Prayer Is The Key

Dr. Paul Chappell
And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath
regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, be-
hold, from henceforth all generations shall call me
blessed. For he that is mighty hath done to me great
things; and holy is his name. And his mercy is on them
that fear him from generation to generation.

Luke 1:46-50

| came across this letter to Santa that says a lot about
the way we view ourselves. “Dear Santa, there are
three little boys who live at our house. There is
Jeffrey; he is two. There is David; he is four. And there
is Norman; he is seven. Jeffrey is good some of the
time. David is good some of the time. But Norman is
good all of the time. I am Norman.” We like to think
that we are at least mostly good people. In truth
though we are all sinners. “All we like sheep have
gone astray; we have turned every one to his own
way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us
all” (Isaiah 53:6).

God does not judge us on a scale by comparing us to
others. He judges us against the perfect standard of
His holiness, and each one of us falls short of meeting
that standard. None of us are good enough to stand
before God on our own.

Mary was a godly young woman who was selected for
the amazing honor of giving birth to the Messiah
whom the Jewish people had been waiting for over
the centuries. God clearly placed a great deal of confi-
dence in her, or He would not have given her such an
overwhelming responsibility. Yet even Mary recog-
nized her own need for salvation and a Savior. She
rejoiced that in the baby to whom she would give
birth, her own sins would be forgiven. Rather than
viewing herself as someone special who did not need
a Savior, she exalted God and rejoiced in what He was
doing in and through her life.

Christmas reminds us not only of God's love for us,

but of our great need for His salvation.

Sermen Neteg

..work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling; for it is God

who operates in you...
Phil. 2:12-13
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Anxiety wraps you up in yourself,
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OFFERING UPDATE John 8:31-32 Psalm 139:23 Deuteronomy 33:12
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