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Bah Humbug?? 

 Ever feel like a Scrooge? If you haven’t uttered the words yourself, I’m 

sure that you’ve at least seen this sentiment all around us: “Why are there 

Christmas decorations already for sale in stores? It’s not even Halloween yet!” 

“Next thing you know they’ll be selling pumpkin spice motor oil!” “What’s with the 

Christmas music? It’s still Advent!” (Ok, that one hit a little too close to home.) 

We can all get a little irritated with such a wide variety of preferences and 

practices this time of year. We can all mutter a “Bah Humbug” under our breath 

every now and then. 

 This phrase, “Bah Humbug,” and the idea of being “a Scrooge” of course 

come from Charles Dickens’ classic work, A Christmas Carol. The main 

character in the story, Ebenezer Scrooge, is a grouchy old man who thinks that 

everyone’s pleasure from the Christmas holiday is complete nonsense. The 

word humbug was in use well before it was popularized by this classic tale. It 

meant a “trick” or a “hoax.” To be a scrooge in this season is to believe that 

everyone is simply making up things to make them happy. 

 **Spoiler alert** Scrooge soon comes to find out that there is deep truth 

to the meaning of Christmas and everything that surrounds it. 

We, as followers of Jesus Christ, know that truth. At least, most of the time we 

do. We begin to wonder about it all when it feels like the world is falling apart 

around us. We get disheartened when the people we encounter spread more 

negativity than joy. Sometimes a part of us wonders if all of this actually IS a 

hoax instead of an event of hope and joy. 

 Every year, then, it’s good to have this reminder of what God’s good 

news is actually about. The birth of a Savior. The presence of God’s love 

embodied in a human being. The gift of hope when things feel hopeless. The 

manifestation of light in a dark world. 

 Ebenezer Scrooge was taken on a journey by a spirit to experience his 

past, present, and future. In these Advent weeks leading up to Christmas, I 

hope that God’s Spirit can show us that same gift: of what has been, what is, 

and what is still to come – the Savior of the world. 

 Advent blessings to you! 



 

 

2 
St. Paul’s Sunbeam 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
 WISE MEN 

"Where is the child who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we observed his 

star at its rising, and have come to pay 

him homage," said the wise men from 

the East as they came seeking the 

newborn Jesus. Over the next few 

weeks of Advent, be on the lookout for 

some of those wise men around Cole 

Camp as they are on their 

journey to find the Savior. They 

will be stopping in different 

yards around town as they 

make their way to find Jesus 

here at St. Paul's at the 

Christmas Eve worship service. If you 

or anyone you know happen to see 

them, stop and get a picture with them 

and post that picture to the St. Paul's 

Facebook page. You just might get a 

little prize! Help us spread the word as 

we have a little fun together this 

season and share the good news of 

Jesus’ birth.  

 

GOOD GIFTS FOR CHRISTMAS 

As our homes fill up with more and 

more stuff, gift-giving holidays like 

Christmas often leave us to wonder 

about other gifts that can be given. 

ELCA Good Gifts provides an 

excellent alternative. Want to give the 

gift of chicks, honeybees, or 

a piglet & manure to 

someone in another country 

to create a path towards self-

sufficiency? What about clean water, 

access to education, or a Bible for 

someone? Check out 

www.ELCA.org/GoodGifts and 

purchase a gift in honor of a loved 

one. You will receive a printed or 

digital card that can be given to tell 

the recipient of the impact this gift 

has made! 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

PRACTICE  

The children of St. 

Paul’s will present the 

Story of Christmas in 

worship on Christmas 

Eve. Practices for the 

program will begin on Sunday, 

December 4th, at 9:00 am (during 

the Sunday School hour) and run 

each Sunday until Christmas. 

Practice on December 4
th
 will be for 

children and youth in grades 1-8. 

Starting December 11th preschool 

and kindergarten children will join the 

rehearsals.  

 

http://www.ELCA.org/GoodGifts
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CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

St. Paul’s will enjoy the 

story of the birth of 

Jesus on Christmas 

Eve.  Worship will 

begin at 7:00pm.  We 

will also have worship service on 

Christmas Day at 10:00am.  Please 

bring your family and share this 

wonderful time of the year with your 

church family. 

 

POINSETTIA’S 

If you would like to share 

a poinsettia with us, 

please bring them to the 

church before 9:00am on 

Christmas Day.  They 

will be displayed in the sanctuary 

adding vivid color to the day’s 

celebration. 

