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From the Pastor 

  

The Gospel in Seven Words! 

“[B]ut in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and respect.” - 1 Peter 3:15 

Our country has changed a lot over the past 60 years. Some of the changes have 
been positive, others have not. One of the changes that we see so prevalent in our country and community is 
the lack of knowing what Christians believe and why. Many simply so not understand the Christian faith or 
what seasons like Lent are all about. If someone were to ask you what Lent is about or even the Christian 
faith, how would you answer? The apostle Peter encourages us to always be prepared to give an answer for 
the hope that we have in Christ. To be a Christian is to confess the faith.  

Back in 2010 an article was published in a Christian magazine called, “The Gospel in Seven Words” (The Chris-
tian Century, Sept. 2010). The author invited fifteen prominent theologians around the country to give it a 
shot— to proclaim the gospel as clearly as they could. But instead of letting them recite the Apostles’ Creed, 
he allowed them only seven words. Some of their versions were faithful and true and creatively insightful. 
Others left something to be desired, and even missed the point. Here are some of the better ones:  

“In Christ, God’s yes defeats our no.”   
“God, through Jesus Christ, welcomes you anyhow.”  
“God was in Christ, reconciling the world.” 

All of these statements are faithful to the Gospel. Each of these brings out one specific aspect of the Gospel. 
Each of them tells someone something specific that Christ has done for them. That is what we do as Chris-
tians; we simply are telling someone about Jesus and what He has done for them. In our Lenten sermon se-
ries, we are exploring what it means to confess the Gospel and we are preparing ourselves to be able to state 
the Gospel in seven words. These summaries of the Gospel are meant to be a place where you can start to 
have a conversation about what Jesus has done for you. Throughout this season, as we study the Word of 
God, the Holy Spirit will guide as we prepare to share the Gospel. I ask you to come and prepare a specific 
and personal confession of the Gospel. I will ask everyone to turn in a copy and will share them with the rest 
of the congregation. Do not worry! I will not share names but it is my hope that we can all be encouraged 
from one another! 

Until then, I pray that the Lord will lead you to greater insights as you explore the Gospel and what it means 
for your life! May the Lord abundantly bless you all! 

 
Sola Deo Gloria! 

 

Pastor Kohlmeyer 
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Faith Train on Wednesdays has been going well! We have been learning about the Exodus and journey to the 
promised land. The kids also enjoy snacks when they arrive, music, craft and game time.  We encourage you 

to share with family and friends there is still room for more to come aboard Faith Train . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello everyone!  It is almost spring!  We have been learning so much here in Preschool this year.  Our first 
theme for the month is Pets.  We will learn all about the different animals we can have for pets and how to 

take care of them.  We will also learn about what a Veterinarian is.  Our other theme is All about Dino-
saurs.  One of the things we will learn about in this theme is what a paleontologist is.  We will do an activity 

where the preschoolers get to pretend that they are paleontologists.   
We will learn our last number 20 this month.  Then we will continue to practice recognizing and writing our 
numbers 0-20.  We will learn the letters L, J, U, and Z.  We are almost through the alphabet.  We will have 
one letter left.  As we learn new letters we continue to do activities to practice the ones we have already 

learned. 
Our Hot Beef Luncheon will be Sunday, March 19th.  The Preschoolers will have a short program during 

Church.  In Jesus time this month we will continue to practice for this along with Bible lessons about Palm 
Sunday, The Last Supper, Good Friday, and Easter.   

We continue to keep very busy here in Preschool and learn so many new things. I hope everyone has a great 
month! 

Mrs. Walters 
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District Synod  & Mission Central News 

 
 
Nebraska Lutherans for Life essay contest  
 
Nebraska Lutherans for Life would like to invite students in grades 6-12 who are members of a Lutheran con-
gregation or attend a Lutheran school in Nebraska to participate in this year’s Lutherans for Life Essay Con-
test, based on the 2023 Conference theme: Just As ... I Am with the Bible verse: “For we are his workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them.” Ephesians 2:10 
  
One winner will be selected for grades 6-8 and one for grades 9-12.Winning entries (one from Grades 6-8 
and one from Grades 9-12) will be awarded $100 each. The winning essays will be entered in the national 
contest. Grand Prize for the national winning entry at each level will be $250 plus free conference registra-
tion to the 2023 Conference and one night at a conference hotel. Second place national winners at each level 
will receive a $125 prize. 
  
