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themselves in opposition to Israel and to God’s concern for order are also represented by the sea or the sea
monster, which God destroys (e.g., Pss 9; 29; 46; 93). They reappear in the prophets, who are more explic-
itly concerned with the way the forces of disorder are embodied in history when Israel experiences the col-
lapse of order in the world (e.g., Isa 51:9, 10, in the context of the Exile). The author of Israel’s own account
of creation in Genesis 1 was apparently also aware of the Babylonian creation story, because at a number of
points Genesis 1 seems to be combating the false Babylonian picture, which Jews in exile in Babylon might
have been tempted to find impressive. And Genesis 1 begins with that supernatural power of God which is
embodied in the wind hovering over the watery Deep—though the animals that the Word of God then calls
forth are “good” rather than sinister.

Against this background, Daniel’s talk of four winds, heaving sea, and huge animals must point to
supernatural forces. The winds suggest the power of God effecting the will of God in history; the sea sug-
gests the dense concentration of energy which threatens to disrupt and overwhelm order in history; the
animals suggest the embodiment of that threatening energy in particular beings. Four winds and four
animals indicate the world-encompassing totality of divine power and disorderly energy (cf. the fourfold
stream of Gen 2:10).

The vision suggests both that the process of history is an unsavory, unnatural, dark, and unreassuring
one, and that the entities which embody its disorder are nevertheless called forth by God. It is on this basis
that Daniel’s visions can join with the lament psalms in asking “How long will you make things work out
this way?” There is a sense in which the whole of history is called forth by God, yet the bulk of it (as the
sequence of animals suggests) proceeds in a way which reveals no pattern or meaning, and no salvation
history.
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Incarnation The Lexham Bible Dictionary

Incarnation The doctrine expressed in the Nicene Creed
and the Definition of Chalcedon: that Jesus Christ, the only
begotten Son of God, begotten before all the ages and of
one substance with the Father, was made flesh through
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, making Him truly Go...
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