 

EPIPHANY WORSHIP 

Worship for the first 

weekend following 

Christmas will take 

the form of A 

Service of Lessons & Carols for 

Epiphany on Sunday, January 1st, at 

10:00 am. There will be no Saturday 

Casual Worship service on December 

31st, nor will there be Sunday School 

or Confirmation classes on January 

1st. 

 

EVANGELISM MOMENT 

“I will honour Christmas in my heart, 

and try to keep it all the year. I will live 

in the Past, the Present, and the 

Future. The Spirits of all Three shall 

strive within me. I will not shut out the 

lessons that they teach.”  

Ebenezer Scrooge in  

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVE 

Can you help?? An important role in 

our worship life is the role of an Usher. 

An usher is often the first person 

encountered as you enter the worship 

space, the first line of 

assistance, and a major 

source of support for the 

worship service itself. If you've 

never served as an usher or 

it's been awhile, we could use your 

help! Please speak with Greg 

Bredehoeft or Bruce Wienberg if you 

are interested or have any questions 

about it.  

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
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DETAILED TREASURER'S REPORT  

Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual   October Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget 

BENEVOLENCE RECEIPTS     

 ELCA 3,180.00 7,400.00 (4,220.00) 42.97% 

 World Hunger  2,000.00 (583.63) 70.82% 

 Oaks  2,500.00  89.46% 

 
Seniors of North Benton 

County 4,416.50  1,916.50  

 CC Food Pantry Donations 1,320.00 1,500.00 (180.00) 88.0% 

 Other     

TOTAL BENEVOLENCE   13,494.37 15,900.00 (2,405.63) 84.87% 

HOME PURPOSE     

 Home Purpose  201,106.00 (56,439.87) 71.94% 

 Building Fund 5% 9,276.65 10,584.00 (1,307.35) 87.65% 

 Debt Repay 7,777.50 14,000.00 (6,222.50) 55.55% 

Total Offering 161,720.28 225,690.00 (63,969.72) 71.66% 

Building Use  2,000.00 (365.00) 81.75% 

Preschool Tuition     

Fair Stand, net    4,000.00 1,616.64 140.42% 

Float     

Interest  -0- 838.10 100.0% 

Miscellaneous     

Total Income 190,386.65 252,840.00 (62,453.35) 75.3% 

Total Expense 198,705.02 243,840.00 (45,134.98) 81.49% 

Net Income (8,318.37) 9,000.00 (17,318.37) -92.43% 

Balances - October, 2022 

 
Home          

Purpose 
Building Debt Repayment Memorials Crisis Seminary 

Cash Balances 76,646.81 36,449.41 1,324.61 28,441.06 1,248.81 8,888.22 

Indebtedness -0- -0- 18,000.00 -0- -0- -0- 

Net Assest 79,646.81 36,449.41 (16,675.39) 28,441.06 1,248.81 8,888.22 

Respectfully Submitted, Norma Schlesselman  

919.26 122.57% 

(263.50) 2,236.50 

176.66% 2,500.00 

Notes:  Home Purpose cash balance includes $7,806.87 in Community of Calling funds.   

1,416.37 

-0- 

4,500.00 91.11% 

838.10 

750.00 

144,666.13 

1,635.00 

4,100.00 

5,616.64 

400.00 

2,063.00 100.0% 

169.26 

2,063.00 

The above information include only those funds for which a budge is adopted.  Home Purpose, Building and 

Debt repayment. 

925.00 100.0% 925.00 -0- 



5 St. Paul's Sunbeam 

submitted by Emily Kullman, Congregational Council Secretary 

The Congregational Council of St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church met on 

November 3, 2022 at 7:30pm.   

 

Pastor’s Report:   

Upcoming Events 
Nov 13:  First Communion 
Nov 23:  Thanksgiving Worship 
Nov 27:  Advent Dinner 
 

Evangelism: 

Angel Tree has been set up.  Advent 

Wise men will be making another 

appearance around town. 

 

Property:   

Furnace filter was changed in the new 

addition.  Salt was put in the water 

softeners.  A new motion light will be 

installed above the basement 

entrance.   

To do list:  Replace the entrance signs 

on the church doors, repair the open 

ground on the parsonage outlets, fix 

lexan on bell tower cross and the bell 

tower roof needs a larger drain. 

