Our trip is fast approaching!!! Plans are EVOLVING!! We had our first ZOOM
meeting on Dec. 11, 2022. Some of us met for the 1st time over this ZOOM Plat-
form, thank you Jesus for this new and wonderful way to meet across the miles!!
Members established as of this current date:
CO-LEADERS:
Jody Pratt from Middleville UMC
Steve Blake from Wisconsin
As Co-Leaders
Annie Solis is our Peruvian Coordinator
Medical Team:
Sue Grigsby N.P. (Fl)
Ruth Holman N.P. (F1)
Carla Beckerle N.P. (Mo)
Tamara Scaife N.P. (Mo)
Denise Schuitema RN, OCN, Shelby UMC
Support Staff:
Rhonda Mines (TN)
Cheryl Cravera (Middleville UMC)
Austyn Beckerle (Mo)
Translators:
Lilliana Blake
Rudolpho Doria (Satipo)
And others not confirmed
I again will be taking a full-size suitcase filled with donations. If I have more than 1
full size suitcase, | may have an opportunity to send donations from Michigan by
way of other volunteers from Middleville UM.C. Also, if anyone wants to donate

additional missionary monies, I can make sure they get to Jody to put toward the
Mission itself.

Thank you for your Prayers and Support

-Denise Schuitema-

Get Them Talking is a series of resources to help families start con-
versations about issues of faith.

Scripture
“Don’t be conformed to the patterns of this world, but be

transformed by the renewing of your minds so that you can figure
out what God’s will is—what is good and pleasing and
mature.” Romans 12:2, CEB

Reflection

At the beginning of a new year, some promise themselves they will
change. In the year ahead, you may want to read more and watch
Netflix less. Or your family may decide to recycle better and use
less water. For some, these resolutions help them make significant
progress. Others struggle. Change can be difficult.

Our Bible reading encourages us to avoid old, easy patterns—how
we’ve always done it before. Instead, we are to allow God to
transform us. The shift is to look to God for guidance in everything.
That way we will know what is good, pleasing and mature in our
day-to-day living.

* What would you like to do differently this year? How can family mem-
bers help and support you?

* What's one way we can try to transform together as a family?

* If you looked to figure out God’s will in everything, how would things
be different at school? At work? With friends? With other family mem-
bers?

Prayer
Dear God, help me to discover your good plan for each part of

my life. Amen.

Activity

Work together to come up with a family goal for the new year.
Maybe it’s a regular devotion time, more opportunities to play
together, or to spend more time together. Or maybe it’s all of that!

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ get-them-talking-transform
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Send us your prayer requests:

shelbyumc@gmail.com

mearsumc@gmail.com

Prayer List from
Mears

Ralph Beggs Cathy Robbins
Marcia Walsworth Dale Lathers

Phyllis Beggs Arnold  Doloes Bauer

Larry Snider Ed Reitsma
Melissa Hayden Jean Weeks
Bonita Whelpley Kevin Dawson

Clair & Mary Sloan Kent Dykema
Christine Gray Etta Proeber

Missions &
Ministries

Way of Faith UMC, Romania
Crystal Valley Care Fund
Grace Pediatric Hospital, Haiti
Ganta UM Hospital, Liberia
Maxine’s Closet

The Ladder

Love INC
Mrs. Edy’s Orphanage

Muskegon Rescue Mission
Reach the Forgotten Ministries
Hungry for Christ

The Lost and the Lonley

Prayer List from
Shelby

George Kuntz JR Kay Aebig
Greg Vandyke Wendy Reid
Jennifer Joneson Shawn Sherman
Leota Klapp Karen Manley
Bob & Lillian Kirk Camille Freed
Kent Dykema Kelly Parker
Patsy Woller

Our Service Men &

Women

=

Brendan Sawyer Dylan Carrico

Cody Vandyke  Hunter Danes
MaKennah & Roman Burillo

FEBRAURY
2023

\

A Letter From Pastor Bev

I wish you all a happy and blessed 2023. I cannot believe that we’ve been together for
eight months already. Whew! All the decorations are down and it is time to settle in for
the rest of the winter.

This is the first edition of our updated newsletter which you will be receiving monthly.
We are trying to keep costs down by sending electronically, however, if you need to have
your copy snail mailed then please let us know. You should receive your newsletter
sometime during the first week of each new month, although sometimes it may be later
especially by snail mail. We will do our best to keep it as consistent as we can.

It is our goal with this newsletter to spread news about the goings-on of the churches in
Mears and Shelby UMC which may include items about missions and ministries within
our community. We will be changing the way that we do our service Prayer Time to
include those persons with long term prayer concerns in a special section. We will also
include prayers for our missions and ministries in a special section of its own. Yes, our
service prayer time will be changing and we ask for your patience as we may take some
time changing the format.

