Advent Series: Week 1

'

Is faith holding out

its hand in the dark. .

Faith & Hope

Romans 5:1-5; Luke 1
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Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a King

Born to reign in us forever,
nhow thy gracious kKingdom bring.
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1 Peter 1:4b-5

... an 1mheritance incorruptible and
undefiled and unfading, reserved in
heaven for [us], who by the power
of God are being kept through faith
for salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time.




1 Peter 1:13

Theretfore girding up the loins of
your mind, being watchful to the
end, hope 1n the grace that 1s to be
brought to you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ.
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Malachi 5:13

Behold, I will send you Eljjah the
prophet before the coming of the
oreat and dreadful day of the Lord.
And he will turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the
hearts of the children to their
fathers, lest I come and strike the
earth with a curse.”
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Luke 1:13, 16-17

But the angel said to him, “Do not be
afraid, Zacharnias, for your prayer 1s heard;
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a
son, and you shall call his name John. . . .
And he will turn many of the children of
Israel to the Lord their God. He will also
g0 before Him 1n the spirit and power of
Elyjah, “to turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children,’ and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.”
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Luke 1:6

righteous before God, walking 1n
all the commandments and

ordinances of the Lord blameless,
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an old man, and my wife 1s well
advanced 1n years.”
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Behold, you will be mute . . .
because you did not believe my

words which will be fulfilled in
their own time.”
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Luke 1:20

Behold, you will be mute . . .

because vou did not believe my
words which will be fulfilled 1n
their own time.”

Luke 1:38

Then Mary said, “Behold the
maidservant of the Lord! Let 1t be
to me according to your word.”




Luke 1:5-6

There was . . . a certain priest
named Zacharias, of the division
of Abyjah. His wite was of the
daughters of Aaron, and her
name was Elizabeth. And they were
both righteous before God, walking
1n all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blameless.
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Luke 1:7b

they had no child, because
Elizabeth was barren, and they

were both well advanced 1n years.




Acts 14:22b

We must through

many tribulations
enter the kingdom of God.
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M CRHEE]

Your praver 1s heard and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son!
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* Personal trials:
Elizabeth was barren
He was childless
They were old
o Spiritual trial:
Apparent spiritual ineffectiveness







Truths to believe




Luke 1:14

And you will have joy and gladness,
and many will rejoice at his birth.




Luke 1:14

And you will have joy and gladness,
and many will rejoice at his birth.




Luke 1:14

And you will have joy and gladness,
and many will rejoice at his birth.




Luke 1:25

Thus the Lord has dealt with me, 1n
the days when He looked
on me, to take away
my reproach among people.
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loud voice and said, “Blessed are

you among women, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb!”
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Truths to believe

* Personal truth: great joy!
o Spiritual truth: a godly son!




3 John 1:4

I have no greater joy than to hear
that my children walk 1n truth.




M CRHEE

He will be great 1n the sight of the Lord . . .
filled with the Holy Spirit even from his
mother’s womb.
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born of women there has not risen

one greater than John the Baptist;
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Truths to believe

* Personal truth: great joy!
o Spiritual truth: a godly son!

Truths for us to believe
e Godis near




Matthew 28:20b

Lo, I am with you always, even to
the end of the age!




Hebrews 13:5b

“I will never leave you nor forsake

29

you.




Psalm 34:18b

The Lord is near to those who have
a broken heart.




Romans 8:26b

the Spirit Himself makes
intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered.
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Truths to believe

* Personal truth: great joy!
o Spiritual truth: a godly son!
Truths for us to believe

e God is near
e God always hears
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have 1n Him, that 1f we ask
anything according to His will,
He hears us.
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Now this 1s the confidence that we
have 1n Him, that 1f we ask
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Habakkuk 3:17-18

Though the fig tree may not
blossom, nor fruit be on the vines;
though the labor of the olive may

fail, and the fields yield no food;

though the flock may be cut off
from the fold, and there be no herd
~=1n the stalls—yet I will rejoice 1n

the Lord, I will joy 1n the God of
my salvation.




Truths to believe

* Personal truth: great joy!
o Spiritual truth: a godly son!

Truths for us to believe

 God is near
e God always hears







Testimonies of confident hope to share




Luke 1:42b-45

“Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb! But
why is this granted to me, that the
mother of my Lord should come to
me? For indeed, as soon as the voice of
your greeting sounded 1n my ears, the
babe leaped in my womb for
joy. Blessed is she who believed, for
there will be a fulfillment of those things
which were told her from the Lord.”
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Luke 1:49

He who 1s mighty has done great
things for me, and holy 1s His name!
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Testimonies of confident hope to share

e Elizabeth: Jesus is God!
 Mary: God is holy & good!




Luke 1:68-69a

Blessed is the Lord God of Israel,
for He has visited and redeemed His
people, and raised up a horn of
salvation for us. ..




Luke 1:77b-79

By the remission of theirs sin,
through the tender mercy of our
God, with which the Dayspring

from on high has visited us; to give
light to those who sit 1n darkness
and the shadow of death, to guide

-~ our feet into the way of peace.
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Testimonies of confident hope to share

e Elizabeth: Jesus is God!
 Mary: God is holy & good!
e /Zacharias: God will save!
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Therefore, having been justified by
faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,

through whom also we have access

by faith into this grace 1n which we
stand, and rejoice 1n hope of the
glory of God.
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Faith & Hope

Luke 1; Romans 5:1-5




