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      Covenant is an accepting, welcoming communityCovenant is an accepting, welcoming community
         sharing the glory of God’s love with all.         sharing the glory of God’s love with all.

From our pastor

“You are the light of the world...Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father in heaven." Matthew 5:14, 16

 
Frederick Douglas said that it’s easier to build strong children than to repair broken men, and of course, he’s
right. Jesus is in the business of doing both. He begins the Sermon on the Mount with reparative work. He
blesses those painful and shameful experiences of our lives: poverty of spirit, sorrow, injustice, and
persecution—all the things we imagine would exclude us from God’s blessing, Jesus says those belong too.
As his sermon continues, Jesus proceeds to build strong children by stating that our identity is fundamentally
good. Sadly, the dominant form of Christianity has said the job of the preacher is to cut people down to size.
Humans, we are told, are by nature so sinful and proud that they first need to be told how bad they are. Only
then will the grace of God shine forth. Yet Jesus doesn’t subscribe to this approach. He wants us to know
exactly how God sees us, to tell us who we really are: “You are the light of the world.” This verse always stops
me in my tracks. It feels like too much. I’m much more comfortable with John 8:12, in which Jesus says, “I am
the light of the world.” That makes sense to me. If Jesus is the light of the world, then it’s our job to reflect his
light. Yet in Matthew, Jesus doesn’t say, “You reflect the light of the world.” He says, “You are the light of the
world.” We don’t merely reflect the light that is outside of us. The divine light also shines within you.
The very first thing God creates in the Genesis story is light, and God calls the light good (Gen 1:3-4). In the
beginning of Jesus’ ministry, he is telling us that same light shines in us. You don’t need to live up to some law
or standard to be good in God’s eyes. You’re good simply because God said so. Though you may have been
told differently by parents, pastors, and the world at large, their vote no longer matters. All that matters is how
God sees you and how you see you, and Jesus came to tell you that when you walk into the room, God’s face
lights up with delight. You are the light of the world. Shine on. 

One Struggle to Love,
Rev. Joel A. Esala

COVENANT'S SUNDAY 10:00 A.M. INDOOR, IN-PERSON
WORSHIP SERVICE

Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.

COVENANT'S SUNDAY 10:00 A.M.
VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE

https://www.covenantpcusa.org/


FACEBOOK for Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
services:  https://www.facebook.com/covenantpcusa/https://www.facebook.com/covenantpcusa/
Look for the most current video, labeled "PREMIERE: Current
Date”.

YOUTUBE for Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
services: https://www.youtube.com/user/covenantpcusahttps://www.youtube.com/user/covenantpcusa
Look for the most current video, labeled "PREMIERE: Current

Date”

For past services, special music, and other church video content, visit our main YouTube page:  CovenantCovenant
Service Archive.Service Archive. 

LAST WEEK'S SERVICE (SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5)
Youtube: Youtube: https://youtu.be/FLJzsB5N9g8https://youtu.be/FLJzsB5N9g8

Facebook: Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/events/752703179602513/https://www.facebook.com/events/752703179602513/

Faithilife: Faithilife: https://faithlife.com/cpc-vj/files?filter=kind%3A%22video%22https://faithlife.com/cpc-vj/files?filter=kind%3A%22video%22

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES!
Adult Forum ClassAdult Forum Class - Sundays from 9am-9:50am in the Lounge. The Adult Education Forum will feature a
special three-week series on Islam on Sunday, February 12, and 19. On Feb. 12 and 19 we will learn some of
the basics about Islam from special guests, Lubna and Mohammad Ahmad of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Islamic
Society of Dublin, Ohio. We often hear about the Muslim culture and society in news headlines in various
contexts--join us for this series to deepen your knowledge! Church Lounge, Sundays at 9-9:45 a.m.

Children Christian Education:Children Christian Education: Ages 3 years to 5th grade meet Sundays at 9am in room 115 for music, stories,
crafts and conversation.

Youth Group:Youth Group:  Youth grades 6-12 meet Sundays at 11am in room 115 for lunch, learning and a whole lot of
fun.

