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Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 19, 2023

Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Learn to be quiet enough to hear the genuine within yourself so that you can
hear it in others. —Marian Wright Edelman

Appearances can be deceiving. This is an old, familiar adage and no doubt we agree with it.
It’s another way of saying that all that glitters is not gold. Can you think of some
examples that bear witness to this truth? After all, as someone has said, the world appears flat,
the sun appears to orbit, matter appears solid and time appears to move forward.

Think of a house you once considered buying. It had a beautiful lawn with sculpted bushes,
and tailored walkways. Its gables and the porch were inviting, and it looked like your dream
home. But, you couldn’t see what was below the floorboards and in the wiring, could you? You
didn’t see the termites, water damage and dry rot until the house inspection warned you of these
flaws.

In the art world, dealers are always alert for forgeries, and yet too often, even experts are
fooled. Sometimes it is hard to spot a fake.

Even the last judge of Israel, Samuel, was fooled by outward appearances. When he was
looking for a leader, he thought he’d found one among the sons of Jesse. But he was fooled. It
was not the strongest or wisest that God wanted, but the weakest and the most foolish; not the
man but the boy, the one writing poetry and playing a lyre. “But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do
not Jook on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the
LoRrD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on
the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).

What does the Lord see when he looks into your heart? Does he see anger, bitterness and
jealousy? Or does he see love, joy, gentleness, meekness and self-control?

Today, let’s try to be real. If there is love in your heart, let your hands and face show it. If
there is joy inside, let it bubble to the surface. If there is sadness and grief, let others see it so

. they might offer comfort. If there is integrity inside, let your honesty be seen in all your
dealings with others. —Timothy Merril

" Prayer: Lovd Jesus, may I be real and authentic today, so that what others see on the outszde is
. a true representation of the real me, or, actually, the real You! Amen.
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Daily Bible Readings

Sunday: Numbers 18-20 ’Vf’.RSf TO REMEMBER

Monday: Numbers 21-24 ‘

Tuesday: Numbers 25-27 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
Wednesday: Numbers 28-30 whose sin is coverecd.

Thursday: Numbers 31-33 —Psalm 32:1

Friday: Numbers 34-36

Saturday: Psalms 31-32

First Puzzle , DOUBLE FUN! RIDERSHIP
Pl [n] Jo] Each puzzle to the left consists of __E_V_S___
four 5-letter words that use 10 K E
‘ I c | | A | | different letters exactly two - T T
times apiece. Thus, there are ___0__
already two A’s in the first puzzle
lc] [a] Jr] and two R’s in the second.
Therefore, you cannot use SIDETRACK
another A or R in the respective A M R
’ |T ‘ l L ‘ ‘ puzzles. Think of other words e
with N, L or T in the first puzzle, A N__
Second Puzzle for example. A
R [a] [wm]
NINE LETTER FUN!
SCRAMBLED
] | 0 ‘ I S . ] Place the letters of the 9-letter
words to the right on the dashes, __uU_ T ___R__
one letter per dash to spell a 7-
U \Y
l R | l N ‘ I E , letter word, a 5-letter word, and - T
a 3-letter word. Each letter of the __0__
, ] A | | 0 J | 9 letter word can only be used
once.
iz, 3 ¢  gEif |
£ : Eoaifite
| 2t afa, BEBgg B BORpRg 1
P QLE8EE e EDEEEsTEs
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