[image: image1.jpg]




HOPE CHAPEL COUNSELING AND TRAINING CENTER 

STATEMENT OF FAITH

(1) We believe that the 66 books of the Bible are the only authoritative, certain and inerrant, and infallible rule for faith and obedience. The inspired original manuscripts of these books were inerrant and infallible. God has so providentially preserved copies of the originals that reliable translations of these may be received as the very word of God itself for all doctrine and practice. 2Ti.3:16,17; 2Pe.1:20,21; Isa.8:20; Ps.119:105 

(2) We believe in the Triune God, existing in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, co-equal in power and glory. Dt.6:4; 2Co.13:14 The Father planned all things from the beginning for His glory. Eph.1 

(3) We believe that the Person of the Son, Jesus Christ, is God incarnate, perfect God and perfect man, sinless, born of a virgin, conceived by the Holy Spirit, to reveal God and redeem man. John 1:1,2; John l:14; Lu.1:35 

(4) We believe that the Work of the Son was the vicarious atonement by the shedding of His blood on the cross for all who are called by God to salvation, thus propitiating the wrath of God. His bodily resurrection was proof of God's acceptance of Christ's sacrifice. The Son's present work is to intercede for believers at the throne of God. Ro.3:24,25; Eph.1:4-7; 1Pe.1:3-5; Ro.8:34 

(5) We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells all believers, that He is our teacher and guide into all truth, that He through grace sacrifices us to be more holy for God’s glory. Ro.8:9; Jo.16:13; 1Th.4:3; He.12:14 

(6) We believe that in the beginning the Creation of all things was by the word of God's power in six days. Gen.1 

(7) We believe that Man was created in the image of God but voluntarily fell in sin thus corrupting his nature. All human beings are therefore totally depraved from birth without the ability to come to God apart from God's enabling. Ge.1:26,27; Ro.3:23; Eph.2: 1-5 Ro.5: 12; Jo.6:65 

(8) We believe that Salvation is a new birth, initiated by the Holy Spirit in regeneration. It encompasses conversion, sanctification and glorification; it is the gift of eternal life based entirely on God's grace without man’s works or efforts; eternal and dependant solely on the finished work of Christ and made accessible through faith alone. 2Cor.5:18; Jo.1:12,3; 3:3,16; Eph.2; 8,9 

(9) We believe in a Final Consummation of all things by a bodily resurrection of all men: the save to eternal life in heaven with God, the lost to eternal death in hell apart from God. 1 Corinthians 15:50-58; revelation 20:11-15; 22:14,15 

HOPE CHAPEL COUNSELING AND TRAINING CENTER

PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT OF PRACTICE

Definition of Biblical Counseling 

Biblical Counseling is Christ-centered, Holy Spirit-empowered, loving and practical application of Biblical truths with the goal of spiritual maturity and fruitfulness. 

This Counseling is based on the inerrancy, authority, and sufficiency of the Work of God. To safeguard against misguided and unbalanced practices of counseling which may mistakenly be labeled "biblical," some standards of practice are necessary to encourage excellence and to provide some measure of trustworthiness for general referral.

Accordingly, Hope Chapel Counselors are required to affirm the following theological philosophy, doctrine, and practices:

1 I believe that the Scripture is sufficient, through the empowering presence of the
Holy Spirit, to address all man's needs. (2 Peter 1: 3-4, 2 Timothy 3:16) Therefore, my counseling methods, practices, and techniques will be based upon clear Biblical principles. (1 Corinthians 3: 19). 

2 I believe that all mankind is in need of personal salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. If those I counsel do not possess this salvation, the primary objective of my counseling must be the clear, Spirit-led communication of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. (Romans 3: 23, 6:23; Matthew 28: 19-20) It is in this that the power of the gospel that keeps us from sinning. 

3 I agree to counsel and teach the Lordship of Jesus Christ in order to lead counselee's away from a humanistic focus on self and to proper focus on Christ. (Luke 9: 23; Romans 12: 1-2) 

4 I agree to honor the Scriptural sanctity of life, marriage, and family. I agree to do my utmost in counseling to reinforce these beliefs. (Psalm 139:13-14, Genesis 2:24; Malachi 2:16; Proverbs 23:25; Colossians 3:20) 

5. I agree that, as God empowers me, I will live my life and conduct all my relationships in godliness and holiness before Him, with the goal of living out truths that I am teaching. (Philippians 2:12-13) 

6. I agree with the Spiritual authority of the local church. I will evidence this by my involvement in a local church and by instructing those whom I counsel to involve themselves in a church also, thus working in concert with it, rather than in competition against it. (Hebrews 10:25)
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