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EFE (E82) BBREE-MAAE: TCV-TRD R AEE

L Lettersin the Bible : Structure

+ Body— “We will be present at the sale of tax-farming contracts and their arrar
26th ... at daybreak in Oxyrhyncha. Therefore collect the guilds at the aforemeni
the 26th, that we not be hindered in making the arrangements.”

« Closing— “Farewell. (Regnal) year 9, or fiscal year 10 [Tybi ...]"

* Inscription— “Year 10, Tybi 26, Metrodorus ... of the sale of tax farming contacts
Apollonius.”

New Testament letters contain this basic structure, but without the inscription. Philig
example, has:

« Opening—(Phil 1:1-11) Salutation, a grace-wish, prayer
*  Body—(Phil 1:12-4:20)
* Closing—(Phil 4:21-23) Third-party greetings, farewell wish ( “the grace of our L¢

White expands this structure (White, “Ancient Greek Letters,” 97):

Opening

iéE E’IJ « Address

« Grace greeting

bsln] *ﬁ 5 « Thanksgiving prayer (Paul only)
> . Body

« Introductory formula (mostly Paul; e.g., “l want you to know” NASB)
« Transition formulae (e.g., “now about” NASB)

Hn w 2 Es « Concluding and “apostolic presence” section
=i K %lﬂ ,g“ % % « Authoritative reference
« Confidence reference
« Anticipated visit
+ Messenger
« Paraenetic section
* Prayer of peace
Closing
« Third party greetings
« Holy kiss greeting (Paul) = - EEBENGE (127—2.18)
« Grace benediction (Paul), or peace benediction (James-Jude)

The letters quoted in the Old Testament have the common elements:

+ Opening
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