Save the Date for VBS 2023! Save the Date for VBS 2023! 
Hero Hotline: Called Together to Serve GodHero Hotline: Called Together to Serve God

is coming this summer! is coming this summer! 
Join us June 12-15 at the Hero Hotline Headquarters where
everyone's gifts are valued and every hero has a role to play. Kids 3
years-5th grade are invited to join us for stories, crafts, songs, play
and games as we assist hero teams everywhere! Lots of teen and
adult volunteers are needed too! More information and registration
will be coming in March. Please see Erin with any questions.

https://www.facebook.com/covenantpcusa/posts/3362873847081832
https://www.youtube.com/user/Covenantpcusa
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmYcrQbg1au3KPRqaPAa8Fekicxr-QReR
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmYcrQbg1au3KPRqaPAa8Fekicxr-QReR
https://youtu.be/FLJzsB5N9g8
https://www.facebook.com/events/752703179602513/
https://faithlife.com/cpc-vj/files?filter=kind%3A%22video%22


A 7.8 magnitude earthquake near the Turkey-Syria border struck in the early hours of February 6, 2023. This
earthquake is estimated to affect more than 23 million people.

Solidarity grants to meet immediate needs are being processed and ACT partner GOPA-DERD is distributing
winterization items (blankets, mattresses), food items and medicines.

To support our response, designate gifts to To support our response, designate gifts to 
DR999999-ST EarthquakeDR999999-ST Earthquake

DONATE METAL WATER
BOTTLES

for those who visit the OPEN
SHELTER

 
Thank you for donating stainless steel water bottles with
sturdy carrying loops for the people who visit the Open
Shelter!  Reach out to Cathy LevyCathy Levy with your questions; she answers
a few of them, below:
 
Question: Why stainless steel?Question: Why stainless steel?

Answer: We've learned that stainless steel bottles are healthier to drink from; also, they are easier to clean.
Question: What do you mean by "sturdy carrying loops"? Question: What do you mean by "sturdy carrying loops"? 
Answer: See the picture; each bottle's lid includes a sturdy loop for hooking your fingers through or hooking a
carabiner hook through.
Question: What is a carabiner hook? Question: What is a carabiner hook? 
Answer: A metal loop with a spring-loaded gate used to quickly and reversibly connect components. In this
case, with the loop on a water bottle, a carabiner hook helps people attach the bottle's loop to their belt loop or
backpack strap (see the picture).
Question: Must we donate a carabiner hook too?Question: Must we donate a carabiner hook too?
Answer: No, we'll buy boxes full of those and add them to each water bottle to make it convenient for all. If you
do decide to donate hooks, make sure they are sturdy with a strong spring.
Question: Where do I put my donation of bottles?Question: Where do I put my donation of bottles?
Answer: Put them in the marked bin in Covenant's Donation Center, which is in the coat closet closest to the
main entrance to the sanctuary.  

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR999999/


Question: When will you take them to the Open Shelter?Question: When will you take them to the Open Shelter?
Answer: For decades, we take 175 sacked lunches to the Open Shelter on the second Friday of the
month. Included in these deliveries, we bring drinks, including bottled water. The availability of high quality
stainless steel water bottles will reduce the demand for bottled water, thus improving the impact on the
environment. Reusable bottles are preferred by many over disposable! We take them with our monthly
delivery of the lunches.

The Open Shelter is an Advocacy Center & Day Services Shelter for homeless and marginally-housed people
in Central Ohio. 

COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Covenant Presbyterian Women (CPW), would like to say thank-you to all the Covenant members who made
pledges to CPW, and for purchasing Peanut Brittle, cookies, baked goods, and items the sewing circle

made! You made it possible for CPW to make over $11,000 to give to WorldWide and local mission and to
CPW and CPC projects. Thank you!

Covenant Presbyterian Women’s CirclesCovenant Presbyterian Women’s Circles meet for fellowship and discussion of the Horizons Bible Study
”Celebrating Sabbath, Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight”
 
·        1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm, Elizabeth Circle, Mona Connolly, moderator via Zoom
·        1st Wednesday at 9:30 am in the Church Lounge, Eunice-Lydia Circle, Susan Imel, moderator
·        3rd Monday, at 9:30 am in the Church lounge, Deborah Circle, Lynn Elliott, moderator
               
Other circles:
·        Every Thursday at 1:00 p.m. Mission Sewing, Diana Sanders
·        2nd and 4th Fridays at 9:30 a.m. in the Church Lounge, Prayer Shawl Circle, Louise Davidson and
_____Nancy Davidson

The Prayer Shawl CirclePrayer Shawl Circle provides shawls upon request! Over the years we have made and blessed over 1,000
shawls and prayed many other times when those with shawls have needed prayers once again (reblessing
them). We would like to remind you shawls are not only for illnesses or death of a family member or a
friend. They are for happy occasions – birth of a baby (and great for nursing), weddings, special birthdays,
graduations, you name it! They are not only for church members, but for friends far and wide. Two even went
to New Zealand! So contact Nancy Davidson or Louise Davidson when you would like a handmade
shawl. Many colors and textures are available!

