Sunday, March 19, 2023 — Fourth Sunday in Lent

Prayer of the Day

God of all mercy, by your power to heal and to forgive, graciously cleanse us from
all sin and make us strong; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: 1 Kings 11:43-12:20

Solomon rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of David his father. And
Rehoboam his son reigned in his place. Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel
had come to Shechem to make him king. And as soon as Jeroboam the son of
Nebat heard of it (for he was still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon),
then Jeroboam returned from Egypt. And they sent and called him, and Jeroboam
and all the assembly of Israel came and said to Rehoboam, “Your father made
our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy
yoke on us, and we will serve you.” He said to them, “Go away for three days, then
come again to me.” So the people went away. Then King Rehoboam took counsel
with the old men, who had stood before Solomon his father while he was yet alive,
saying, “How do you advise me to answer this people?” And they said to him, “If
you will be a servant to this people today and serve them, and speak good words
to them when you answer them, then they will be your servants forever.” But he
abandoned the counsel that the old men gave him and took counsel with the young
men who had grown up with him and stood before him. And he said to them, “What
do you advise that we answer this people who have said to me, ‘Lighten the yoke
that your father put on us’?” And the young men who had grown up with him said
to him, “Thus shall you speak to this people who said to you, ‘“Your father made
our yoke heavy, but you lighten it for us,’ thus shall you say to them, ‘My little finger
is thicker than my father’s thighs. And now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy
yoke, | will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but | will
discipline you with scorpions.”” So Jeroboam and all the people came to
Rehoboam the third day, as the king said, “Come to me again the third day.” And
the king answered the people harshly, and forsaking the counsel that the old men
had given him, he spoke to them according to the counsel of the young men,
saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but | will add to your yoke. My father
disciplined you with whips, but | will discipline you with scorpions.” So the king did
not listen to the people, for it was a turn of affairs brought about by the LORD that
he might fulfill his word, which the LORD spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam
the son of Nebat. And when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the
people answered the king, “What portion do we have in David? We have no
inheritance in the son of Jesse. To your tents, O Israel'! Look now to your own
house, David.” So Israel went to their tents. But Rehoboam reigned over the people
of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah. Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who
was taskmaster over the forced labor, and all Israel stoned him to death with
stones. And King Rehoboam hurried to mount his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. So
Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day. And when all
Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him to the assembly
and made him king over all Israel. There was none that followed the house of David
but the tribe of Judah only.




Psalm 142

! cry to the LORD with my voice; to the LORD | make loud supplication.

2| pour out my complaint before him and tell him all my trouble.

3When my spirit languishes within me, you know my path; in the way wherein |
walk they have hidden a trap for me.

4l look to my right hand and find no one who knows me; | have no place to
flee to, and no one cares for me.

°| cry out to you, O LORD; | say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land | of
the living.”

SListen to my cry for help, for | have been brought very low; save me from
those who pursue me, for they are too strong for me.

’Bring me out of prison, that | may give thanks to your name; when you have
dealt bountifully with me, the righteous will gather around me.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

At one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children
of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things
that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible,
for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and
arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

Matthew 20:20-28

Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to Jesus with her sons, and kneeling
before him she asked him for something. And he said to her, “What do you want?” She
said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one
at your left, in your kingdom.” Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking.
Are you able to drink the cup that | am to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” He
said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine
to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” And when the
ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. But Jesus called them to him and
said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your
slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom for many.”



