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  We are called to share Jesus in creative and intentional ways, through: Connecting with 

God and His Church, Growing in Faith and Love, and Serving Our Community and World. 

TheConnection 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

SomeƟmes a "thank you" seems so inadequate to express the depth of graƟtude someone 
feels.  Seeing 1,553 Shoeboxes on the stage on the weekend of November 20 was one of those 
Ɵmes.  There is no "thank you" big enough to cover the depth of love you showed for God and 
for people represented by your support of OperaƟon Christmas Child.  You gave of your money, 
your Ɵme, your talents, and your prayers and the results of your giving will have eternal effects 
on thousands of His children, young and old, around the world.  So, for lack of words with deep-
er meaning, I can only offer a simple thank you.  You are a blessing.          
                                                                                                                                          ―Ann Stoker                                                                                                              

1553 Shoeboxes were Filled and Sent this Year! 



 

 
Casey and I have always tried to involve our children in prayer as much as we can. We have a normal family 
prayer we say at the dinner table, but we try to have James start it whenever he's willing (Charley isn't quite 
ready yet). Usually this means singing the doxology (which is a risk, because James can pick some really 
difficult keys!) but someƟmes it involves James making up a prayer of his own. A few days ago James said a 
prayer that really surprised everyone at the table. He said, 
  

"Dear Father, 
Thank you for our blessings. 

Help us when we're sick. 
Put mud on our eyes when we're blind. 

In Jesus' name, Amen." 
  
Now for context: earlier in the day, James had asked me how Jesus healed people, and I told him that Jesus 
did it lots of different ways--he even spit in the dirt to make mud and put it on the eyes of a blind man! 
(John 9:6) Evidently that story stuck in James' mind, and so he menƟoned it in his prayer. 
  
Here's what I love about having a 3-year-old pray: I certainly know more about that story than James does--
but I would never think to turn it into a prayer at the dinner table. I would never think to ask God to heal 
me when I'm blind. See, my preschool-aged son assumed that blindness is something that happens to all of 
us, and that when it does we need Jesus to heal us. And he is absolutely right. 
  
Human beings have terrible spiritual eyesight. We are conƟnually developing sight issues: nearsightedness, 
farsightedness, cataracts, glaucoma. We get focused on ourselves and our own problems, we become blind 
to the needs of others, we get obsessed with far-away issues and can't see the needs right in front of us. 
Our problems loom too large in our vision and we forget that God is bigger. And we constantly need Jesus 
to put mud on our eyes and cure our blindness so we can see the truth. 
  
The Christmas Season is a great Ɵme to get your vision checked out. Contrary to popular belief, the values 
of Christmas are not restricted to one month of the year. Hope, peace, joy and love are supposed to reign 
every day of the year. That's the whole reason the child was born in the first place! The peace, good will, 
and generosity that we feel and express this month are meant to be our normal way of living as Christ's 
people. If we're really seeing the world the way God wants us to see it, then the Christmas season shouldn't 
be any different from the rest of the year. 
  
So let me encourage you to do a self-assessment of your spiritual vision (as I will be doing myself). When you 
look around, do you see hope? Do you work for peace? Do you feel joy? Do you love others? Do you see the 
"Christmas Spirit" (really, the Kingdom of God) all year round? None of us do--not 365 days a year. But each 
year, with the help of Jesus, we can do better. So as we head into 2023, this is my prayer for all of us: 
  

"Dear Father, 
Thank you for our blessings. 

Help us when we're sick. 
Put mud on our eyes when we're blind. 

In Jesus' name, Amen." 



―Rachel 

 
About Hope! 

 
Hope is a funny thing. As believers we hope in Jesus, and we hope through Jesus. We rely on and trust in His 
words, and His promises―the things we cannot see or the things that have not yet come to fruition. 
 
The biggest hope, the real foundaƟon of our hope, is what is declared in the New Testament: the coming of Je-
sus and the great joy of being with Him forever. 
 
But there are so many other hopes. The transient hopes of this life are things we wish will happen, or that we 
are praying for versus the confident, assured hope we have in Jesus’ return. These are the hopes that come to 
us in the day-to-day, year-to-year sorrows and dreams, struggles and victories. We hope for salvaƟon for 
friends and family that don’t know Christ, we hope for freedom from addicƟons and sinful habits for ourselves 
and others, we hope for dream jobs and dream vacaƟons, we hope to hold babies, or to find Mr./Ms. Right. We 
hope for more joy, for less stress, for bigger paychecks, for places to call our own, for deeper friendships, or for 
more quiet Ɵme. 
 