 

Worship: 

A Christmas Eve choir is being 

planned. 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Business:   

United Building/Daycare discussion.  

The congregation met in a special 

voters meeting after church on 

October 30, 2022 and passed a 

motion to accept the United Lutheran 

Church building as a gift in order to 

turn it into a daycare.   The chairman 

has let the United Lutheran Church 

representative know and we are 

waiting to hear back on their decision. 

Update as of 11/10/22—The United 

Lutheran Church representative let us 

know that they have decided to sell 

the church building to one of its 

members instead of gifting it to St. 

Paul’s.  Therefore, council will look 

into other options regarding starting a 

daycare.  Nominating Committee will 

need to meet this month.  Budget 

Committee will need to ask for budget 

requests this month. 

 

New Business: 

The Annual Congregational Meeting 

date is set for January 15, 2023.  

There will be a luncheon after worship 

and the meeting will follow lunch in the 

Sanctuary.  Snow Date for the annual 

meeting will be January 22, 2023.  

Council will be asking members for 

Committee Appointments this month. 

 

 

continued on page 6………... 

COUNCIL MINUTES 



 

continued from page 5………. 
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COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

Adjournment:  Meeting was 

adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 

9:35pm.  The next meeting will be 

December 13th at 7:30pm.   

 

NEW ADDRESS 

Jerad & LiShanna Bredehoeft 

28030 W Cove Drive 

Lincoln, MO   65338 

 

John & Linda Turley 

Apartment 102 

1402 Liberty Park Blvd. 

Sedalia, MO   65301 

 

Jake & Rachel Vansel 

19797 Chmelir Road 

Ionia, MO   65335 

 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL HUNTERS 

The Cole Camp Food Pantry is once 

again participating in the Share of 

the Harvest program.  If you would 

like to donate your deer to the 

pantry, can do it in two easy steps. 

 

 

 

 

1.    Harvest a deer. 

2. Take your deer to Kemp’s 

Butchering, north of Sedalia.  

Please specify it is for the Cole 

Camp Food Pantry. 

 

That is it!!  Easy, right!  We will 

appreciate any deer you could 

provide.    Good Luck! 

Tom Oelrichs,  ····························· President  

Kelly Viebrock,  ······· Vice-President / Property 

Norma Schlesselman,  Treasurer/Stewardship 

Emily Kullman,  ··························· Secretary 

Melisa Balke,  ··························· Evangelism 

Darin Oelrichs,  ················· Parish Education 

Steve Oelrichs,  ·················· Worship & Music 

Don Harms,  ································· Property 

Scott Gerken,…………………………. Property 

Stephen Zeller,  ································ Pastor 
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SATURDAY CASUAL SERVICE 

Don't forget on those weeks that you 

have a Sunday morning 

commitment, Saturday 

worship begins at 5:30 pm 

and all are welcome! 

 

HEALTH SERVICES 

The Benton County Health 

Department will be here every 

Thursday from 8:00am until 

10:00am to assist you with 

your health needs. 

 

“ONE STITCH AT A TIME” 

The Sewing Group will 

meet on Monday, 

December 5th in the 

church basement at 

9:00am for their Christmas Party.  

They will not meet during the month of 

December.  Please check the different 

St. Paul’s communications for the next 

time they meet. 

 

AMBROSE 

Pastor Stephen will be 

offering communion at 

Ambrose Park on 

Thursday, December 

15th, at 3:00pm in their small dining 

room. All are welcome. 

 

 

 

COMING EVENTS! 
SUNBEAM

The Sunbeam Committee 

will meet on Wednesday, 

December 21st at 3:00pm.  Please 

turn in all articles no later than 

Monday, December 19th. 

 

SPECIAL ADVENT REFLECTIONS 

Pastor Stephen will offer a brief time 

of prayer and reflection each 

Thursday evening during Advent at 

7:00 pm on the church’s Facebook 

page. Tune in at 7:00 pm or come 

back later to watch the video that will 

remain online. 

 

Additionally, our annual 

Service of Hope and 

Healing will happen 

virtually on Thursday, 

December 22nd at 7:00 pm. This 

service is an invitation to pause, 

breathe, and pray before the arrival of 

Christmas. We will recognize the 

winter solstice (also known as the 

“longest night”) and lift up our prayers 

of grief and lament to the God who 

comes to us in the flesh in order to 

walk alongside of us. So, grab a 

candle, share this invitation with a 

friend, and join us for this virtual 

invitation to sit in the presence of God. 

