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The Big Idea:

Samson was blessed by God from the moment of his
conception, empowered by God’s Spirit to do God’s mission, and yet
was out of control in his daily life. God uses imperfect people for His
purposes but longs to set us free from the power of sin.

14 Samson went down to Timnah, and at Timnah he saw one of the

daughters of the Philistines. 2 Then he came up and told his father and mother,
“I saw one of the daughters of the Philistines at Timnah. Now get her for me as
my wife.” 3 But his father and mother said to him, “Is there not a woman among
the daughters of your relatives, or among all our people, that you must go to
take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson said to his father,
“Get her for me, for she is right in my eyes.”
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And Samson said,

“With the jawbone of a donkey,
heaps upon heaps,
with the jawbone of a donkey
have I struck down a thousand men.”
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and bound him with bronze shackles. And he ground at the mill in the prison.
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But the hair of his head began to grow again after it had been shaved.
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Now the lords of the Philistines gathered to offer a great sacrifice to
Dagon their god and to rejoice, and they said, “Our god has given Samson our
enemy into our hand.” 24 And when the people saw him, they praised their god.
For they said, “Our god has given our enemy into our hand, the ravager of our
country, who has killed many of us.”
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And Samson said to the young man who held him by the hand, “Let
me feel the pillars on which the house rests, that I may lean against them.”
27
Now the house was full of men and women. All the lords of the Philistines
were there, and on the roof there were about 3,000 men and women, who
looked on while Samson entertained.
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Then Samson called to the Lord and said, “O Lord God, please
remember me and please strengthen me only this once, O God, that I may be
avenged on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 And Samson grasped the two
middle pillars on which the house rested, and he leaned his weight against
them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other. 30 And Samson
said, “Let me die with the Philistines.” Then he bowed with all his strength, and
the house fell upon the lords and upon all the people who were in it. So the
dead whom he killed at his death were more than those whom he had killed
during his life. 31 Then his brothers and all his family came down and took him
and brought him up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of
Manoah his father. He had judged Israel twenty years.

ETERNAL TRUTHS FROM SAMSON’S LIFE:
Samson went to Gaza, and there he saw a prostitute, and he went in to

her. The Gazites were told, “Samson has come here.” And they surrounded the
place and set an ambush for him all night at the gate of the city. They kept quiet
all night, saying, “Let us wait till the light of the morning; then we will kill him.”
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But Samson lay till midnight, and at midnight he arose and took hold of the
doors of the gate of the city and the two posts, and pulled them up, bar and all,
and put them on his shoulders and carried them to the top of the hill that is in
front of Hebron. 4 After this he loved a woman in the Valley of Sorek, whose
name was Delilah.
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She made him sleep on her knees. And she called a man and had him
shave off the seven locks of his head. Then she began to torment him, and his
strength left him. 20 And she said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And
he awoke from his sleep and said, “I will go out as at other times and shake
myself free.” But he did not know that the Lord had left him. 21 And the
Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes and brought him down to Gaza

1. “Unequally yoked” relationships are frequently disastrous. [14:1-3]
2. A sure sign we are not living in submission to the Lord is when our
decisions are based on what we deem to be right. [14:3]
3. Another indication we’ve lost sight of the Lord is we fail to give Him
Glory for what He does in and through our lives. [15:16]
4. The more we choose to sin the easier it is to choose sin. [16:1]
5. “Sin will take you farther than you want to go, it will keep you longer
than you want to stay, and it will cost you more than you want to
pay.” – author unknown
6. We need a better Deliverer – a greater Savior – someone who can
break the power of the greatest tyrants of our lives: Satan, Sin, and
Death.