Essays should, of course, be the students’ individual, original work, but pastors, teachers, and parents are 
encouraged to discuss the criteria on which the essays will be judged.  The same rubrics will be used at both 
the state and national levels. Please request a copy of the rules and rubrics from Bob Saeger, Nebraska LFL 
president, at saeger001@windstream.net. Entries must be submitted electronically by April 1, 2023. 
  
Pastors, teachers, and parents are asked to promote the contest. It is our hope that this contest will give 
them an opportunity to discuss the Sanctity of Life and life issues with our young people.  

 
Lutheran Church Extension Fund Nebraska District College Scholarship 
 
What is the Nebraska District College Scholarship? 
 

The Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) Nebraska District College Scholarship was developed to encour-
age college students in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) Nebraska District to pursue their edu-
cational goals. A $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to at least one applicant. 
Applicant must be a graduating high school senior with a minimum 3.0 GPA or current full-time post-
secondary student at an accredited institution with at least one year of courses remaining and a minimum 2.5 
GPA. Applicant must also be a member of a congregation belonging to the LCMS located in the Nebraska Dis-
trict. 
Applications close April 15, 2023. Winners will be announced on May 5, 2023. 
Learn more and complete your application at lcef.org/Nebraska-scholarship. 
Questions about this scholarship? Connect with Nate Meier, LCEF District Vice President at 
nate.meier@lcef.org or 402-643-2961. 
 

   

mailto:saeger001@windstream.net
mailto:nate.meier@lcef.org
tel:402-643-2961
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District Synod  & Mission Central News 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Orphan Grain Train 
 

A Matching Grant Opportunity to help build the addition to the existing center in Norfolk.    The total of the 
improvements is about $7,000,00.00, of which about $6,000,000.00 has been raised. A foundation and some 
businesses have recognized the value of OGT’s services and have put together a matching grant challenge 
amounting to $375,000.00 to help achieve this goal.  If you would like to make a donation, please mail it to : 
Orphan Grain Train, Inc., PO Box 1466, Norfolk, NE  68702-1466.  Please make sure you put Servant Center 
matching grant in the memo line.  
 

 

 

 

 

Mission Central News 

Plan now to take a group from your congregation out to visit Mission Central 2 miles east of Mapleton, Io-
wa to hear from these missionaries. What in the world is Mission Central? Click here to read about this not 
normal place.  
 
June 3, 2023, 1:00—Rev. Gustavo and Ruth Maita, Puerto Rico 
June 10, 2023, 1:00—Rev. Gerald and Heidi Paul, Cayman Islands;  
  1:30—Rev. Walter and Robyn Steele, Kenya 
July 8, 2023, 1:00, Rev. Jonathan Clausing and family, East Africa 
July 15, 2023, 1:00—Rev. Steve Oliver and family, Taiwan 
July 22, 2023, 1:00, Rev. Dr. Mike Paul and family, Taiwan  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fndlcms.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D62de869afb128559831d82cc1%26id%3D746ec5b5f9%26e%3Dd32572d657&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4dcf9d2caa244b2ae3c908daff201779%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fndlcms.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D62de869afb128559831d82cc1%26id%3Db4792925ae%26e%3Dd32572d657&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4dcf9d2caa244b2ae3c908daff201779%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fndlcms.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D62de869afb128559831d82cc1%26id%3Db4792925ae%26e%3Dd32572d657&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4dcf9d2caa244b2ae3c908daff201779%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fndlcms.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D62de869afb128559831d82cc1%26id%3Dd7d704dc58%26e%3Dd32572d657&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4dcf9d2caa244b2ae3c908daff201779%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fndlcms.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D62de869afb128559831d82cc1%26id%3Dea618790de%26e%3Dd32572d657&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4dcf9d2caa244b2ae3c908daff201779%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fndlcms.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D62de869afb128559831d82cc1%26id%3D9df1ef3596%26e%3Dd32572d657&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4dcf9d2caa244b2ae3c908daff201779%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fndlcms.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D62de869afb128559831d82cc1%26id%3Dea6dad2113%26e%3Dd32572d657&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4dcf9d2caa244b2ae3c908daff201779%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fndlcms.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D62de869afb128559831d82cc1%26id%3Df84858e6d6%26e%3Dd32572d657&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4dcf9d2caa244b2ae3c908daff201779%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fndlcms.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D62de869afb128559831d82cc1%26id%3Dba8f7c2107%26e%3Dd32572d657&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4dcf9d2caa244b2ae3c908daff201779%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaa


 

 

Birthday Celebrations Baptismal Birthdays  

2 Shirley Hestermann 

6 Victoria Juilfs,  
Rick Thies 

7 Cliff Lacey 

10 Evelyn Buethe 

13 Janelle Moran 

17 Eric Bartels 

23 Esther Buethe 

26 Stetson Miller 

27 Seth Dean,  
Jon Rathe 

29 Fred Pooch,  
Jackie Boden 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

4 Jackson Haughton,  
Ken Lueders 

7 Breanna Borrenpohl,  
Brooklyn Borrenpohl,  
Treyton Holthus 

9 Duane Krause 

14 Rachel Goracke 

16 Steve Klein 

17 Heather Thies 

21 Jackie Boden 

22 Ryly Haughton 

23 Janene Bartels,  
Sarah Borrenpohl,  
Ashley Juilfs 

24 Elaine Kuhl,   
Sharon Mandery 
Harlea Thies 

27 Roger Borrenpohl 

28 Haleigh McDonald 

29 Rick Thies 

30 Ed Heiden 

  

  

  

  

  

11 Lavern & Eloise Bartels (61 yrs) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Anniversary Celebrations 

Immanuel Members in Bold 
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Greeters  

March 5 
 

Sam & Elaine Kuhl 
Sharon Williams 

March 12 Sharon Lintz 
Larrry & Donna Rathe 

March 19 Del & Cindy Lierman 
Jeff & Sarah Dean 

March 26 
 

Terry & Lisa Kuhl 
Merlyn Saathoff 

  

ANNIVERSARIES, BIRTHDAYS, BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS & GREETERS 
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St. John’s 
 

Altar Guild   
 

Amy Borrenpohl 
 

Elder of the Month 
 

Kirk Bartels 
(402) 921-0774 

 
  Trustee of the Month 

 
Aaron Kinney 
(402) 335-0751 

 

Immanuel 
 

Flower Committee 
 

No flowers during Lent 
 

Elder of the Month 
 

Galen Bartels 
(402) 866-1057 

Pastor office hours: Please call for appointment 
Secretary office hours: Monday—Friday:  8:30 am—12:30 pm 

Acolytes 
 

March 5 Madalyn Kohlmeyer &  
  Wesley Schmid 
 
March 12    
 
March 19 Madalyn Kohlmeyer  &  
  Andrew Kohlmeyer 
  
March 26   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

MONTHLY SERVANTS OF GOD 

Acolytes 
 
 

Seth Dean  
&  

Sierra Goracke 
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Saint John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and 

Preschool 
 

1260 Webster St.  
Tecumseh, NE  68450  

Address Correction Requested 

Phone: 402-335-3816 
 

Secretary email: 
secretary_stjohnlutherantec 

@outlook.com 
 

Pastor’s email: 
revkohlmeyer@hotmail.com   

  

YouTube 
St. John Facebook 

Immanuel Facebook 
 

Website: www.2gatherinchrist.org 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRC0kz02-RhLZtO7akve4Qw/videos
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnlutherantecumseh
https://www.facebook.com/Immanuel-Lutheran-church-Sterling-NE-159919914132207
http://www.2gatherinchrist.org

