  What did his own brothers not understand about him?

13.  
Would you describe yourself as forgiving (as Joseph was) or as one who tends to hold a grudge against others?  

14.
What is Joseph’s prediction for his family?

Memory verse:  “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”                                           Romans 8:28