We spend a lot of Ɵme hoping, as humans. None of the things in the list above are bad things, but some of 
those hopes are inherently good and godly, and others have the potenƟal to become disordered, and lead us 
away from God. But how do we discern what hopes to cling to, and what do we do with hopes that could go 
either way? 
 
I am single, and I have a lot of single girlfriends that are in their 30s. Faithful women, devoted to the Lord. I have 
listened to a lot of crying over being single. I have listened to some desperate prayers, asking God to take away 
their desire for a spouse or to provide one. The hope for a Godly man to appear is confusing, and distressing. 
They cling to the Lord, but the hope does not go away. Sometimes this is because of well-intentioned but mis-
guided fellow believers, who have taught them to expect that a faithful woman will be rewarded with a faithful 
husband, or insisted that spiritual maturity only occurs in marriage. 
 
SomeƟmes this is because the desire for a spouse has become an idol, or an obsession, and the woman is con-
vinced that the richness of life will only be found in that desire. Other Ɵmes I see that same marital hope drive a 
friend deeper into the arms of Jesus, trusƟng Him to be their provider, and their comforter, and their source of 
deepest companionship. OŌen, it’s a complicated mixed bag of all that I just menƟoned and more. 
 
As believers, we live alongside the hopes of one another. The way we allow Christ to shape our hopes, and the 
way we speak into the hopes of our community, affect who we become as a church, and the way we show the 
kingdom to others. I have sat in so many Bible studies and prayer groups and meeƟngs throughout the years 
where someone confesses a disordered hope, and people encourage it. Or someone vulnerably shares a hope 
and people squash it. I have no doubt that I have been guilty of both of those things. As complicated humans, 
who so oŌen get things wrong, how do we discern well with others which hopes should be conƟnually brought 
before the Lord, and which hopes need to be let go of? 
 
We first follow in the tenderness of our shepherd, hearing the hearts 
and hopes of those around us. We then join them in meeƟng with God 
in prayer―seƫng the desire before Him, asking for His will or we speak 
with them gently, providing wisdom from His word. We remember that 
we can’t promise others healing, or homes, or babies, but we can prom-
ise them the real hope of the everlasƟng Jesus. While other hopes mate-
rialized might disappoint, the King of Kings will always be who He says 
He is and will always fulfill His promises to us. 
 
Consider opening your Bible and meditaƟng on Isaiah 40. What wisdom 
does God offer you in ordering your hopes around him and gently, lov-
ingly, inviƟng others to do the same? 
 
May you be blessed by your hope in Him this holiday season. 
 
 



    
  

 

 
 
 

Marian Ratzlaff passed away and went home 
to the Lord on November 18, 2022. A Memorial 
Service will be held at Turner Christian Church 
on Saturday, December 10th at 2:00 pm. 

    
 

 

    
 
    

    
Many thanks to Ann Stoker, (along with her 
family, associates at OperaƟon Christmas 
Child, TCC and other congregaƟons) for her 
leadership and passion in packing and sending 
1553 Shoeboxes to children overseas, filled 
with giŌs, love and the Gospel message!  

 The congregaƟon will be asked to approve 
new congregaƟonal leadership and the 
church budget for 2023.  LeƩers have been 
sent out to members with informaƟon about 
the candidates and proposed budget. If you 
have not received this informaƟon, please 
contact the church office. 

 
   

We Invite All Ladies to Join Us  
for Fun, Fellowship and Prayer! 

       
We will watch the movie “A Man Called Ove.”   
    

Ove is the quintessential angry old man next 
door. An isolated retiree with a short fuse, 
who spends his days enforcing block associa-
tion rules that only he cares about, and visit-
ing his wife's grave, Ove has given up on life. 
After a boisterous young family moves in next 
door and accidentally flattens Ove's mailbox, 
an unlikely friendship forms.  
 
AŌer the movie we will share in a Ɵme of 
prayer for our church and community.  Invite 
a friend to come with you and bring a snack 
to share! 

Ladies 
Movie & Prayer  

Night! 
 