The best change of all is that we will be including a list of Bible passages for you if you
would like to read your Bible daily. These passages, taken from the One Year Bible
(Tyndale House Publishers) include a reading of the Old Testament, new Testament,
Psalms and Proverbs. If you've never done a daily reading before then start simple— like
a New Testament reading each day, progress as you are able. The main thing is, if you
miss a day, don’t worry about it but go to whatever today is. This is for those who do not
have a personal reading plan already or would like to try something new. There is no
certain version of the Bible, but I strongly suggest that you use a version that is easy to
understand: New King James Version, NIV, New Living Translation etc. Don’t bog
yourself down with these, thous and therefore if it is confusing for you. If that’s what
you're used to then by all means use that. Keep it simple and let God speak to you
through the reading of his word.

I don’t know about you, but I'm excited about the possibilities that God has for us this
year. I can’t wait to see how our faith gets lived out in Mears and Shelby in 2023.

Blessings,

Pastor Bev



Daily Bible Reading Plan

Date | Old Testament | Psalm | New Testament | Proverbs
2/1 Exodus 13:17-15:18 26:1-12  |Matthew 21:23-46 6:16-19
2/2 Exodus 15:19-17:7 27:1-7 Matthew 22:1-33 6:20-26
2/3 Exodus 17:8-19:15 27:7-14  |Matthew 22:34-23:12 6:27-35
2/4 Exodus 19:16-21:21 28:1-9 Matthew 23:13-39 7:1-5
2/5 Exodus 21:22-23:13 29:1-11  |Matthew 24:1-28 7:6-23
2/6 Exodus 23:14-25:40 30:1-12 |Matthew 24:29-51 7:24-27
2/7 Exodus 26:1-27:21 31:1-8 Matthew 25:1-30 8:1-11
2/8 Exodus 28:1-43 31:9-18 |Matthew 25:31-26:13 8:12-13
2/9 Exodus 29:1-30:10 31:19-24 |Matthew 26:14-46 8:14-26
2/10 Exodus 30:11-31:18 32:1-11  |Matthew 26:47-68 8:27-32
2/11 Exodus 32:1-33:23 33:1-11  |Matthew 26:69-27:14 8:33-36
2/12 Exodus 34:1-35:9 33:12-22 |Matthew 27:15-31 9:1-6
2/13 Exodus 35:10-36:38 34:1-10 |Matthew 27:32-66 9:7-8
2/14 Exodus 37:1-38:31 34:11-22 |Matthew 28:1-20 9:9-10
2/15 Exodus 39:1-40:38 35:1-16 |Mark 1:1-28 9:11-12
2/16 Leviticus 1:1-3:17 35:17-28 |Mark 1:29-2:12 9:13-18
2/17 Leviticus 4:1-5:19 36:1-12 |Mark 2:13-3:6 10:1-2
2/18 Leviticus 6:1-7:27 37:1-11  |Mark 3:7-30 10:3-4
2/19 Leviticus 7:28-9:6 37:12-29 |Mark 3:31-4:25 10:05
2/20 Leviticus 9:7-10:20 37:30-40 |Mark 4:26-5:20 10:6-7
2/21 Leviticus 11:1-12:8 38:1-22 |Mark 5:21-43 10:8-9
2/22 Leviticus 13:1-59 39:1-13  |Mark 6:1-29 10:10
2/23 Leviticus 14:1-57 40:1-10  |Mark 6:30-56 10:11-12
2/24 Leviticus 15:1-16:28 40:11-17 |Mark 7:1-23 10:13-14
2/25 Leviticus 16:29-18:30 41:1-13  |Mark 7:24-8:10 10:15-16
2/26 Leviticus 19:1-20:21 42:1-11  |Mark 8:11-38 10:17
2/27 Leviticus 20:22-22:16 43:1-5 Mark 9:1-29 10:18
2/28 Leviticus 22:17-23:44 44:1-8 Mark 9:30-10:12 10:19

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
The five churches of
Mears & Shelby United Methodist

Shelby & Hart Congregational Ucc
Hart United Methodist

Will be having a combined Ash Wednesday
Service at 6:30pm at

Hart Congregational UCC Church
408 S State St.
Hart, Ml
Wednesday February 22, 2023
6:30pm

A priest, a minister and a guru sat discussing the
best positions for prayer, while a telephone
repairman worked nearby.

“Kneeling is definitely the best way to pray,”
the priest said.

“No,” said the minister. “l get the best results
standing with my hands outstretched to
Heaven.”

“You’re both wrong,” the guru said. “The most
effective prayer position is lying down on the
floor.”

The repairman could contain himself no longer.

“Hey, fellas,” he interrupted. “The best prayin’
| ever did was when | was hangin’ upside down
from a telephone pole.”




