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Wik If it is uncomfortable for you to stand where indicated, please feel free Wik
20\ to remain seated. The congregation responds where it is bold print. Zh\

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Christmas Proclamation

Many ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth and then
formed man and woman in his own image; long after the great flood, when God
made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the covenant; twenty-one centuries from
the time the promise was given to Abraham and Sarah; thirteen centuries after
Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt and Miriam danced in freedom; eleven
hundred years from the time of Ruth and the judges; one thousand years from the
anointing of David as king, in fulfillment of the times and years and months and days
discerned by the prophets; in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; the
seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the city of Rome; the
forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; while the whole world enjoyed a
span of peace, Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to
sanctify the world by his most merciful coming, being conceived by the Holy Spirit
and nine months of growth in the womb of his mother — now in our own times is the
nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh.

please stand in body or spirit
Opening Hymn “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” #275

Greeting
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Christ Candle Based on Psalm 98
Sing to God something brand new!

For God has done wonderful things!

God has not forgotten to love us all!

Even the ends of the earth have heard!

Make a joyful noise!

Break forth in song!

With strings and horns,

sing praise to the Holy One!



With the roaring sea and everything in it!

With all the land and everything in it!

The floods clap their hands.

The hills sing for joy.

Thank God! God is coming to set everything right:
Justice for everyone, everything fair.

Sing to God something brand new!

For God has done wonderful things!

Hymn of Praise “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” #276

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.......... All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into
our world has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness,
and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

please be seated

First Reading Isaiah 62:6 - 12
®Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night they
shall never be silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest, ‘and give him no rest
until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the earth. ®The
LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: I will not again give your
grain to be food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which
you have labored; °but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LorD, and those
who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts. °Go through, go through the gates,
prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift
up an ensign over the peoples. 'The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion, “See, your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him.” ?They shall be called, “The Holy People, The Redeemed of
the LorD"; and you shall be called, “Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.”

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.



Psalm 97

'The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the isles be glad.

’Clouds and darkness surround the Lorp, righteousness and justice are the
foundations of God'’s throne.

*Fire goes before the LORD, burning up enemies on every side.

“Lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.

°The mountains melt like wax before the Lord of all the earth.

“The heavens declare your righteousness, O LorD, and all the peoples see
your glory.

’Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! Bow down
before the LoRD, all you gods.

“Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, because of your
judgments, O LORD.

°For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all
gods.

'“You who love the LoRrD, hate evil! God guards the lives of the saints and
rescues them from the hand of the wicked.

'Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart.

’Rejoice in the LoRD, you righteous, and give thanks to God’s holy name.

Second Reading Titus 3:4 -7
*When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, *he saved us,
not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his
mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. ®This Spirit he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, “so that, having been
justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

please stand in body or spirit
Gospel Acclamation “Love Has Come” #292 vs. 1

Gospel Luke 2:1 - 20
The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2nd chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord

'Tn those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. “This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. >All went to their own towns to be registered. “Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. "He went to be



registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
*While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. "And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. °In that region there were
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. “Then an angel
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. '°But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: *'to you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. **This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” *And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” ‘°So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. *’When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; **and all who heard it were amazed
at what the shepherds told them. °But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. *The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.

please be seated
Sermon Pastor Stephen Zeller

please stand in body or spirit
Hymn of the Day “Angels We Have Heard on High” #289

Prayers of Intercession
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer.

Sharing The Peace
The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

please be seated

Offering



please stand in body or spirit
Offertory “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” #272vs. 1 &4

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.......... God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of
celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace
upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Hear, O Lord, the prayer you taught us to pray.......... Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

please be seated

HOLY COMMUNION at the Altar

All who believe that Jesus is present in the Bread and the Wine
and has the power to forgive are welcome to commune.
Red wine or white grape juice is available.

Our first table for Holy Communion this morning will be for those who do
! not wish to climb the stairs. Please watch for direction from the ushers.



Communion Hymns
“What Child is This” #296
"It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” #282

please stand in body or spirit

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray.......... God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace,
truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your
peace. Make us shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Blessing
May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you peace

this Christmas and always. Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” #288

Dismissal

Glory to God in the highest!

And peace to God'’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior!
Thanks be to God!

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved.



"CHRIST IS OUR LIGHT"

Welcome: Welcome, one and all, to this holy celebration of
God’s coming among us as a human being. Merry Christmas!

We invite everyone to enjoy coffee, snacks and fellowship
before worship in the Gathering Space. Please join us!

In Our Prayers: “Unspoken prayer concerns” Huth Schlesselman, Orlyn year

Brauer, Judy Smith, Mary Haluptzok, Gordon Ives and Kyle Luetjen. Proal;fir :

Kathy Regekr, Kayla Wasson (family of Diane Banks), Bill Talbot (friend of Connie &}
Gerken), Shirley Boose (mother of Melisa Balke), Annie Bright, Family member ¢
of the Kreisels and Browns, Kiley Simon (friend of Jenna Nash), Dorothy 'l,\.
Schroder (friend of Debbie Vaughan), Karen Haase (sister-in-law of Gene Beckman), Jackie
Ross (sister of Randy Healan), Rebecca Heimsoth (friend of Norma Schlesselman), Gerald
Goodson (uncle of Melisa Balke), Ronnie Logan (brother of Gale Logan), Marvin Logan
(brother of Gale Logan), Marlin & Ruth Lackas (sister & brother-in-law of Paul Fuelling), Reagan
Phillips, Bill Hampton, Alex Stevens (friend of Tina Ives), Jeffery Jones (son of Bonnie
Bohling) and Adam Gumbel (son of Jim & Kim Gumbel).