 

 

 



 

Thank you for your service………….. 
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MILITARY 
 Lt. David M. Gardner 

 (son of Pam Balke) 

Public Affairs Officer 

USS Makin Island (LHDS) 

Unit 100222 Box 20 

FPO, AP   96672 

Chula Vista, CA   91915-1948 

 

Private Braydn Hood 

 (grandson of Connie Gerken) 

National Guard 

 

MSgt. Jason Ostberg 

     (son-in-law of Suzanne Lutjen) 

103 Salt Marsh Way 

Panama City, FL   32404 

 

 

 

 

Lt. Col. Ron Poe 

1780 Cedar Lane 

Sedalia, MO   65301 

 

Cpt. Joseph Strathman 

3930 Allure Lane 

Valdosta, GA   31602 

 

Sgt. Russell J. Wiedemann 

 (grandson of Cecelia Wiedemann) 

5970 North 11th Street 

Joint Base Lewis 

McCord, WA   98433 

 

Cpt. Wayne Wiedemann 

 (grandson of Cecelia Wiedemann) 

20 Daniel Lane 

Porterdale, GA   30014 

 

Pastor Stephen Zeller 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

205 West Jefferson Street 

P.O. Box 250 

Cole Camp, MO   65325 
 

 

660 - 668 - 3537 (church office) 

660 - 668 - 3446 (basement) 

660 - 668 - 3446 (fellowship hall) 

660 - 668 - 0881 (Pr. Stephen’s home) 

301 - 787 - 7993 (Pr. Stephen’s cell) 

Office Hours:   

  Tuesday 8:30am - 3:00pm 

  Wednesday 8:30am - 3:00pm 

  Thursday 8:30am - 12:00pm 

  Friday 8:30am - 12:00pm 

 

  StephenPZeller@gmail.com 

  E-Mail:  office@stpauls.me  

  Website:  www.stpauls.me 

 

   

OFFICE HOURS AND COMMUNICATION 
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Heavenly Father………….. 

Shirley Boose 

 (mother of Melisa Balke) 
 

Orlyn Brauer 
 

Annie Bright 
 

Jim Brown 
 

Lyle Browning 
 

Aureta Craighead 
 

Gerald Goodson 

 (uncle of Melisa Balke) 
 

Adam Gumbel 

 (son of Jim & Kim Gumbel) 
 

Karen Haase 

 (sister-in-law of Gene Beckman) 
 

Kathy Hallauer 
 

Bill Hampton 
 

Rebecca Heimsoth  

 (friend of Norma Schlesselman) 
 

Jeffery Jones 

 (son of Bonnie Bohling) 
 

Dieter Knowle 

 (brother of Kim Knowle-Zeller) 
 

Marlin  & Ruth Lackas 

        (sister & brother-in-law of Paul Fuelling) 
 

Marvin Logan 

 (brother of Gale Logan) 
 

Ronnie Logan  

 (brother of Gale Logan) 
 

Jeff Luetjen 

NEEDS YOUR PRAYERS 
Kyle Luetjen 
 

Jim Mehrens 

 (brother-in-law of Teresa Viebrock) 
 

Reagan Phillips 
 

Jackie Ross 

 (sister of Randy Healan) 
 

Dorothy Schroder 

 (friend of Debbie Vaughan) 
 

Kiley Simon  

 (friend of Jenna Nash) 
 

Alex Stevens  

 (friend of Tina Ives)  
 

Bill Talbot 

 (friend of Connie Gerken) 
 

Wanda Viebrock 
 

Family member of the  

Kreisels and Browns 

 

*Nursing Home* 

Vern Dean Bohling (Ambrose Park #4) 

Kathy Hallauer (Loving Arms #205) 

Irene Viebrock (Homebound) 

Luella Viebrock (GSCC #305) 

Marie Viebrock (GSCC #219) 

Florence VonHolten (GSCC #302) 

Cecelia Wiedemann (GSCC #310) 



 

A Time To Celebrate………………... 
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SPECIAL OCCASSIONS 
 BIRTHDAYS: 

