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1. Learning from Jesus  
• Our God Loves Community
• Jesus was committed to 

community & discipleship 

THE POWER OF TOGETHERNESS  
IN A POLARIZED WORLD

CONSISTENT COMMUNITY





Matthew 4:19

And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” 





Matthew 28:16-17

 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to 
the mountain to which Jesus had directed 

them.  And when they saw him 
they worshiped him, but some doubted. 





Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came and said to them,  
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit,  teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.”
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• Our God Loves Community
• Jesus was committed to 

community & discipleship 
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Love!
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John 3:16
“For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.
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John 3:17

 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order 

that the world might be saved through 
him.
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Jesus loved all sorts of people!
John 3 - Nicodemus
John 4 - The woman at the well
Matt 14:14 - The sick crowd
John 11 - Lazarus, Mary and Martha
Matt 15:32 - The hungry crowd
Mark 6 - The lost crowd
John 17 - The disciples and us. 





John 17:20-21

“I do not ask for these only, but also for 
those who will believe in me through their 
word, that they may all be one, just as you, 

Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also 
may be in us, so that the world may believe 

that you have sent me.”
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Jesus loved all sorts of people!
Matt 9 - Matthew - the tax cheat
Matt 11:17 - Tax collectors and sinners
Mark 2:15 - Tax collectors and sinners
Luke 15:1 - Tax collectors and sinners
Luke 19:1-9 - Zacchaeus the chief cheat
Luke 7:38-50 - The sinful woman

Women, children, the sick …



1. Learning from Jesus   
• Our God Loves Community 
• Jesus was committed to 

community & discipleship  
• The heartbeat of community…

Love! 
• Jesus understood  

the cost of community
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2. God Created You and Me for 
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Romans 12:3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone 

among you not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think 

with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned.



2. God Created You & Me for 
Community  

THE POWER OF TOGETHERNESS  
IN A POLARIZED WORLD

CONSISTENT COMMUNITY



2. God Created You & Me for 
Community  
• We’re not called to do life alone
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Romans 12:4-5
For as in one body we have many 

members, and the members do not all have 
the same function,  so we, though many, are 

one body in Christ, and individually members 
one of another. 
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2. God Created You & Me for 
Community  
• We’re not called to do life alone
• We all have a part to play in the 

community!
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1 Corinthians 12:12
For just as the body is one and has many 

members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ.





1 Corinthians 12:14-15
For the body does not consist of one member 

but of many. If the foot should say, “Because I 
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 
that would not make it any less a part of the 

body. 





1 Corinthians 12:16-17
And if the ear should say, “Because I am not 

an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that 
would not make it any less a part of the 

body.  If the whole body were an eye, where 
would be the sense of hearing? If the whole 
body were an ear, where would be the sense 

of smell?





1 Corinthians 12:18-20
But as it is, God arranged the members in the 

body, each one of them, as he chose. If all 
were a single member, where would the body 

be?  As it is, there are many parts, yet one 
body. 
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Mark 12:28b-31
“Which commandment is the most important 
of all?” Jesus answered, “The most important 

is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one.  And you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 

commandment greater than these.”
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2. God Created You & Me for 
Community  
• We’re not called to do life alone
• We all have a part to play in the 

community!
• Love God First!
• Love people Next!
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3. But I don’t like Community  
• Community is broken (sin)
• Community is complicated
• Community is painful
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4. Community is POWERFUL!
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1 Peter  5:8
Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour.
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• Share a meal (Jesus did)
• Take a walk (Jesus did)
• Give a blessing (Jesus did)
• Gather with the family (Jesus did) 
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5. God Uses Community to Reveal 
His Presence and Power
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John 13:34-35
“A new commandment I give to 

you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, 

you also are to love one 
another. By this all people will 

know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.”
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