
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Crossing the Corinth Canal  
     (completed in 1893) on the  
    way from Athens to Corinth. 
 

 
Paul’s early days in Corinth – Acts 18:1-4 
When Paul arrived in the city, he was on his own (his colleagues would re-join him later) and so he set out to 
support himself and his ministry by going back to his tent-making roots. Luke records (18:2-3) that Paul soon 
connected with Aquila and his wife, Priscilla, who had been forced to leave Rome by Emperor Claudius. They, 
too, were tentmakers and Paul quickly established a good connection with them. He also stayed with them. 
 

As was his custom, Paul also continued to meet with the Jews in the synagogue in Corinth every Sabbath day. 
 

Paul was a tentmaker and a preacher. How is God calling you to work hard and be involved in 
ministry? How can the two be held in a proper, and beneficial, balance? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How can your place of employment/study be a place of faithful witness? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The team reunited – Acts 18:5 
Luke tells us that Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia (they had stayed on at Thessalonica) and 
joined up again with Paul. (Luke may, also, have been with them?)  
Look at verse 5…what was the significant benefit of their arrival? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We are told in 1 Thessalonians 3 that Silas and Timothy brought encouraging news from the churches; and, 
also, in Philippians 4:14-16 and 2 Corinthians 11:7-9 we see reference to a monetary gift being sent from 
the church in Philippi to support the work of Paul’s missionary efforts. How encouraging and freeing this was! 

Message #42 

“CASE DISMISSED - PAUL IN CORINTH” 
(Acts 18:1-17) 

 

 

Background: 

The grand city of Corinth lay some 90 miles west of Athens. At the time of 

Paul’s journey, the two cities were in marked contrast. 

Athens, in steady decline from its former glory, had a population of only 

about 15,000 people. Corinth numbered about 250,000 inhabitants. 

Athens was still very much an intellectual and philosophical centre, 

whereas Corinth was a bustling centre of trade and commerce. 

And, Corinth had the dubious reputation of being a centre for immorality 

and corruption. 

In 146BC, Corinth was completely destroyed by the Romans then, 100 

years later, it was rebuilt as a Roman city under Julius Caesar. It quickly 

regained the prosperity it had previously enjoyed. 

The letters of 1 and 2 Corinthians provide more context for Paul’s ministry 

detailed here in Acts 18. One of Paul’s great concerns with this city was its 

“worship” of immorality…Corinth was dedicated to the Greek goddess, 

Aphrodite (the goddess of love). But this “love” was viewed and practiced 

as any form of sexual immorality and perversion. This is important to note 

for understanding Paul’s ministry in Corinth. 



Paul moving on from the Jews to focus on the Gentiles – Acts 18:6-8 
Paul spent his Sabbath days at the synagogue reasoning with the Jews. However, they were offended by his 
message about Jesus as the Messiah and were abusive to him. So, he went all “old testament prophet” on 
them in a dramatic gesture (vs 6) and declared that he was going to stop wasting his time on them. 
 
Are clever, intellectual, even religious people are harder to reach with the gospel than others? Why? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you think there are times when we have to “move on” from trying to share the gospel with some 
people who refuse to listen or respond? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
We are told that Crispus (head of the synagogue), his whole household and many other Corinthians believed 
and were baptised. This was a period of very fruitful ministry in this pagan city. Yet not everything was good…. 
 

Paul was in need of divine encouragement – Acts 18: 9-10 
Paul probably arrived in Corinth in a pretty bad shape. He had suffered  
rejection, persecution, beatings, been driven out of cities…he had to  
keep moving because of opposition. Things were going well in ministry,  
but not with him personally. Paul was discouraged.  
But God spoke words of encouragement to him in a vision at night. 
1. COMFORT – “Do not be afraid.” 
2. COMMAND – “Keep on speaking. Don’t be silent!” 
3. COMPANIONSHIP – “For I am with you.” 
4. COMMUNITY – “For I have many people in this city.” 
 

If you were Paul, how would you have felt when you received the Lord’s message in verses 9-10? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you ever felt discouraged as you have sought to serve the Lord? How was that resolved? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How can the words of the Lord to Paul, in his time of discouragement, help you today? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Paul responded by staying in Corinth and continuing to preach and proclaim the gospel for about 18 months. 
 
Case Dismissed! – Acts 18:12-17 
However, in this time, Paul continually met opposition from the Jews of Corinth. Finally, when Gallio became 
the Roman proconsul of the region, the Jews formed a plan to get rid of Paul once and for all. They brought 
Paul before Gallio at the “place of judgement” (the Bema seat) on some trumped-up charges (12-13). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   The Corinthian Bema. 

 

 

Ancient Roman sources indicate that Gallio was a fair and well-regarded 

administrator….and he wasn’t about to be fooled by this Jewish manipulation.  

Gallio quickly dismissed the case and threw it back at the Jews…which resulted 

in Sosthenes (the successor to Crispus as synagogue leader) being beaten by 

the crowd…and Gallio was quite unconcerned (18:17)! 

So, here we have God sovereignly fulfilling His promise to Paul. 

Later on, when writing to the Corinthians (2 Cor.12:9), Paul was able to relate 

another time when God encouraged him with the words…. “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in your weakness.” 

How do those words encourage you today? In what ways do you need to 

rely on God’s grace and strength. 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 