Horizons magazine, a magazine dedicated to Presbyterian women, is currently running a subscription
special. Details are in the link below.

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/2022-BOGO-Horizons-flier.pdfhttps://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/2022-BOGO-Horizons-flier.pdf

For more information about CPW circles and activities, contact Sandy St. Martin, CPW moderator,
covenant@covenantpcusa,orgcovenant@covenantpcusa,org with CPW/Sandy St. Martin, the Circle leader’s name or name of the person
you wish to contact in the subject line.

COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S COMMUNITY
OUTREACH PROJECT

February, 2023

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/2022-BOGO-Horizons-flier.pdf


The need for clothing for homeless individuals and families in Central Ohio is greater than ever. CPW has
supported Crazy Faith Ministry, founded and led by Rev. Dr. Susan Smith, by providing white socks for men in
the past. We would like to broaden our support for this ministry outreach in the following way.

MenMen
White cotton socks in packages
White underpants in packages
White undershirts in packages

WomenWomen
White cotton socks in packages
White or pale underpants in packages
White or pale camisoles in packages
Sanitary supplies

All donations should be new and if not purchased in packages, please leave price tags on and put them in zip
lock bags. It is important that we provide new clean items.

We invite the members of the congregation to participate as they wish. This project will begin Sunday,
February 5th and conclude on Sunday, February 26th. There will be a large box in the atrium marked CPW
Crazy Faith Ministry donations.

If you have any questions, please contact Ann Teske by phone 614-302-9609 (or text). Thank you for your
generous support.

Ann Teske, Chair
Involvement and Action

WOMEN'S THEOLOGY
Members of Women’s Theology will meet on February 17th to continue discussion of Brian McLaren’s book,
Do I Stay Christian? Discussion will include chapters 23 -25. New participants are always welcome. Meetings
are held on Zoom, so check with Susan Imel or Louise Davidson for information and to join the discussion, the
first and third Fridays each month from 9:30am to 11am.

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT & ADULT LEARNING COMMISSION

Wednesday Bible Study 1:00-2:00 pmWednesday Bible Study 1:00-2:00 pm: : This Wednesday, we will continue our study of the book of
John. (You can find an overview of John at bibleproject.com.) This gathering will be in person, in the
Lounge. We will continue offering zoom for those who cannot meet in-person. Please join us. No
preparation is required. Ask for a Zoom link from lauriejohnson@covenantpcusa.org.

Wednesday Evening Book Study 7:00-8:00 p.m.Wednesday Evening Book Study 7:00-8:00 p.m. - -  Thanks to those who were able to attend our
discussion of the beautiful book by Stephanie Saldaña, 'A Country Between'. Our February title,
'Apeirogon' by Colum McCann, will continue our focus on the Palestine-Israeli situation. Columbus
Metropolitan Library owns 48 copies of this book, and 33 of them are available. The genre is fiction;
following is a New York Times link describing the true story upon which it is
based: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/24/books/review/colum-mccann-apeirogon.html.  

______Our next meeting is scheduled for February 8 at 7:00 pm, via Zoom. Please contact the church or Tori
______Vazquez for the link.

______Amazon description:    "Bassam Aramin is Palestinian. Rami Elhanan is Israeli. They inhabit a world of
______intractable conflict that colors every aspect of their daily lives, from the roads they are allowed to drive
______on, to the schools their daughters, Abir and Smadar, each attend, to the checkpoints, both physical
______and emotional, they must negotiate. Their worlds shift irreparably after ten-year-old old Abir is killed by

http://bibleproject.com
mailto:lauriejohnson@covenantpcusa.org
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/24/books/review/colum-mccann-apeirogon.html


______a rubber bullet and thirteen-year-old Smadar becomes the victim of suicide bombers. When Bassam
______and Rami learn of each other's stories, they recognize the loss that connects them, and they attempt
______to use their grief as a weapon for peace."

Habitat for Humanity
Covenant is once again participating in the Habitat NW Partnership Adopt a House by helping to finance and
build a house this year. Construction has begun on the house located at 1272 Genessee Ave. in the Linden
area.  Volunteers work on the house on Thursday mornings 8:30 until noon and Saturdays from 8:30 to
3:00. Lunch on Saturday is provided. Work on the house will begin on February 4 and will be completed by
August 31.

We are in need of men and women volunteers to help with the construction. You can just show up either day
at 8:15am and you will be instructed on how to proceed.  John Fisher is the House Lead. All equipment you
will need is provided. Just wear appropriate clothing and hard soled shoes, or tennis shoes with a thick sole.
For more information please contact either Betsy Sebastian at 219-208-5602 or grammyseb@gmail.com, or
Charlie Bergmann at 614-572-5059 or ctbergmann@yahoo.com.