Friday, December 2nd 



December 2022                          

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
Music & AV 

Teams—9:30 am 
 
 
 
 

Cub Scouts 
6:30 pm 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

Ladies Movie  
& Prayer Night 

6:30 pm 

3 
Missions Team 
MeeƟng—9 am 

       
   

Family Ministry 
Volunteer  

Christmas Party 
6:00-7:30 pm 

4 
   9:00 Sunday Clas-

ses 
10:30 Worship 
Bldg & Online 

 
 

        

Youth Group,  
Kids Club  & 

Parents Group 

5 
   Men’s Discussion 
Group—8:00 am 

    

Food Bank 
9:00-11:30 am 

   

Staff Mtg - 10 am 
   

Drama Team 
6:30 pm 

6 
Zoom Small Group 

9:00 am— 
Gary Tiffin 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

Elders Mtg—6pm 
CCHOA—6pm 

7 
         
 
   

Ladies Bible 
Study—6pm 

   

  Adult Sermon-
Based Study-6pm 

 
 

8 
Music & AV 

Teams—9:30 am 
     
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
Cub Scouts 

6:30 pm 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00-7:30 pm 

10 
 
 
Marian Ratzlaff 

Memorial Service 
2:00 pm 

11 

9:00 Sunday Classes 
10:30 Worship 
Bldg & Online 

Annual Cong Mtg 
    

Board Mtg 4:30 pm 
       

  Youth Group & 
Parents Group 

6:00 pm 

12 
   Men’s Discussion 
Group—8:00 am 

    

Food Bank 
9:00-11:30 am 

   

Staff Mtg - 10 am 
   

 
 

13 
Zoom Small Group 

9:00 am— 
Gary Tiffin 

     

 
   

 
 

14 
     

Ladies Bible 
Study—6pm 

   

  Adult Sermon-
Based Study-6pm 

   

Preschool Movie 
Night— 

15 
  Music & AV 

Teams—9:30 am 
     
 
 
 

   
 

Cub Scouts 
6:30 pm 

16 
 
 
 
        
   
 
 

17 
 
 

18 
10:30 Worship 
Bldg & Online 

   

 

Blue Christmas 
Service– 3pm 

 
 

  Youth Group 
6:00 pm 

19 
Men’s Discussion 
Group—8:00 am 

       

Food Bank 
9:00-11:30 am 

   

Staff Mtg - 10 am 
    
    

Y.I.T. Mtg—3:30 pm 
  

Drama Team-6:30pm 

20 
Zoom Small Group 

9:00 am— 
Gary Tiffin 

     
   

 
 

Camelides 4-H 
6:30 pm 

21 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
      

   
   

22 
Music & AV 

Teams—9:30 am 
 
 
 
 
   
 

   
 

23 
 
   
 

   
 
   
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3:00 & 6:00 pm 

25 
10:30 Worship 
Bldg & Online 

   

    
 
 
 
 

 
 

26 
Church Office 

And  
Food Bank 

Closed 
   

 

27 
Zoom Small Group 

9:00 am— 
Gary Tiffin 

     
   

 
   
 

28 
 
 
   
 
        
 
 
 
 

   

29 
Music & AV 

Teams—9:30 am 

30 31 

       

Green—Online MeeƟngs 
Black-MeeƟng in Building 

Wishing You a Blessed Christ�as  
       

as we celebrate God’s love and the g¢eat gif¥  
He gave us on that first Christ�as Day!  



 

    

Office Hours:                                                                       Call us:                                                 Look us up at: 
Monday—Thursday: 8:00am—2:00pm                          503-743-2119                                     www.TurnerChrisƟanChurch.com                                                           
Friday: 8:00am—11:00 am                                                                                                              Facebook:/turnerchrisƟan/OR                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                              Faithlife.com/turnercc       
Staff 
MaƩhew Holmes….……Senior Minister—maƩ@turnerchrisƟanchurch.com                         Sunday Morning Schedule 
Rachel White….…..Associate Minister—rachel@turnerchrisƟanchurch.com                         Adult Bible Classes at 9:00 am                                      
Jules Roberto………..Preschool Director—jules@turnerchrisƟanchurch.com                         Worship Service at 10:30 am                                          
Jerry Sygney……..Office Administrator—office@turnerchrisƟanchurch.com                         Online Worship at 10:30 am                                          
                                                                                                                                                              TRH Live Stream at 10:30 am 
 

Christ�as at Tur�er Christian Church 
 

A Night in Bethlehem 
Friday, December 9th • 6:00—7:30 pm 

Join us for an amazing night in Bethlehem! Kids and their families will explore the city at the  
Ɵme of Jesus’ birth. Through hands-on experiences they’ll find out about the most  

important baby ever―and learn that Jesus came to save us. 
   

Blue Christmas Service 
Sunday, December 18th  • 3:00 pm 

This is a special Christmas service for those who have a difficult Ɵme feeling joyful this season.  
If you have undergone a difficult loss, transiƟon, or life change, the church cares 

about you and invites you to a special Ɵme of worship and encouragement.  
   

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
Saturday, December 24th 

3:00 pm and 6:00 pm 
 

Christmas Day Worship Service 
Sunday, December 25th 

10:30 am 
 
 

*Nursery Care Provided at all Services 


