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2 Thessalonians + The Day of the Lord and ...

Paul Explains the False Report (2:1-2)
INg 1N NIS many rererences (1 1Ness 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 2
Thess 1:7, 10).

Apparently teaching had come “allegedly from”
Paul and his team that “unsettled” and “alarmed” many
in the Thessalonian church. The word “unsettled”
means to be “shaken,” and several have translated it
“scared out of their wits.” We see the reason in the rest
“asserting that the day of the Lord has
already come.” This probably means they connected

of the verse:

that “day” with the outpouring of God’s wrath rather
than the coming of Christ to gather the saints, and that
the fact that they missed the “rapture” meant that they
were under the wrath ¢ . This teaching was similar to 2
Timothy 2:18, where some false teachers said that “the
resurrection has already taken place.” So they had
missed it, and all that remained was wrath.! In the Old
Testament the day of the Lord was associated with final
judgment ¢ (Jer 46:10; Ezek 30:2—3; Joel 1:15; 2:1). This
led to terror on their part .

The source of the message is apparently unkno
Paul writes that it may have come through “a prophecy
or by word of mouth or by letter.” The main thing is
that it did not come from Paul and was patently false.
Prophecy was fairly common in the early church, as
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Excursus 12A Michael the Archangel l )
Some have taken these three terms to refer to three constellations, Serpens, Draco, and
Hydra (C. F. Burney, “The Three Serpents of Isaiah XXXVII 1,” JTS 11 [1910] 443-47). Prior to
Rev 12:9, an explicit identification of Satan with the serpent in Eden is hinted at in Apoc.
Moses 16:4-5 (Charlesworth, OTP 2:277), where the serpent becomes the spokesperson...
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Comment

Destroy the serpent tortuous, Shalyat of the seven heads. Another Ugaritic text in the Baal
epic indicates that Leviathan had seven heads (Driver, Canaanite Myths, 87; 3.111D.39). The
Lernaean Hydra of Greek myth was thought of as having nine heads (Apollodorus 2.5.2), or
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Melchizedek and Melchiresa....
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1. Possible Greek Sources

names or Latin words inserted in brackets): Python, offspring of Terra, was a huge dragon
[draco] who, before the time of Apollo, used to give oracular responses on Mount
Parnassus. Death was fated to come to him from the offspring of Latona [Leto]. At that time
Jove [Zeus] lay with Latona, daughter of Polus [Coeus]. When Juno [Hera] found this out,
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