Tree .
. Decoratin,

o\ & ZY Nursing Home: Vern Dean Bohling: Ambrose. Luella Viebrock, Marie
"fg\ﬁ{ Viebrock, Florence VonHolten & Cecelia Wiedemann: GSCC. Kathy Hallauer:
’ & Loving Arms. Orlyn Brauer: Fair View. Irene Viebrock: Homebound.

Military: Please keep all those who have served our country
past and present in your prayers, especially: ENS David M. Gardner (son
of Pam Balke), Private Bradyn Hood (grandson of Connie Gerken), MSgt. Jason CHRISTTS CARDS
Ostberg (son-in-law of Suzanne Lutjen) Lt. Col. Ron Poe, Cpt. Joseph °
Strathman, Sgt. Russell J. Wiedemann (grandson of Cecelia Wiedemann) and Cpt. Wayne
Wiedemann (grandson of Cecelia Wiedemann).

Prayers: If you would like your name added or removed from the
. prayer list, please contact the church office at 668-3537.

N eu( A }’mt;zr"



Health Care: The Benton County Health Department will be here on
Thursday, December 29th from 8:00am until 10:00am to help you with your |- &=
health care needs. L

N WELCA Thankoffering Boxes: Ladies, the Thankoffering boxes will

)» be collected throughout the month of December. If you have misplaced

“M your box, there are a few at each usher's stand. Your offering can be

7 left at each usher's stand. All collected offerings will be sent to the

Women of the ELCA church-wide for their various ministries. Count your blessings,
be Thankful!!

2023 Secret Sisters: The Advent season brings "Secret Sister" o
happenings! First - It is the time for the 2022 Secret Sisters to reveal (%r ééc RN
their identity to their Secret Sisters for the past year. Second - It is also %/ sister//=/
time to sign up for the 2023 Secret Sisters. A sign-up sheet can be found zaEE
at each usher stand; together with a Secret Sister Inventory Sheet. This
inventory gives your Secret Sister information about your "favorites" to make your
year together a bit easier. Any questions, contact Janice.

Epiphany Worship: Worship for the first weekend following

-+, Christmas will take the form of A Service of Lessons & Carols for
MEpiphany on Sunday, January 1st, at 10:00 am. There will be no
Saturday Casual Worship service on December 31st, nor will there be Sunday School
or Confirmation classes on January 1st. .

Council: Council will meet on Tuesday, January 10th at 7:30pm.

ouncil

\/\/Omenoﬁhe WELCA: Women of the ELCA will have their quarterly meeting on
Ech@ Wednesday, January 11th at 7:00pm.



Annual Meeting: It is time to regroup and find out where
we have been in 2022 and where we want to be 2023. Come and (%
spend time with us on Sunday, January 15th. We will begin with /%

)

| o= 2/ A
Sunday School Class at 9:00am. Then worship will begin at Annual Meeting
10:00am. After worship we will enjoy a soup and chili lunch together, stretch our
legs and then gather at 12:15pm in the sanctuary for the annual meeting.

Do you have reports that you would like to include in the Annual Report? Please
submit them to the church office by Tuesday, January 3rd.

. - - [ ] 1
Women-s Save-the-Date: Womens' Retreat, Saturday, February 4th

retreqt (Heit's Point). Come join for a half day with women of all ages and
any friends. We'll have sign ups soon. Any questions see Pr. Kim.

A *
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THis WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S

Sunday, December 25: 10:00am Christmas Worship Service

Holy Communion at the Altar
Thursday, December 29: 8:00am BCHD
Saturday, December 31: No Casual Worship
Sunday, January 1: 10:00am Worship Service

Lesson and Carols

January 11
January 15

............................................................. WELCA Quarterly Meeting
.......................................................................... Annual Meeting




Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Ministers ............................................................. The Whole Congregation
Presiding Minister .................................................... Pastor Stephen Ze”er
organist ............................................................................ LOIS VlebFOCk
Pianist ...................................................................... Jeannette VonHolten
Altar Guild ............................................... Kathy Oe|r|ChS & Sharel Wlenberg

Assisting Minister ............................................................... Tom Oelrlchs
Communion Assistant ~-----rrorrrreereeeee Glenalee Dillon & Norma Schlesselman
Reader ............................................................................... Shirley Cash
Childrenls Sermon ............................................... Pastor Klm Knowle_ze”er
Acolytes ...................................................... Lucas Eckhoff & Grant Ku”man
Altar Flowers .................................................................. Mary Haluptzok
Ushers ........................................................... Greg Bredehoeft’ Head Usher
""""""""""""" Melisa Balke, Eric Kullman, John Oelrichs & Ryan Schlesselman

Epiphany of our Lord ~ January 1, 2023

Assisting Minister .............................................................. Jan|ce Gerken
2TET-To (<] Norma Schlesselman, Rhonda Schlesselman
............................................................. DennIS Moe”man & Glenalee D|”0n
Acolytes ...................................................... Grady E”IOtt & Fl‘eddle Goosen
Altar Flowers .................................................................... Susan Goosen

Ushers ................................................................................................