DID YOU KNOW?
Every year, millions of men, women, and children are trafficked worldwide – including right here in the United
States. It can happen in any community and victims can be any age, race, gender, or nationality. Traffickers
might use the following methods to lure victims into trafficking situations:

·        Violence
·        Manipulation
·        Romantic relationships 
·        False promises of well-paying jobs

Opportunity to Serve by Providing Lunch through the
OPEN SHELTER

 
Do you want to do hands-on mission once a month or occasionally? We would love to welcome new people to
the Open Shelter Lunch Making Team!  

 
Covenant helps out people in need (including people who are homeless and marginally-housed) served by the
Open Shelter by providing 175 sack lunches on the second Friday of every monthsecond Friday of every month. Join us! You could help by
shopping, pre-assembling, preparing on Friday morning, and/or delivering on Friday morning (see below for
details). Our next delivery date is Friday, February 10thFriday, February 10th or you can help in any future month. We particularlyWe particularly
need help with SHOPPING at this point in the year, as some of our top shoppers take winter vacations. Let usneed help with SHOPPING at this point in the year, as some of our top shoppers take winter vacations. Let us
know if you can help; it's fun, and shopping can fit into your schedule that week.know if you can help; it's fun, and shopping can fit into your schedule that week.  
 
Here are ways to join in:

Anytime, donate sturdy, stainless-steel water bottles with a loop sturdy, stainless-steel water bottles with a loop that participants can use to carry
water easily. Drop your donations off in the marked bin within Covenant's Donation Center, which is in
the coat closet nearest the sanctuary. We're hoping to provide more safe, cleanable water bottles to
reduce the impact on the environment of disposable water bottles and to support a sustainable future.
Anytime, you could drop off your clean, lidded take-out containersdrop off your clean, lidded take-out containers (reusable disposable food
containers) to shelving on the counter under the windows of Covenant's kitchen. We take them to the
Open Shelter to help people take home leftovers from donated restaurant meals. When these meals
are donated, people are encouraged to take sack lunches with them to-go as well.
You could help with supplies for the sack lunches; we would let you know the quantity, and you'd
deliver them to Covenant's kitchen by the Thursday before the delivery day (church closes at 4pm) or



by the second Friday of the month at 8:00, when we assemble the sack lunches.  The costs for these
supplies may be reimbursed by submitting your receipts to our Financial Administrator, Tanvi
Bhowmik. Ways to help include:

You could shop shop for supplies (like paper bags and napkins from GFS, drinks, plastic bags,
sandwich makings, bananas...) 
 You could make 45 or 90 bags of unsalted nuts 45 or 90 bags of unsalted nuts at your home.
 You could  make 45 or 90 bags of baby carrots 45 or 90 bags of baby carrots at your home.
You could make 30 Peanut Butter and Jelly sandwiches30 Peanut Butter and Jelly sandwiches at your home.

You could help make 160 ham and cheese sandwiches with the team at Covenant's kitchen, and thenhelp make 160 ham and cheese sandwiches with the team at Covenant's kitchen, and then
assembleassemble the lunches into paper bags and pack them in boxes and into a car (or two) between 8:00
and 9:10 am on the second Friday of the month.
You could transporttransport the lunches and other supplies from Covenant to the Open Shelter on Parsons
Ave. by 9:30 on the second Friday of the month. This takes either two drivers or one driver with a
larger hatchback car or minivan.

By splitting up the work, we can get more people involved sharing the Love of Christ in our community.
 
Questions? We would love to answer them! Would you like to join us in one or more of these
ways? Fantastic! Please contact us to discuss this and/or sign up at covenant@covenantpcusa.org.
 
In Christ, 
Betsy Sebastian, Mona Connolly, and Carrie Mellen

HM3 UPDATE – HOGE'S,
MUSIC, MESSAGE, MEAL

mailto:covenant@covenantpcusa.org


  

The next meal will be prepared and served by the DeaconsThe next meal will be prepared and served by the Deacons
on Saturday, February, 18.on Saturday, February, 18.

To help as a chef or as a server from 4-7pm, please contactTo help as a chef or as a server from 4-7pm, please contact
Karen Hjelm.Karen Hjelm.

 
Hoge Presbyterian Church offers the HM3 program every Saturday for its community in Franklinton including
Music, Message, and a free Meal. Area churches assist with the Meal, and Covenant creates and serves a
hot, home-made meal every 3rd Saturday.  Current attendance at HM3 leads us to bring enough for 50
meals. 