12/1 Alexia Fields 

12/3 Wayne Hall 

12/4 Shirley Logan 

12/5 Dustin Warner 

12/8 Owen Rehmer 

12/9 Jared Bredehoeft 

12/9 Anne Goosen 

12/9 Kaylan Poe 

12/9 Kayla Sangster 

12/10 Gannon Elliott 

12/11 Dan Cronin 

12/11 Willamina Flude 

12/11 Andrea Johnson 

12/13 Shari Farrington 

12/13 Vickie Fox 

12/14 Frank Kreisel 

12/15 Hunter Anderson 

12/15 Bryan Schlesselman 

12/16 Dale Bauer 

12/16 Virgil Holston 

12/17 Jaxen Daily 

12/18 Tom Oelrichs 

12/21 Connie Bauer 

12/21 Reid Goosen 

12/21 Jenna Nash 

12/25 Chad Balke 

12/26 Andy Brauer 

12/27 Alisa Schlesselman 

12/28 Scott Gerken 

12/28 Cash McCameron 

12/28 Milton VonHolten 

12/29 Layne Keith 

12/30 Jim Gumbel 

12/30 Brandon Ives 

12/30 Dee Rehmer 

12/31 Shirley Cash 

12/31 Bryan VonHolten 

BAPTISMS: 

12/1 Shirley Bergeson 

12/1 Kenneth Holland 

12/2 Wanda Viebrock 

12/3 Isaac Zeller 

12/6 Eugene Oelrichs 

12/8 Marcy Cash 

12/9 Lexi Goyette 

12/9 Kathy Harms 

12/10 Stacy Viebrock 

12/11 Cathy Bailey 

12/12 Kristin Ackerman 

12/12 Dara Osoego 

12/14 Arlene Schlesselman 

12/16 Harley Balke 

12/16 Dennis Moellmann 

12/17 David Bauer 

12/18 Randy Schlesselman 

12/18 Rhett Strathman 

12/18 Heather Vanderlinden 

12/18 Nathan Vanderlinden 

12/19 Blake Kreisel 

12/20 Fabian Sangster 

12/21 Stephanie Randall 

12/22 Shari Farrington 

12/22 Tristan Fox 

12/22 Mae Strathman 

12/23 Anthony Kreisel 

12/24 Ruby Sangster 

12/25 Sam Cash 

12/27 Haylea Heimsoth 

12/29 Mara Herman 

12/29 Reganne Poe 

12/30 Chase Moellman 

12/31 Christina Donnell 
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A Time To Celebrate………………... 

SPECIAL OCCASSIONS 
 12/2 Kyle & Susan Smith ······························································· 22 

12/13 Jack & Helen Tatum ······························································· 63 

12/17 Jordan & Emily Kyle ······························································· 11 

12/20 Paul Kelly & Sandy Schlesselman ············································ 36 

12/28 Dustin & Amanda Bartlett ························································ 20 

12/29 Kash & Victoria Kruep ···························································· 04 

12/29 Robert & Sharel Wienberg ······················································· 59 

 

 

 

Wishing you hope, love, peace and 
joy during this blessed season of 
Advent and Christmas.  

 
Pastor Stephen  

and Shirley  

SAVE THE DATE! 

The Annual Meeting is right around the corner.  It will be held on 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 at 12:15pm after a meal of soup & chili.  

Please turn in your reports as soon as possible! 



Come! Worship at St. Paul's 
 

Every Saturday Evening 

5:30 P.M. - Casual Worship  

+ + + + + + +  

Every Sunday Morning 

10:00 A.M. - Worship 

 

You can also find our worship services 

online, or call us to receive a DVD copy: 

 

www.facebook.com/StPaulsColeCamp 

www.youtube.com/StPaulsColeCamp 

 

 
 

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church 

205 West Jefferson Street 

P.O. Box 250 

Cole Camp, Missouri 65325  
 

Phone: 660-668-3537 

Website:  www.stpauls.me 

E-mail:  office@stpauls.me 
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PERMIT NO. 4 

 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 

Second Sunday in Advent 

Holy Communion at the Altar 

 

Sunday, December 11, 2022 

Third Sunday in Advent 

Holy Communion by Stations 

 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Holy Communion by Stations 

 

Saturday, December 24, 2022 

Christmas Eve 

Holy Communion by Stations 

 

Sunday, December 25, 2022 

Christmas Day 

Holy Communion at the Altar 

 

St. Paul’s Mission Statement 
 

“BEING TRANSFORMED BY GOD’S  
GRACE TO LOVE AND SERVE.” 
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