Please help us establish the groups who will serve in 2023! Please sign up as an individual or as aPlease help us establish the groups who will serve in 2023! Please sign up as an individual or as a
group. We need help for these Saturdays: Jul 15, Aug 19, Sep 16, Oct 21, and Nov 18.group. We need help for these Saturdays: Jul 15, Aug 19, Sep 16, Oct 21, and Nov 18.
Groups have signed up to serve for several of the months of 2023... THANK YOU! Group leaders:Group leaders:  If
your group is lacking servers or chefs, let Cathy know; she has contacts for volunteers who can join
your team.
ChefsChefs: Consider cooking at home, or consider cooking at Covenant together, as a group (it's fun)! In
any case, your team will transport food to Hoge to be kept warm (or cold) until serving time. Your
expenses incurred in cooking may be reimbursed through our Financial Administrator, Tanvi
Bhowmik.  
If you or your kids would like to help out If you or your kids would like to help out as a chef and/or server (from 4-7pm) during one of those 3rd
Saturdays where a group already is signed up, go ahead and contact that groups' leadergo ahead and contact that groups' leader; we'll be they
would be THRILLED to have help! You can find the leader's name on the website, or you can ask
Cathy Levy, and she'll connect you up.

SignupSignup or learn more through this tool: https://bitly.com/CovenantHM3SignUphttps://bitly.com/CovenantHM3SignUp or by contacting Cathy Levy
(send an email to covenant@covenantpcusa.orgcovenant@covenantpcusa.org and in the subject line type HM3/Levy). By splitting up the
work, it's easy, and many of us can help our neighbors with life-giving food offered with open hearts

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010JyVBHpMU4_1Bnc02H_wsHuTLWxeV__0h4m5pPJhBfCkfSqr6CZrxFE7XC3MMXAN8rW6k9JHHkUtlHuvv0ea5deooK_MSH_W-kwWJ92xLOpMWqJwfQ_ryDLU-81Qmun9CQJEuLj6prw27f3NmNHlQICem_J_CtRK&c=t5wMVJTIbcl_XKxhE2mU15G-7oQw2-hxIckNeP-w7jrLEJ6-USpBcQ==&ch=2omOZvti3eX1zqmzKvRkn-vj9TP0pXaMKTMuW8tms15_dNGZl_gjRQ==
mailto:covenant@covenantpcusa.org


SANCTUARY FLOWERS
You may sign up for flowers to be placed in the sanctuary for Sunday worship to
honor loved ones, a special occasion, or just to the glory of God. The dedication
information will be listed in the Sunday bulletin. The arrangements will cost $40.
  
To order flowers, please contact the church office by sending an email to
lauriejohnson@covenantpcusa.orglauriejohnson@covenantpcusa.org by Tuesday of each week that you wish to
have flowers in the sanctuary. Let the office know which date you are requesting,
your name, contact information and any dedication information. You may request
future dates as well. Payment can be in cash or check but must be received prior

to the specific date of worship service. 

PRAYER CHAIN
Contact Laurie Johnson (lauriejohnson@covenantpcusa.org) if you would like to
join the members and friends of Covenant who pray for those requesting our
prayers. The prayers will be relayed to you via email from Mike Davis.  It is asked
that you include the prayer request in your daily prayers for a week. To submit a
prayer chain request, please send an email to covenant@covenantpcusa.orgcovenant@covenantpcusa.org and
in the subject line type Prayer Chain. Note that the person for whom prayers are

requested must give permission.___________

WEBSITE REQUEST FORM
Does your Commission need something placed on the
website? Does a form need updated, or an
announcement need to be made? Click below and
submit a website request as soon as possible to have
information added or changed on the Covenant website.

WEBSITE REQUEST FORM

CHURCH FACILITIES POLICY

INFORMATION/MISCELLANEOUS
Wishing Cherie Brooks a very happy February birthday!

Our Financial Administrator's, Tanvi Bhowmik, work schedule is Tuesday-Thursday 9:30am-4pm.

Click here to check out all Covenant events and news on our website.Click here to check out all Covenant events and news on our website.

Our MissionOur Mission

https://forms.gle/5GNTrdo1tL5zgTAh7
https://forms.gle/5GNTrdo1tL5zgTAh7
http://www.covenantpcusa.org


Covenant Presbyterian Church is an accepting, welcoming community sharing the glory of God's love with all.

Our VisionOur Vision
Covenant will offer worship services that invite diverse expressions of faith and enable all who come to
draw closer to God.

Covenant will become a home through which all can practice their faith and humanity in service of
others.

Stay in touch!Stay in touch!

Click here to receive our weekly emails.
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